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TO 

THE  IXHABITANTS  OF  GROTOX, 

AM)  TO 

THE  NATI\ES  0¥  TH1-:  TOWN   LIVING  1:LSF. \VH  1:K F., 
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The  superior  figures  scattered  t/iroug/i  the  Address  refer  to 
the  Appe?idix. 


HISTORICAL  ADDRESS. 


^Fiii':  lirst  centuiA'  of  our  national  existence  is  completed 
this  cla\',  and  we  meet  to  commemorate  the  e\ent.  A 
hundred  }'ears  ha\'e  passed  a\\  a\-  since  th^'  Oeclaration  ol" 
Independence  was  adopted  ani.1  a  nation  w.rs  boiai,  that  is 
destined  to  llt)urish  as  loni^  as  piet\',  ndi^ion ,  and  moralits' 
hliall  prevail  in  the  land,  and  no  l(jnL;-er.  .Modern  times 
have  been  lull  of  L,n'eat  deeds  ;  hut  none  of  them  is  i^M^eater 
than  that  which  dechu'ed  the  American  colonies  to  be  free, 
and  put  theni  in  the  rank  of  independent  nations.  Tiie 
rapid  de\'elopment  of  the  Unitetl  States  during-  this  hundicd 
\-ears  has  been  watched  b\'  thoui^htful  men  throu^'hout  the 
World,  —  b\'  some  with  i\:alous\',  others  with  s\-mpath\- ; 
and  tlieir  success  has  made  them  an  example  lor  other  coun- 
tries to  lollow.  ^rhey  ha\'e  stuod  the  test  of  a  cenlur\-  ;  and 
to-day,  throughout  the  land,  the  i^reat  birthd.i\-  of  the  nation 
is  commemoratini;"  wilh  io\'  and  exullalion  ne\er  bet'ore 
ccpialh'd. 

The  question  ma\'  occur,  \V\\\  is  this  notico  taken  of  a 
century?  \\di\'  is  a  celebration  more  fuiini;-  now  tlian  next 
ye.n-  or  last  \'ear?  It  is  because  tlieic  is  a  tendeiic\-  in  the 
human  mind  to  divide  time  iuto  rouiul  periotN.  At  tlie  end 
ol  a  centur\'  comes  a  stoppini^r.pla^-^.,  fiom  which  to  look 
hack  upon  an\'  (.'\ent  that  marketl  its  be^innin^".  in  our 
decimal  notaliou,  tlie  nuuiber  /("//  pla\s  an  important  part, 
and  is  .1   kind  ol   unit.     OrminalU    connected   in  meanmi;; 
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with  the  fingers  of  the  hand,  a  hundred,  in  its  primitive  sig- 
nification as  well  as  numerically  ten  te-ns,  is  a  large  unit,  — 
a  n.itural  division  of  duration.  If  man  had  been  endowed 
by  Nature  with  six  lingers  on  each  hand,  we  should  now 
have  a  duodecimal  system  of  numbers  instead  of  a  decimal 
system  ;  and  it  would  seem  just  as  easy  and  natural.  This 
tendency  in  the  human  mind  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  the 
last  census  returns  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Tha  number  of 
its  inhabitants  who  ga\'e  their  ages  as  ju>t  fjrt\--live  is  more 
than  twice  as  large  as  the  number  of  those  who  were  just 
fort}'-l()ur  or  just  tort\'-six.  The  number  ol  tliose  who  w  ere 
just  tilt}'  is  more  than  three  tinies  as  great  as  the  number  of 
those  who  were  just  l(jrt\'-nine,  and  abcnit  fi\'e  times  as  many 
as  the  ninnber  of  those  who  were  just  fitty-oue.  According 
to  these  returns,  there  are  nearl\-  twice  as  man\-  pers(jns 
who  are  iift\'-ti\'e  as  either  lifl\--four  or  fift\--six  ;  and  tliere 
are  four  times  as  many  who  are  .sixt\'  as  either  fill\'-nine 
or  sixty-one.  I'he  tens  have  a  stronger  attraction  than  llie 
fi\'es,  and  these,  in  their  turn,  than  tlie  other  numbers. 
This  example,  besitles  showing  the  untrustworths'  character, 
in  some  respects,  of  the  census  returns,  —  a  puiut  not  now 
to  my  pur[M)se,  —  shows  how  widel\'  per\'ading  is  tlie  feeling 
about  round  periods  ;  and  in  this  uni\'ersal  leeling  is  found 
the  answer  to  the  question,  wh\'  we  luu'e  the  celebration  at 
this  time. 

The  present  year  has  also  a  bi-centennial  anni\'ersary  that 
brings  us  together.  It  was  in  the  \  ear  1O76  that  this  town 
was  destroyed  b\'  the  Indians,  and  the  inhabitants,  with  all 
their  available  elTects,  were  ibrced  to  leave  it.  A  contempo- 
raneous account  of  the  reniowd  saws  that  there  were  >ixt\- 
carts  required  for  the  work,  and  that  t]ie\'  extended  along 
the  road  ior  uku'c  than  two  miles.  It  was  a  sorr\'  sight  to 
see  this  little  communit\'  leasing  their  homes,  which  thev 
had  Ih-st  established  twent\'-one  \  L'ai-s  before.  What  bitter 
[)angs  the\'  must  ha\'e  telt,  and  how  ihiik  their  luture  must 
have  seemed,  as  tluw  turned  to  look  for  llie  last  i'wuc  at  l.imil- 
iar  places,  —  their  rude  but  comtortable  homes,  their  humble 
meetini:-house,  and  the  i-icU'es  of  their  kimhed  whom  tluw 
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had  tenderly  laid  in  God's  acre,  yonder  bnryin<^r.place  !  As 
they  made  their  way  alon<^  the  rouf^li  and  muddy  roads,  the 
heartii  ot'  all  were  heavy  with  fjrief;  and  the  mothers'  eyes 
were  dimmed  with  tears,  as  the  thou<^dits  of  their  bli<^hted 
prospects  tilled  their  minds,  for  no  one  could  see  the  end  of 
their  misfortunes.  Their  hitler  experiences,  howe\-er,  af- 
fected more  than  one  generation.  Fortitude  is  the  logical 
result  of  hardships:  brave  parents  will  breed  brave  chil- 
dren. Our  fathers  little  thought  that  these  trials  were  mak- 
ing them  the  ancestry  of  a  strong  people,  \\\n>  themselves, 
a  century  later,  were  to  contend  successfully  with  the  strong- 
est power  in  the  world.  At  this  late  day  we  cannot  know 
all  their  sulTerings,  ])ut  we  do  know  that  they  were  a  God- 
feai-ing  community  ;  and  on  this  occasion  it  is  filling  that  we 
should  commemorate  their  virtues.  The\'  were  plain  folk, 
with  homeh'  trails  ;  and  their  best  memorial  is  the  simjile 
story  of  their  lives.  ]"or  this  reason,  1  purpose  to  give  a 
j')l.un,  unadorned  narration  of  some  of  the  more  important 
events  with  which  they  were  connected  from  tlie  ver\'  begin- 
ning of  the  town,  with  a  brief  account  of  some  of  the  actors  ; 
bringing  the  narration  down  through  the  last  century,  antl 
touching  lightly  upon  the  present  one. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1655,  the  townsliip  of  Groton 
was  granted  by  the  General  Court  to  a  number  of  petition- 
ers. It  was  situated  on  the  frontiers,  fourleen  miles  from 
the  nearest  selllement ;  and  at  that  lime  llu-re  were  but  eight 
other  towns  in  Middlesex  County.  What  inducements  were 
held  out  to  gain  settlers  for  the  new  town,  il  is  impossible 
now  to  ascertain.  Probably,  howex'er,  the  counlr\'  in  this 
neighborhood  had  been  reconni)itred  by  adventurous  men 
tVom  other  settlements  ;  and  il  is  like]\-  that  such  persons 
had  f)llowed  the  Indian  toolpalhs,  and  penetrated  to  what 
then  seemed  .1  gix'at  distance  into  the  countr\'.  These  jn'r- 
sons  knew  llu'  rivers  and  the  lulls,  anil  the  la\'  of  the  land 
gi'uerally  ;  and,  alter  coming  home,  tl\e\'  talkeil  about  the 
good  farming  counlrw  It  would  lake  but  a  lew  x  ears  thus 
to  establish  traditions  that  might  draw  a  lew  f.imilies  to  desii- 
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able  places.  It  hapi^'ned  then,  as  il  sometimes  happens  now, 
thai  lar^^e  fuse's  had  run  throui^h  the  woods  in  dry  weather, 
and  iiad  burned  until  they  were  put  out  by  some  rain-storm  ; 
leavin;^  a  track  of  black  desolation  that  would  last  lor  many 
a  }  ear.  And,  moreover,  there  were  small  patches  that  had 
been  planted  by  the  Indians  with  corn,  beans,  and  s(iuashes, 
and  therefore  read}"  Ibr  cultivation  b)-  whosoever  should  take 
possessicjn  of  them.  Jn  this  \va\-,  a  few  ]")laces  had  been 
more  or  less  cleared  ;  antl  the  w  ild  grasses  had  cau^lit-in 
sullicientlv  to  furnish  fodder  to  the  cattle,  ^fhis  last  con- 
sideration was  a  matter  of  consider;d)le  importance  to  tlie 
settlers.  In  plantiuL;"  towns,  it  undoubtedK'  weighed  with 
them  in  seleclini;  the  sites.  In  fact,  it  is  recorded  that, 
in  some  of  those  earU'  years,  feed  was  so  scaixe  tliat  the 
cattle  had  to  be  slaughtered  to  save  them  frc^ni  death  by 
hunger.  It  should  lie  boriu.'  in  mind  that  grass  was  not  then 
cultivated  as  it  is  now  ;  nor  was  it  for  more  than  a  cc-ntui-y 
alter  this  period.  In  the  winter,  cattle  had  to  be  kept  on 
corn-stalks,  and  the  nati\'e  wild  grasses  which  the  settlers 
had  gathered  w  herex'er  the\'  could  ;  and  it  required  rigid 
econom\',  even  on  these,  to  keep  them  till  spring. 

It  was  amid  such  and  other  dilliculties  tliat  our  f.ithei-s 
founded  their  settlements.  Prompted  bv  interest  or  enter- 
prise, families  woidd  plant  themseh'es  in  the  wilderness  aiul 
make  new  homes  away  Irom  neighbors  and  lar  trom  li  iends. 
As  these  settlements  increased  in  numbers,  the}'  were  C()nsti- 
luted  towns  without  much  formalit\'.  The.  only  Act  of  Incor- 
pt)ration  of  Jioston,  I )orchestei-,  and  \\\ilerlown,  wds  an 
order  of  the  General  Court  "  tli;it  Tri mountain  shall  be  called 
J)Oston  ;  jNIattapan,  Dorchester;  and  the  town  on  Charles 
River,  Watertown." 

Towns  thus  informally  establislu-d  ha\'e  grown  up  witli 
certain  rights  and  privileges,  as  well  as  iluties  and  obliga- 
tions, and  hax'c;  de\'elo[H'd  into  fixed  uuniieipal  corpoi'at'ons, 
as  we  find  them  to-dav.  Thex'  did  not  spring  into  existence 
full  gr(jw'n  and  clothed,  like  Miner\a  lioin  the  he.ul  ol  Jupi- 
li;r,  but  they  have  been  creatures  of  slow  growth.  The}' 
should  be  compared  rather  to  the  old  homestead  that  hiis 
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been  receivin^^  acldilioiis  and  improvements  duriiiL^  several 
generations,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  incrfasin^^  and 
constantly  chan<;in^  family,  until  linalU'  the  humble  Ikhisc 
lias  ex[Kinded  into  the  roonu'  structure. 

The  promin(,'nt  idea  in  the  minds  (jt"  tlie  loundrrs  of  New 
En^^dand  aj-jpears  to  ha\'e  been  the  sujiport  of  the  i^^ospel 
ministr}'.  After  this  came  the  management  of  their  j-)()htical 
allairs  and  the  support  of  free  schools.  Captain  ICdwai-d 
Johnson,  in  his  quaint  and  instructive  book,  Wonder- Work- 
ing Providence  of  Sion's  Saviour,  in  New  I'^ngland,"  sa_\  s 
that  it  was  ''as  unnatural  for  a  riglit  X.  K.  man  lo  h\'e  with- 
out an  able  Ministery,  as  for  a  wSmith  to  wt)rk  his  irt^n  with- 
out a  hi'e  ;  therefore  this  people  that  \N'ent  aliout  placing 
d(j\\n  a  ^Fown,  began  thi;  foundation-sU^ne,  with  earnest 
seeking  of  the  Lord's  assistance,  b\'  humbling  ol"  their  souls 
before  him  in  dales  of  pra\  er."  The  College,  which  was 
estLd)lished  so  earl}'  in  the  history  of  the  colony,  was  dedi- 
cated "  to  Chiist  and  the  Church";  and  t(j  the  present  time 
this  motto  is  ke[")t  on  the  College-seal. 

Mr.  lUitler,  in  his  ''History,"  says  that  "the  original  peti- 
tion lor  the  plantation  or  town  of  (jroton  is  uol  I'ound,  or  any 
record  of  it"  (page  it).  Since  this  statemL-nt  was  made, 
however,  one  of  the  petitions  —  for  it  seems  there  were  tw(3 
—  has  been  found  among  the  ]^apers  of  the  late  Captain 
Samuel  Shipley,  by  iNFr.  Charles  Woolley,  f)i-merlv  of  this 
town,  but  now  of  Waltham.  A  copy  of  it  was  jninted  in 
''The  New  En<{land  Historical  and  GenealoLiical  Reifister,"' 
for  J.muary,  i860  (xiv.  .jS).    It  is  as  follows:  — 

"  To  tlio  honored  Gcncrall  Courte  assc-mhled  at  IJoston  the  hum- 
ble i)etion  of  vs  whose  names  ar  here  under  w  i  itteii  luiinhly  shocth 

That  where  as  yourc  petioucrs  hv  a  prouideiiee  of  God  hauc 
beene  hrouglit  ouer  in  to  this  witlei  iies  and  lined  loni^^c  here  in  : 
and  being  sunithing  straiiL;htned  for  that  where  by  .^uhsistanec  in 
an  ordinaric  waic  of  Gods  prouidcncc  is  to  be  had  and  Considering 
the  a  lowanec  that  God  giues  10  the  sone>  of  men  fir  sueli  an  ende  : 
youn?  |)etioiieis  recjuest  therefore  is  that  \t)vi  would  he  |)leased  to 
grant  vs  a  j)laee  for  a  plantation  vpon  the  Kinm-  tliat  rnnes  tVoni 
Nasliaway  in  to  nieriniake  at  a   plaee  or  a  hontr  a  plaee  L'aK  d 
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petaiip;mk(.'t  and  ^^•al )ansconcoU  ami  yoiirc  i)uti(jner.s  shall  pray  for 
yourc  liap[)y  prosccilin^s 

W'lI.I.lM  MaU'IIN' 
Itlc  IIAKI)  Hl.Ool) 

John  W'rrr 
W'li.i.i.M  Lakin 
KiciiAKi)  IIai'j;\ 
TiMoriiv  C<jui'j.K 
joiiN  Lakin 
joiiv  15i.()()i) 

M  a  I  III     1\\KKING  r<JN 

itoiii.Kr  Hloud" 

Oil  tlic  third  p;iL(e  of  the  (lociinicnt,  tlic  decision  of  the 
General  Court  is  ^is  cn,  w  hich  runs  thus  :  — 

"  In  Alls'  t(j  hoth  thcMNO  ])L'tic()ns  The  Court  fii(l;^cth  it  mci-tc  to 
graunt  the  pcticou's  ci^^iit  luilos  s(pi;irc  in  the  j)lacc  (.Icsircd  to 
make  a  ComfurUthle  plantacon  wch  luMiceforlh  shall  he  Called 
Gioateu  foi  iuei  ly  kiKAvne  hy  the  name  of  l*etapa\va<^u^  :  that 
Danf(n  th  of  Cainhridj^e  \\ "'  such  as  he  shall  associate  to  him 
shall  and  hercl)y  is  desired  to  lav  it  ont  witli  all  eon\(,'nient  speeilo 
that  so  no  Jnconrai^ement  may  he  wantiiiL;  to  the  I'rticone's  for  a 
speed\'  procurinij^  ot"  a  '^(^dh'  minister  am<Mii^st  them  Proviiled  that 
none  shall  enjo\-  any  part  ov  porcon  of  that  land  hv  i;nit't  fiom  the 
scleetmen  of  that  plaee  hut  such  who  ^hall  huild  hu\\  ses  on  the'ue 
Lotts  so  jj;iven  them  onee  w'hin  ei^hteene  months  iVom  the  timo  of 
the  said  'I^junes  laying' out  or  Tonnes  i;raunt  to  sneh  persons:  and 
for  the   p'sent  Deanc   \Vinthro[)    M'  jn'  Tiid;er  'Idio  : 

llinckly  Dolor  l)a\  is  W"  Martin  Matliew  l\u-rin;4ton  julni  Witt 
and  Timothy  Couper  are  ^\i){n)lnled  the  selectmen  lor  tiie  said 
Towne  of  Groaten  for  one  two  \eares  from  the  time  it  is  lav'd  out, 
to  lay  out  and  dispose  of  particular  lotts  not  exceediui,'  twenty 
acres  t()  each  howse  lotl.  And  to  oiiK  r  the  jundent iall  allaires  of 
the  place  at  the  end  of  whic  h  time  other  selectmen  shall  he  chosen 
and  ap[)ointed  in  theirc  rooines,  the  selectmen  ot"  (»roaten  L;i\  in;^ 
M'  Danforth  such  sattibfaction  for  his  service  j)aiues  as  they  i\: 
he  shall  ai^rec  ; 

'idle  maj^ist'  hanc  past  this  with  reference  to  the  Consent  of 
thcire  hretlieien  the  depu's  hereto 

IOdwako  Kawson"  Seciety 

25  May  ir)55 

ddie  Deputies  Consent  heielo      W  ii.i.iam  d\)Ki'.i-,v  Cleric" 
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A  religious  temper  pervades  the  whole  petition,  which  in 
its  language  has  the  flavor  of  the  Old  Test.iment.  It  speaks 
of  iheir  having  been  brouglit  o\'ei-  "b\'  a  jM  ovidence  of  (iud," 
and  of  ihcir  living  long  in  the  wildL-rness.  in  answer  U)  it, 
the  Court  grants  a  tract  of  land  to  make  "  a  comfortable 
plantation,"  and  provides  for  its  snrve}'  and  prompt  location  ; 
naming  as  the  chief  end  the  speedy  procuring  of  a  godly 
minister  amongst  them,"  and  foreshadowing  in  its  action 
some  of  the  features  of  the  modern  Homestead  Acts  of  Con- 
gress, h'rom  these  expressions  we  may  learn  the  guiding 
thoughts  of  the  lirst  settlers  of  the  town  ;  and  it  is  a  pious 
dulv  we  owe  them  to  connnemorate  their  virtues  and  their 
deeds.  They  were  men  and  women  in  every  \va\'  worih\'  of 
all  the  respect  and  honor  we  can  pay  them  ;  and  1  congratu- 
l.Ue  those  oi  my  audience  who  trace  back  their  faunh'  line 
to  that  stock.  The  names  of  Parker,  Prescott,  and  Jilood, 
of  whom  there  are  so  many  descendants  still  among  us  ; 
of  Farnsworth,  Lawrence,  and  Shattuck,  names  not  to  be 
omitted  in  any  historical  record  of  the  town  ;  of  (jils(jn, 
Nutting,  and  Sawtell,  worthy  forefathers  of  worthy  progeny  ; 
of  Stone,  Moors,  andTarbell,  —  all  these  are  lamiliar  to  }'ou 
as  the  names  of  citizens  descended  from  the  founders  of  the 
town  ;  and  there  are  others  ecjually  woith}'  to  be  mentioned, 
that  will  readily  suggest  themselves. 

Mr.  Deane  Winthrop,  who  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list 
of  selectmen  appointed  by  the  Court,  was  a  son  of  (jo\  ernor 
John  Winthrop,  and  it  is  to  him  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
name  of  the  town.  A  native  of  Groton  in  Old  h^ngland,  it 
was  natural  for  him  to  wish  to  keep  the  name  fresh  ami  fra- 
grant (jn  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Groton,  in  Connecticut  — 
younger  by  half  a  century,  and  famous  as  the  scene  oi  the 
heroic  Ledyard's  death  —  owes  its  name  to  the  same  family. 
Groton,  in  New  York,  was  settled,  in  part,  hv  lamilies  from 
this  t(nvn.  New  Hampshire  and  W'rmont  both  ha\  e  tow  ns 
named  Groton,  though  they  are  comparatively  of  recent 
origin.  Why  they  were  so  called  I  h.ive  been  unable  to 
lind  out,  unless  it  was  that  the  fair  fame  and  reputation  of 
the  one  in  Massachusetts  had  made  the  name  auspicious. 


There  was  a  place  in  lloxbury,  a  hundred  and  tliirty  years 
a^^o,  that  was  sometimes  caHed  (ji'uton.*  It  was  a  C(jrriip- 
tion  of  (ireaton,  the  name  of  the  man  w  ho  kept  the  "  Chey 
Hound  "  tavern  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  word  Groton,  the  same  as  the  (irotena  of  l)(jmesdav 
Book,  probably  means  (jrit-town,  or  v**^and-to\vn ,  —  from  the 
Ani^lo-Saxon,  ^Xf/'t'^?/,  grit,  s;md,  cUi.st ;  and  tun,  vilhige  or 
town.  The  locaHty  of  the  i'>ngh.sh  (/roion  is  in  fact  a  sandv 
(jne.  A  pr(){-)er  pride  of  birth  woukl  suggc'^t  that  the  name 
was  doubtless  also  appropriate  by  rcaxm  of  the  (;urr  or 
pluck,  now  as  well  as  then,  characteristic  of  the  }K-ople  of 
any  town  so  named. 

Groton,  in  Sullblk,  luigland,  is  an  ancient  plac*,*,  —  tliere 
being  a  record  in  Domesday  Jiook  of  its  population  antl 
wealth,  in  some  detail,  at  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
and  also  before  him,  umler  the  Anglo-Saxon  King,  JCdward 
the  Confessor.  A  literal  translation  of  this  census-rciurn  of 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  \'ears  ago  is  as  follows  :  — 

In  the  time  of  Kin;^  ICdward  t  saint  I-^dinuiid  held  (Jroton  for 
a  manor,  one  carucate  i  and  a  half  (A  huid.  Al\va\s  [there  were] 
S  villeins  and  ^  hordaiii  [a  rather  higher  sort  of  serfs;  e  )tlersj. 
Always  [thci'o  was]  i  plongh  in  demesne.  Alwa\s  z  plonLjhs  of 
homagers"  [tenants]  ''and  i  aere  (jf  meadow.  A  mill,  for  winter. 
Always  i  work-horse  and  7  cattle  and  16  swine  and  30  sheep  ami  1 
free  tnen  of  half  a  carncate  of  land  and  they  eonUl  give  and  sell  their 
land.  Seven  hordarii.  Alwa\s  i  plon-^li  i\.  i  aeie  of  meadow" 
[belonging  to  these  7  hordarii.]  Then  "  [i.e.,  uniier  Kint^  l.du  ald] 
"  it  was  worth  30  shillings,  and  now  It  has  in  lenL;th  7  fmlon;_;s 

and  I  in  breadth.  In  the  same,  12  frtx'  men  and  they  have  1  eain- 
cate  and  it  is  worth  20  shiUinL^s.  All  these  eonld  c^ive  aiul  sell 
their  land  in  the  time  of  King  ICdwartl.    Saint  ICdmond  has  the 

*  New  luit^laiul  Historical  ;uul  Goncalo^'it.  ;il  Rcs^ibtLT,  x\iv.  56  ;;<)/<•,  Co. 

t  Some  iilea  of  tlie  contlcnsed  cliaraetcr  of  entries  in  Doinesil.-iy 
Book  may  be  gathereil  from  tlie  ft)llo\viii'j^  transcript  of  the  Latin  bei^innim; 
of  tlie  account  of  Groton,  in  which  tlie  matter  witliin  the  bi-ncket>>  is  what 
the  Norman  scrivener  omitted  :  "Grolena[m)  tfempoie]  r[egisj  IO[cl\variliJ 
ten[iiit]  Sb'^'ictus]  c[chiiuiuhisl  pfro)  nian[erio|,"  etc. 

\  The  carncate  was  a  "  plouijli  huul,"and  is  v.vriousl  v  set  at  from  twelve 
to  one  hundred  acres. 
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soc,  protection  and  servitude"  [i.e.,  tlie  lord's  lec^nl  rights].  "7 
pence  of  j^elt"  [i.e.,  Dane-geliiJ,     but  otheis  hold  there." 

Such  were  the  ccnsus'rcturns,  made  nearly  ei^dit  hundred 
years  ai^o,  of  the  place  from  which  our  i^ood  cdd  name  is 
taken,  and  w  hich  on  that  account  w  ill  al\\  a\  s  be  of  interest 
to  us. 

It  is  curi(jus  to  note  the  diHereut  ways  which  our  lat]u,'rs 
had  ol"  siK'llini;-  the  name;  and  the  same  persons  toijk  iillle' 
or  no  care  to  write  it  imifoinih'.  In  those  days,  the\'  paid 
scarcely  any  attention  to  what  is  now  n-L;"arded  as  an  impor- 
tant branch  of  education.  AmtjUL,^  the  documents  and  pajters 
that  I  ha\'e  had  occasion  to  consult  and  use  in  the  prcparalion 
of  this  address,  I  lind  the  word  sjK-lled  in  lourleen  dillcr- 
ent  wa\  s  ;  viz.,  Ciroton,  (jrotton,  (jroten,  (jiutten,  (ii-oaton, 
Groatton,  Groaten,  Grooton,  Grauton,  Grawten,  (nawtun, 
Growton,  Groughton,  and  Croaton. 

Dictionaries  ot'  our  lani;ua_L(e  were  hardU'  know  11  at  that 
time  and  there  was  no  standard  for  spellini;-  ;  and  it  seems  as 
if  e\'ery  one  s]")elled  accordini;-  to  his  feelings  at  tlu-  moment. 
In  many  cases  the  odtler  the  (orm,  the  better.  As  an  in- 
stance of  orlhoi;rapliic  license  then  pre\alenl,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  there  are  sixty-live  ditTerent  nrndcs  in 
which  the  name  of  Shakesj-jcare  was  written. 

^^)nder  ri\'er,  familicU"  to  us  as  the  Nashua,  is  spoken  ol, 
in  a  record  by  M'liomas  X()\'es,  in  165Q,  as  the  (ji"i>alen 
l<i\(  r,  and  is  so  called  in  more  than  one  place.  While  this 
would  ha\-e  gratified  our  local  pritle,  1  am  not  son-y  that  the 
name  A'ds/iud  was  tinall\"  kept.  It  is  to  be  i"ei;rrttetl  that  so 
few  of  the  Indian  words  have  been  retained  b\'  us  to  desiij- 
nate  the  rivers  and  the  hills  and  other  localities.  I[owe\cr 
nmch  such  W(U"ds  ma\'  ha\'e  been  twisted  and  distorted  by 
J'>nL;lish  pi^onunciation  and  misapplic.ition,  U\cv  turiii>h  us 
now  with  one  of  the  few  links  that  connect  us  with  j>re- 
historic  limes  in  America.  The  word  .\'r/.s/'//'r/, '  in  its  lul- 
ness  and  before  it  was  clipi">ed,  meant  //u^  liuui  hct n'coi ,  and 
referred  to  the  tract  on  which  Lancaster  was  settled.  In  cause 
it  was  btliL'cni  the  branches  of  the  river  ;  the  name,  how  e\a  r, 


♦  Collt-'i  l  ions  ot  llir  I  it  111  Historical  Soi  irly.  ll. 
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was  afterward  transferred  from  the  territory  to  the  river 
itself. 

Among  the  earliest  papers  at  the  State  Mouse,  relating  to 
the  town,  is  a  request  for  a  brandinark.  Joscpli  Parker 
represents  to  the  Governor  and  magistrates,  in  a  writing 
dated  May  31,  1666,  that  he  has  been  chosen  constable,  and 
asks  that  the  letters  (jR.  —  or  monogram,  as  we  sliould  call 
it — be  recorded  as  the  brandm.uk  (>{  the  town.  This  was 
wanted  probably  for  marking  cattle.  "  In  answer  to  this  ukj- 
tion  the  Deputies  ap[irove  of  \  ^-  letter  (jR.  to  be  v^  bi'and 
marke  of  groaten."  ^ 

V^ery  soon  after  the  siHtlemi'ut  of  the  town,  there  was  a 
complaint  of  improper  management  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
prietors, and  the  (ieneral  Court  apj^ointed  a  committee  to  U)()k 
into  the  subject.  This  connniltee  \'isited  the  j^lace,  and  re- 
ported on  "  the  entanglements  that  have  obstructed  the  plant- 
ing tliereof,"  giving  at  the  same  time  their  opinion  that  there 
was  land  enough  here  t(^  furnish  subsistence  b\-  husbandrv  to 
sixty  tamilies.  When  we  consider  that  this  opinion  was  the 
result  of  deliberate  calculation,  on  the  jiart  of  disinteresit-d  men, 
before  the  town  was  shorn  ot'  its  original  dimensions,  it  shows 
the  vanitv  of  human  proj")hec\',  and  should  serve  as  a  warniuLi; 
to  us  all  to  abstain  from  ju-ediction  in  regard  to  a  centurv 
hence.  There  are  now  nearU'  ten  thousand  jn'rsons  in  the 
territory  oi  the  original  (iroton  PhuUation,  li\ing  mainl\- 
by  the  products  of  tlu;  land. 

Vov  some  years  before  the  destruction  of  the  town,  the 
Indians    be</an    to    threaten    the    inhabilanls.     The\-  were 

o 

troublesome  neighbors  at  tlu:  best,  and  their  mowmenis 
required  careful  watching.  Sonu:  of  them  w  I're  friemlU', 
but  others  were  hostile  ami  ti-eacherons.  The\-  had  ahead)' 
acquired  tlu:  taste  U)r  strong  driid>L,  and,  on  more  than  one 
occasi(Ui ,  tlrnnkcn  br.iwls  and  lights, w  iiA-h  ended  in  nun-der, 
had  taken  place  Intween  them  and  the  settlers.  In  .Ma\-, 
166S,  Captain  Richard  W'aldi'on  buill  a  trucking  or  ti'ading 
]u)use  at  Pennicook,  now  L'oncord,  New  Hampshire,  where 
a  few  wei'ks  alterwatds  Thomas  1  Dickinson  was  nuutleii'd 
bv  an  Indian;  and  "rum  did  it."     The  alVair  ci'i'ated  great 
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excitement,  and  it  lias  been  supposed  that  it  j^ireNcnted  a 
settlement  ot"  the  phice  at  that  time  ;  at  an\'  rate,  none  was 
made  until  1726.  A  wariMnt  was  issued  to  the  con.'^tahle  ot" 
(iroton  to  sununon  John  I'a^e,  Thom.is  Taibell,  Jr.,  Jcjst'ph 
Jjlood,  and  Robert  J\irish,  all  ot'  this  town,  to  appear  before 
the  (/eneral  Court  at  IJo^ton  to  L;'i\'e  their  testimon\',  which 
the\'  tlid  umler  (;ath.  It  appeared  in  the  e\'idence  tliat  there 
haii  bei'U  a  drunken  vuw  y  and  that  Tohaw  nto,  the  chiel,  tie- 
sired  them,  il  the\'  had  brop^ht  any  liquor,  to  pour  it  on  the 
ground;  lor,  said  he,  it  will  make  tiie  Indians  "all  one 
J)i\ill."'  b'rom  this  it  would  seem  that  rum  in  those  d.iys 
wa.-^  about  the  same  as  it  is  now,  —  no  better  and  no  worse, 
—  for  it  htill  makes  people  all  one  de\'il.- 

,Man\'  of  the  hubums  had  now  been  sup[V.ied  with  lire- 
arms,  which  made  them  bold  ani.1  insolent,  an^l  it  is  not 
stran^-e  that  the  natural  tentlenc\-  of  e\  enls  should  have  been 
toward  Ojx-n  hostilities.  W'e  can  readils'  understand  how 
the  fears  ot"  the  coloni.>ts  were  excited  when  they  thoui;-ht  of 
their  own  helpless  families  and  their  expt)sed  situation.  it 
betokened  no  cowardice  to  entertain  this  lei-lin^,  .ind  it  was 
the  part  of  wisdom  to  pret^are  tor  the  worst.  At  an  early 
dav  there  was  a  mililar\'  or^'ani/.alion  in  the  town,  and 
we  lind  the  tollowim;-  order  in  the  ?sl ;issachu>etl>  Records, 
passed  Oct.  15,   1673,  in  relation  to  it:  — 

''The  nhllitarv  eompaiu'  of  (b'oaten  Iu'iml^  ciisiiuit  o!  inihlar\' 
olViccrs,  the  Court  juil;_;ctli  it  meet  to  ehoo^o  iV  ap[)oiiit  James 
l*aikia-  to  hi'  tlicirc  eaptaiiic,  W'"'  bakin  to  he  K  ifUMiuaiit.  Na- 
thaniel Lawrence  to  he  their  eusi'^nc." 

1'he  thuncU'r  of  the  distant  storm  now  bei^an  to  be  heard, 
and  llu*  colonists  were  askini;  tor  proti'Cti(m.  'I'hey  little 
thought  that  the  li^htniuL;"  nv.is  to  strike  so  soon  and  with 
such  fatal  \'iolence  ;  but  in  tlu'  pro\-idence  ol  (  lod  it  was 
thus  orilained. 

L'aj'tain  Tai-ker  writes  to  (jovernnr  Rewri'tl ,  n nder  ilate 
of  Aul;.  1^75.  that  the  inhabilanls  "are  in  .1  \a  ry  ^na-at 
strait,"  and  "are  vei'\'  much  di>couraL,^ed  m  llu  ii"  sjhiais  ; 
that  the}'  want  ammunition  and   twenty  j^^ood  muskets  lor 
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their  picked  men.  The  letter*  itself,  witli  the  quaint  expres- 
sions of  two  centuries  a<^o,  will  i;i\e  you  a  better  idea  of 
their  narrow  circumstances  than  an\'  extracts  Ironi  it;  so  1 
read  it  entire  :  — 

"To  the  hoiiouni  J(j1ui   Lciicrcl  Es(iviir  CJoucrrKnir  of  the  Mussechu^cts 
collony 

I  Ioiu)in"c'(l  Sir  with  the  rest  of  your  counse  l!  I  have  made  hold 
to  cntonn  }()ur  wor-hij^s  how  the  case  stand  wil'.i  us  that  the 
In(liaii>5  are  aproach-  iumi'  to  us  our  scouts  lia\e  discouerd  sev- 
erall  tracks  very  near  the  hahitahle  j)arts  of  the  tcnvn  and  one 
Indian  the\'  discouerd  hut  escajn  from  them  h\  Skulkin;^  amonLJ^t 
the  hushes  and  som  of  tl le  I nliahitants  of  our  town  have  heard  thr  ill 
in  the  nit^iit  sinj^int;  and  hal!(jein^.  which  doe  detcrmin  tu  us  their 
threat  hei;4ht  oi'  Insolenc\' :  we  are  in  a  \ei\-  j^reat  strait  oui-  In- 
hahitants  are  \cvv  nuich  discoura<_,a'il  in  their  spirits  and  theiihy 
dissuaded  from  their  cahin^i^s  I  ha\e  iecei\'ed  20  men  from  the 
woishiptaU  Major  W'iilard  and  Captain  Mosvcll\-  nun  to  lu  Ip  secur 
our  town,  hut  notw ithstandi ni^  we  aie  in  a  \er\'  we-aiv  ca[)ai-it\'  to 
defend  (jurseh'es  ai^Minst  the  Insolencv  and  j^otencv  of  the  enemy 
if  they  shold  apear  in  numher  and  with  that  violene  that  the\  (h.l 
apcar  at  quaiiot^  [  1  hookliidd]  the  which  the  <^ood  \ovd  forhid  if  it 
he  his  <;ood  plea^ur,  much  lionoured  and  respecteil  the  l,^ooi1  lord 
he  with  vou  In  yuuv  con-uhation>  that  \ou  ma\-  mulerst.mil  what 
to  doe  for}i)ur  new  eiv^land  Israel  at  >ui-h  a  tim  as  this  aiul  in  par- 
ticular (nuscKcs  antl  foi'  our  dear  iu  i;_;hl)ours  at  Lancaster  upt>n 
wdiom  the  enemy  liave  made  an  Imaid  6  persons  -'re  alreads'  found 
and  hm  \  ed  the  72  which  the}-  tloe  ex[H  ct  is  kild  is  not  as  \  et  found 
you  may  he  pleased  to  tak  notice  that  we  shall  want  anmunulion 
spedily  hy  reason  that  we  have  parted  with  som  to  Cap'  Mosselly 
nu'ii  and  som  we  spent  in  tlie  lii^lit  at  (juahoj^  as  also  I  ha\e  sup- 
l\'ed  tiie  souldicis  witli  anumilion  that  were  sent  to  nu'  that  was 
lm[)lo\ed  in  tlu;  scrsice  thi^\  ha\ in;_;;  s[)L'nt  their  anuuunilion  If 
}<)u  could  help  lis  with  20  L^ood  nm.ski'ts  \\>v  our  j")ik  nuMi  and  I 
will  return  them  ai^ain  or  (dse  |j;i\c  a  \alluahle  price*  for  tlu-m  in 
such  pay  as  we  can  produce  anu)n;_,^  oursrhes  not  else  at  jiresi-nt 
but  lea\  c  you  to  the  <;uiilance  of  the  ( iod  of  hi  a\  cn  who  is  the  onlv 
wise  counsellor  and  remaiiu' 

^'()m"  ser\'ant  to  coni.uul  in  an\-  scr\ ici^  to  ni\'  power 

*•  I  \Mi;s  Pakki.h  Caj)' 

iVom  ( Jrott  n 
Au^^u st  2^75" 

*  M;iss;n:husottb  Archives,  i.xvii.  :.\\. 
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A  few  clays  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  Captain  Samuel 
Moseley  writes*  from  "  Naslioway  AUias  Lankaster  :  i6|'' 
Aui^s^  1675,"  that,  in  acc(jrtlance  with  iiislriiLtions  from 
Major-General  Dennisun,  he  luul  sent  "12  men  tu  Grual- 
ton.'' 

In  those  tlas's,  tliere  was  no  [")h\'sician  in  town  to  olTer  his 
professional  ^k\\\  to  the  i(o\'ernnu*nt  in  their  time  ui  need  ; 
and  it  was  necessary  to  iin[)ress  inU)  the  puhlic  ser\'iee  a 
sur;^eon,  as  well  as  a  hoi-se  and  accoutrements,  as  we  lind 
(rorii  the  following  onler  '  addressed 

"To  Tin;  CoNSTAiiLE  or  Boston. 

Tlicsc  Rc([iiire  von  in  his  Maj'>^  name  foi  tliu  illi  to  Iiiiprcsse 
M""  \\'"'  IlauUins  Cliinirij^t'oii  :  Inutliatcly  to  prepare  liinisclf  w''' 
materials  as  Cliiriir;4i-on  to  dispatch  to  Marlhoro.  to  Cap'  Moselv 
cvi  atteiul  his  motion  t\:  soiihliers  at  (iroaten.  or  elsewhere:  lor 
weh  I'^^i)  1  you  aie  also  to  Inipresse  an  ahle  liorse  i\:  furniture  for 
hlui  to  ( ioe  :  w'''  the  Poit 

*"l)ated  at  Host(iU  17  Angus'  1675  makiui;  Return  hcreot'  to 
the  Secrety 

By  y^"  Council 

"  Ei)\\ .  Rawson  Sccreiv  " 

And  the  constable  nnuh'  the  indorsement  on  the  order 
that  Dr.   Hawkins  was  dnl\'  wainetl. 

At  this  time,  King  Philip's  War  had  begun,  and  ojum 
]u)stilities  had  ahirmed  the  inhabitants  ot'  this  place.  'Phe 
Ci)uncil  passed  an  order,"  v^i-pt.  8,  i^75^  that  Cornet 
'I'lunnas  Hr<ittle  and  Lieutenant  'Phomas  i  P  nchm.m  shoidd 
take  fitty  men,  of  which  thirl\'  were  [o  come  iVum  Xorlolk 
and  twentv  from  Middlesex,  and  ]ilace  them  in  the  gariisons 
ot'  Dunstable,  (hoton,  and  r>ancasler,  in  such  proportions  as 
tlu'\'  should  deem  I'xpedii'ut.  'i'hes'  were  to  place  tluun 
imder  the  coiiiand  ol  the  chicle  nulitary  oirua  rs  ot  each 
towne  :  gi\  eing  those  ollicers  dii  eclion  :  to  )o .  ne  OC'  lyst 
other  meet  persons  of  their  owne  compan\es  with  tluun, 
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order  them  ever}'  dav  to  surround  the  townes  \  '  \'  are  to  se- 
cui-e  ;  cK:  if  lhe\'  can  to  carry  doL;<,^s  with  \ to  search  lor  cS: 
(hscover  an\'  enini\-  that  may  aprocli  nere  such  lowne  vS:  at 
uiL;ht  U)  repaire  unto  such  corps  du  gaurd,  as  are  appointed 
to  them  lur  the  securit)'  ot  the  s'  phice." 

About  this  time,  the  question  ot"  withdrawing  a  consitlera- 
ble  force  Irom  the  garrisons  seems  to  lia\'e  been  considered  ; 
Init  a  protest  against  such  action  was  drawn  up  and  signetl 
by  Simon  Wilhird  and  three  othei-s,  wh(j  were  })robably  tlie 
otlicers  in  command.  From  the  represcntdlion  they  made, 
it  is  not  hkel\-  that  an\'  troops  were  tdken  awa\-.-' 

In  the  autumn  (October  27)  of  this  \  ear,  the  town  was 
assessed  .€11  10s.  as  her  rale  to  carr\'  on  the  war;  and, 
when  paid  in  nionc\',  (;ne-c|uarter  to  l)e  abated. 

The  coming  winter  must  ha\e  been  a  hard  one  for  the 
colonists,  not  onl\'  liere  but  throughout  New  Eniihind.  The 
huhans  had  burned  some  towns  and  threatened  (Uhers,  and 
it  was  a  season  of  distrust  and  tlespair.  'I'he  lime  was  va\^- 
idly  appr(jaching  for  this  town  to  sulfer,  and  soon  the  .strt»ke 
came,  ^rhey  \N(ndd  ha\'e  been  moie  than  human  if  the\' 
had  not  fill  desponderil  al  the  hard  late  that  had  now  hv- 
fallen  them.  The\-  had  sei'ii  {\\v\v  houses  and  barns  burned, 
and  all  the  results  of  their  labor  and  ihiaft  destros'ed  in  a 
dav.  I'he  little  meeting-house,  rudeh'  constructed  but  no 
less  dear  to  them,  was  now  a  lu-.ip  o(  ashes.  'J\)-d.i\- 
its  ver\'  site  is  unknown.  Scnne  words  ot  conscjlation ,  aiul 
exhortation  to  trust  in  the  jtroxMclence  ol  (jod,  U-11  irom 
the  lips  of  their  good  ]')aslor,  Mr.  W'lllard,  as  the\'  looki-d 
tearfulU'  on  their  ruined  homes.  lie  had  Inen  ihcir  giiiile 
and  teacher  during  thirtt'en  \  ears  ;  and  much  that  is  inter- 
esting is  known  concerning  hiin. 

vSamuel  W'illard  was  born,  |an.  ^^^i,  t^m-.|0,  at  Concord, 
Massachusetts.  lb'  was  the  son  of  .Major  Simon  Willartl, 
at  oni'  time  an  inha])ilanl  of  lliis  town,  and  graduatrd  at 
Ilarwird  College  in  the  year  1051);  being  the  oiiK'  member 
ol  the  class  who  took  his  second  degree.  lie  came  heri'  to 
succeed  Mr.  John  Mibei-,  the  fust  minister  of  tlu'  li>wn,  who 
died,  June  12,  1603.     Mr.  WiUard  began  to  j^-cach  probablv 


21 


late  in  the  year  1662,  or  early  in  1663.    In  tlie  latter  vear, 
on  the  l\\ent\-lirst  ot'  some  nionlli, — conjectured  to  he  June, 
the  woi  tls  of  the  records  heiny-  so  worn  as  lu  he  iliei^ihle,  — 
it  was  ''\(jlcd  that  Mr.  Wilhird,  if  he  will  accept,  shall  he 
their  minister  as  loni;  as  he  lives."     AL^ain>t  this  aclicjn 
there  were  live  dissentient  votes,  which  numher  consliluleil 
prohahly  one-cjuarter  of  all  the  \(>ters  ;   and  the\'  certainls' 
were  am()n<4'  tlie  principal  and  mo>t  inlluenti.il  inhahilanls  ot' 
the  town.     Mr.  W'lllard  must  ha\'e  heen  a  man  of  a  i^^ood 
deal  ()\  character  to  ha\'e  heen  setlleil  in  spile  of  this  oj'jposi- 
tion,  and  he  seems  to  have  li\ed  it  down  \er\'  successlul  1  \' . 
Ilis  relations  with  the  pe<jple  were  alwaws  harmonious;  and 
his  salary  was  ;;ra(luall\-  increased  until  it  was  douhle  the 
original  amount.     The  lirst  \  ear  of  his  miidstrs',  it  was  fixed 
at  torty  pounds;  the  second  \ear,  at  hfl\'  j-)ounds  ;  the  third 
and  several  successi\"e  \'etU's,  at  si\l\'  j'lounds  ;  and  linallN'  at 
eiL^lit\',  part  ot  it  hein^;'  in  countrs'  pa\'.     I'his  was  the  old 
expression  lor  pa\inL;  in   produce.     Autl  when  ilu;  sahu'y 
was  voted,  Oct.  14,  1672,  it  was  reckonetl  at  li\e  shilliuL^rs  a 
hushel  lor  wheat  ;  four  shillinn's  for  r\'e,  harlex',  and  peas; 
with  pork  and  heef  at  three  pence  a  pound  ;  "and  all  such  as 
cannot  pa\'  his  third  p.ii't  of  his  pa\'  in  ihiL;li>h  ciun  and 
proxisions,  tluw  shall  pa\'  in   Indian  corn  at  two  shillin^^s 
j)er  hushel;  and  the  remainder  of  his  pa\'  in  hulian  corn  at 
three  .shilhn^s  <i  hu.shel  :  his  lii-ewDod  also  aho\  e  his  ei^htx' 
pounds.     And   larther  these-   persons  here  set  tlown  [Ser- 
^a\nit  Parker  and  ele\en  (UhersJ   do  promise  and  eni^aL^e  to 
q;et  Mr.  Willard's  lia\',  mowini;-  and   making;-  and  fetchini; 
home  for  eiL;ht  shillings  per  load,  at  a  seasonahle  time,  x'iz., 
in  the  middle  of  July." 

Mr.  W^illard  was  a  scholar  and  w  riter  of  con^iderahle  note 
in  his  da\',  .md  e\en  now  would  he  consiilered  such.  Ihit 
little  is  known  (;1  his  e:irl\'  historx'  ;  and  no  church-record 
durin;^  his  ministr\'  in  (ii'olon  i.s  (.•xtanl.  Comim;'  here  in 
the  vi<ror  of  xouul!  manhood,  at  the  a-'c  ol  twentx  -thri-e, — 
if  we  ma\-  judi^e  him  iVom  the  hiL;h  position  he  allerward 
attained,  —  it  is  fail'  to  assume  that  he  rxei  leil  a  slron<;  intlu- 
ence  in  this  neighborhooil.     It  is  proh.ihle  that  his  early 
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experiences  here  fitted  him  for  the  places  of  honor  and  d\(^- 
nily  tliat  he  was  subsequently  called  upon  to  hll.  A  few 
weeks  alter  his  settlement,  he  nKinied  Abigail  Sherman,  a 
grand-daughter  of  Thomas  D.ircy,  J^arl  of  Rivers;  and, 
after  her  death,  he  married,  as  his  second  wife,  l^unice, 
daughter  of  Julward  'fyng.  lie  had  a  large  family  of  cliil-- 
dren,  of  whom  !i\-e  were  born  in  this  t(A\n.  One  of  his 
great-grandsons,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  was  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  ol  Independence. 

In  the  N'car  1673,  Mr.  W'lllard  published  a  volume  of  ser- 
mons entitled,"  Usefid  Instructions  for  a  professing  People  in 
Times  of  great  Securit\'  and  I  )egenerac\'  :  delivered  in  sev- 
eral Sermons  on  vSolemn  Occasions." 

It  consists  of  three  sermons,  of  which  one  was  preached 
on  the  occasion  of  a  case  of  wilchcrai'i  that  I  shall  mention 
shortlw  It  is  e\'ident,  tVom  a  relerence  in  the  sermon,  that 
the  fame  or  notorieU'  of  the  case  had  spread  far  from  this 
town.  Mr.  AV'illard  saws:  ''There*  i>  a  voice  in  it  to  the 
whole  Land,  but  in  a  more  especial  manner  to  i'>oor  (iroton; 
it  is  not  a  Judgement  afar  olf,  but  it  is  near  us,  \'ea  among 
us." 

The  l)ook  is  inscribi'd,  "To  his  lu'loved  h^riends  the  Inhab- 
itants of  (jroton."  Like  all  the  publiccUions  of  that  time,  it 
is  purel}'  theological,  and  contains  nothing  now  of  parlicuhir 
interest.  If  he  had  given  us  e\en  a  few  lines  of  town  his- 
t()r\',  it  would  be  almost  inx'aluable.  We  look  in  \  ain  through 
its  pages  lor  anv  thing  that  throws  light  on  the  manni'rs  and 
customs  of  the  earl)'  settlers.  W do  lind,  howewi-,  the 
inotles  and  habits  ol"  thought  that  XN'ere  prewdent  in  those 
daws  ;  and  with  these  we  mu.st  be  content,  for  the  sermons 
furnish  nothing  more. 

In  the  \  ear  1671,  there  occurred  here  a  ca^e  of  so-c.dled 
witchcraft,  and  to  this  Mr.  W'illard  ga\e  much  time  and  at- 
tention. He  wrote  a  vei-\-  Inng  letter*  to  Cotlun  Mather, 
giving  the  minutest  tlelails  in  regard  to  it,  and  Or.  Mather 

*  Mr.  Willard's  letter  is  printcJ  in  full  in  the  "Collections  of  the  Ma>sa- 
cluisetts  Historical  Socielv,"  vulinne  viii.,  fourlli  berie^,  page  555. 


» 


2.3 


refers  to  the  case  in  his  "Magnalia  Christi  Americana" 
(B()(^k  vi.,  chapter  7,  pa;^e  67).  The  victim  of  the  witch- 
craft was  one  IChzabeth  Knap,  who  had  the  \<>n[^  tiain  (jf 
S}'mptoins  which  thi-n  wi-rc  usually  ascribL-d  to  the  personal 
influence  of  the  ]']\il  One,  but  which  no\\iula\-s  would  cun- 
stilute  a  \vell-niai"ked  case  of  hysteria.  I'^oni  an  expression  in 
Mr.  W'illard's  letter,  we  h.'cU-n  that  the  '^\v\  went  U)  school  in 
his  house,  from  which  lact  we  inter  that  the  minister  of  the 
town  was  als(j  the  teacher  of  the  children.  At  one  time  his 
residence  was  used  as  a  meelin<^^-h(nise,  and  now  as  a  school- 
house.  Its  e.xact  localitN'  is  not  known  to  u>,  though  it  was 
in  the  present  Main  Street.  From  another  expression  in  the 
lettei",  we  learn  ihere  was  "a  great  meadow  neere  the  h(juse," 
which  could  be  seen  from  one  of  the  wind(;ws  in  a  lower 
room. 

The  assault  b\-  the  Indians  on  the  town  was  followed  bv 
the  breaking  up  of  the  place  and  the  scattering  of  the  inliabi- 
tants.  Mr.  Willard  never  returned  to  his  pastorate.  St)on 
aflei-ward  he  was  installed  o\'er  the  Old  Soutli  Church  in 
Jjostcm,  as  the  colleague  of  the  Re\-ereiul  Th(jmas  Thacher. 
In  the  \-ear  1701,  he  was  chosen  \'ice-president  of  II.ii-\-ard 
Cob jge,  which  ofllce  he  filled  till  his  death,  at  the  same 
time  j-ierforming  the  duties  oi  minister  of  the  Old  South. 
His  connection  with  the  College  was  reall}-  that  of  Presitlenl, 
although  he  was  called  the  Vice-president,  /i'he  distinction 
was  nominal  rather  than  real.  The  Presidi-nt  w  as  oblige-il 
b\'  the  Constitution  to  live  at  Cambridge,  and  this  he  was 
unwilling  to  do  ;  so  he  acted  as  such  without  the  title. 

As  minister  of  the  Old  South,  Mr.  W'illartl  baptizeil  l-)en- 
jamin  Franklin.  I'he  }'oung  phihjsopher  was  born  in  .Milk 
Street,  directly  o[')i')osite  the  chuich,  whither  he  was  taken 
to  receive  the  sacrament  ot  baptism  while  yi-t  his  earthly 
pilgrimage  was  limited  to  a  tew  hours  ot  time. 

l^^r.  Willard's  health  began  to  tail,  as  he  approaclu'd  his 
three  score  \-ears  and  ten,  the  period  ot  lite  allotti'd  hv  the 
Psalmist,  and  he  pic  sidi-d  tor  tlu'  last  time  at  the  Colh'ge 
Commencement,  in  July,  1707.  In  August,  the  Ciovernor 
and  Council  were  notilied  that  he  w  as  not  capable  of  doing 
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the  work  at  CambriclL,rtj  fyr  anulhcr  }ear.  lie  died,  Septem- 
ber 12,1  707 . 

J)r.  l\-niberlon,  in  his  funeral  sermon,  savs  of  him  that, 
"His  Master  committed  to  his  Pastoral  C.ire  a  Flock  in  a 
more  obscure  part  of  this  Wilderness,  luil  so  <neat  a  Li«dit 
was  soon  observed  thro'  the  whole  Land.  And  his  Lord  tlid 
not  desii^n  to  bur\'  him  in  obscuritN',  but  to  j-ylace  him  in 
a  more  eminent  stalion  uhich  he  was  (jualilied  lor." 

Several  printed  accounts  of  KIiil;  IMiihp's  W^ir  a|-)peared 
very  soon  idler  it  was  ended  ;  and  these  furnish  neiirh'  all 
that  is  know  n  in  re^ai-d  lo  it.  In  tho>e  da\  s,  there  w  .is  n.) 
special  corresj^ondenl  on  the  spot  to  get  the  news;  anil,  as 
the  lacililies  for  inlercomp.mnic.ition  were  limited,  these  ac- 
counts diller  somewliat  in  the  detaiN,  but,  t;iken  as  a  whole, 
the\-  are  sulTicientlv  accurate. 

'J'he  loss  of  life  or  limb  sustained  b\'  the  ICnii^lish  at  this 
attack  on  (iroton,  I'ortuuateU',  was  nut  L;"ieat.  S()  Lir  as  is 
n(j\v  known,  onh'  one  ]")ei"son  was  killed  and  two  W(junded. 
It  is  recorded,  howex'er,  that  J'jhn  .M<jr>e  was  carried  olV ; 
but  he  dill  not  remain  a  prisoner  lor  a  luni^'  time.  Within  a 
tew  months  oi"  his  capture,  lu'  was  ransomed  b\'  Mr.  J'»hn 
Hubbard,  of  Boston,  who  ]iaid  .ibout  ii\e  pounds  for  his 
release.  This  sum  was  soon  alterward  reimbursed  to 
Mr.  Hubbard  bv  a  \-ote  of  the  Cinmcil.* 

These-  contemporaneous  accounts  of  the  assault^  on  the 
town  are  all  short,  with  the  exception  ol"  Ilubbanl's  ;  and  I 
purpose  to  give  them,  in  the  wortls  of  the  writers,  lor  what 
ihey  are  woith.  The  fust  is  from  ''A  \\v\c\  lli>tor\-  of  ilie 
W'ai-r  with  tlui  Indians  in  New  e-b^ngland,"  b\'  Increase 
Mather,  jMiblished  in  t'ne  Near  1676.  This  account  —  prob- 
al)l\'  tlie  earliest  in  [^-int  —  is  as  follows  :  — 

*'  Miu  eh  10///.  M  iseliief  WMs  doiu',  and  se\  er;d  lives  cut  olVhv  the 
IiuUmis  thih>  il.iv,  at  (troton  and  at  Sudbxry.  An  liiMnMing  I'lDx  i- 
(lencc,  inasmuch  as  manv  Churches  were  this  day  l\islinjj[  .nid 
l'iavin<4."     (I'a-e  J.v) 

M.irch  I  V      I  li^'   Inihans  assaulted  and  left  hut  few 

ll()U^es  .stauiluig.  So  that  this  (la\-  also  another  Candlestick  was 
reui()\ed  out  of  its  place.     One  d!"  the   fust  houses  that  llic  Lneniy 
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dcstrovcd  in  this  place  was  the  House  of  God^  h.c.  whicli  was 
built,  and  set  apart  lor  the  celebration  of  the  publick  Worship  ot' 
(jod. 

W'lieii  they  had  done  that,  they  scolVed  and  blasphemed,  and 
canie  to  Mr.  Willard  (the  W(jrthy  Tastor  of  the  Ciunch  theie)  his 
house  (which  beinij  Fortified,  they  attempted  not  to  destroy  it)  and 
tauntinj^lv,  said,  What  will  you  do  for  a  Jiousc  to  pray  in  uozv  ivc 
have  burut  your  Mcctiu^'--/iouscy  hath  tlie   I'^nemv  done 

wickedly  in  the  Sanctuary,  they  have  bui  nt  up  the  Syna;^o^ues  of 
God  in  the  Lantl  ;  they  have  cast  tire  into  the  Sanctuarv  ;  thev  have 
cast  down  the  dvvellinfij  place  of  his  name  to  the  (iiound.  O  G  'd, 
Junu  lo)ig  shall  the  Adversary  rcproacJt  ?  shall  the  Jiuc})iy  J>las- 
^hcmc  thy  Name  for  ever?  why  withdrazL'cst  thou  th/ue  ha/id^ 
even  thy  right  ha?td  ?  pluck  it  out  of  thy  doso/z/r."     (I*.i;4e  24.) 

Several  accounts  of  the  war  appeared  in  Londcjii  in  1676, 
only  Tl'w  months  after  the  destruction  of  this  town.  Thes' 
were  written  in  New  l->ni4land,  and  sent  to  Old  Juij^daiul, 
where  they  were  at  once  published  in  thin  panipldets.  I'he 
authors  of  them  are  now  unknown  ;  but  tlu'\-  undoubtedly 
gathered  their  materials  from  hearsay.  At  that  time,  Indian 
aflairs  in  New  Eni^land  attracted  a  <:ood  deal  of  attention  in 
the  mother  country.  One  of  these  j")amphlets  is  entitled,  "A 
'I'rue  Account  of  the  most  Considerable  Occiu-rences  that  have 
bajMied  in  Uie  Warre  between  the  J!^n^lish  and  the  Indians 
in  New  Eni^land,"  ''as  it  hath  been  communicated  by  Let- 
ters to  a  Friend  in  London." 

This  account  sa\'s  that,  — 

On  the  13th  of  .]Arrch,  before  our  Forces  could  return  towards 
our  /\irts,  the  Judiaus  sent  a  stron<j^  j-tartx',  and  a>saulted  tlie  Town 
of  Growtou,  about  forty  miles  Xorlh-wi'-^l  from  />i>stou,  and  bm  n'd 
.all  the  deserted  Houses;  tlie  (^alri^on'll  I  loners,  which  were  about 
ten,  all  escaped  but  one,  which  tht  v  (\ur\cd,  but  not  tlu^  ICfiglisJi 
in  it;  f)r  there  was  but  one  slain  and  two  wounded."    il*'»;-;c  2.) 

Another  account,  entitled,  "A  New  and  b^irther  Narration 
of  the  State  of  New  England,  being  a  continued  account  of 
the  I)loudv  Indian-war,"  gives  the  follow  ing  \ ci  sion  :  — 

'•The  I  |th  ot  yfarcJi  saxa-^e  Ihicnn'  set  upon  a  C '<  >nsiderable 
Town  called  G  rough  to// ,  :\\\(\  burnt  Major  W'ilberds  House  fir.st 
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(who  with  his  family  removed  to  CJiarh  Town)  and  aftciwards 
destroyed  sixty  Five  d\vellin*i^-houses  iiu^re  tliere,  lea\  in^i;  hut  six 
lioiises  stanchii*^  in  the  wliole  Town,  whicli  tlie\-  hkewise  furiously 
attempted  to  set  on  fire  ;  Hut  hein*^  foi  tified  with  Arms  and  Men 
as  Garrisons,  they  with  their  shot,  killed  several  of  the  enemv,  and 
pre\  ented  so  much  of  their  desi|^ne  ;  Nor  do  we  hear  that  anv  pei- 
son  on  our  side  was  here  either  slain  or  taken  ea|)li\  e."     (I'a'^e  -).) 

A  lew  paL;"L's  turlhcr  on,  it  sa\'.s  that  "  ( i  raiitJuuti  aiul.\f/>/'- 
cuvay  all  ruined  but  one  house  or  two."  (  l*a.L;e  i  }•}  hew 
persons  would  recognize  this  town  under  the  disguise  of 
( irinil/i(iiii . 

Another  one  of  these  London  pamphlets,  Ix-aring  tlie  title 
of  News  from  New  iMigland,"  sa\  s, — 

*' The  7th  (.){  Marc/i  following  these  hlood  Indians  march't  to  a 
eonsidi  rahle  Town  called  Croato)i^  where  lirst  thev  set  Fire  to 
Major  W  'iUa nr s  House,  and  afterwards  1  >urnl  moie,  there  hi'int( 
S(,-a\enty  two  Houses  at  fust,  so  that  theiewas  left  stcUidiu;^  hut 
six  Houses  of  the  wh(de  T(nvn."     (I'aL^e  .j.) 

After  these  attacks,  the  town  was  deserted,  and  the  inhab- 
itants scattered  in  dillerent  directions  among  their  friends  and 
kindred.  ^I'he  war  was  soon  ended  ;  though  it  w  as  nearly 
three  years  before  the  earl\-  pioneers  \  enlured  back  to  their  old 
homes,  around  which  still  clustered  many  tender  associations 
as  well'' s  sad  recollections.  It  is  recorded  that  other  I'amilies 
came  back  with  them.  ']^he\'  returiu'd,  howexi'r,  t{)  meet 
hardships  that  woidd  ()\-ercome  ordinars'  men.  Sexcral 

town-meetings  were  held  to  consider  their  present  needs  ; 
and  it  was  voted  at  (me  of  them  to  petition  the  (leneral  Court 
that  they  be  relieved  temporaril\-  from  countr\-  charges."  ddie 
petition  sets  forth  that,  under  Dix  ine  rro\  idence,  they  had 
been  great  sudereis  in  the  late  war  with  the  heathenish 
enemy  ;  that  they  had  been  subjected  to  grie\ous  losses  and 
jirivations  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the\'  expressetl  gratitude  to 
their  IIea\-en]\'  h'alher  that  lhe\'  li.ul  the  libert\-  and  oppi^r- 
tiniity  to  rt'turn.  The\-  saw  with  the  e\'e  of  faith  the  hand 
of  God  in  all  their  ti  ials.  This  consolation  alone  supported 
them,  lor  the\'  knt'w  that  with  llim  on  tlu'ir  side  their  troub- 
les wouM  disappear,  and  all  would  \t-t  be  well.  in  their 
letters  and  jietitions,  their  humble  lailh  in  the  pro\  idence  ol 
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God  is  conspicuous.  It  turuishcs  the  key-note  to  nian\'  of 
tlu-ir  acti(^ns  that  wouUl  otherwise  seem  unaccountal)le.  In 
judi^ino-  them,  we  should  take  the  stanthutl  of  their  times 
and  not  that  of  our  day.  The  scales  sIkjuIcI  be  carefidlv  ad- 
justed to  the  habits  of  that  period  when  there  were  no  public 
amusements,  no  popular  readiuL^  in  the  shape  of  books  and 
newspapers,  and  but  little  relaxation  from  toil. 

In  those  early  daws,  there  was  no  \  ariet\'  >tore,  or  trader's 
sho[),  .IS  now,  where  peo[)le  coultl  collect  to  while  awa\'  lon;Lj 
evenings,  and  to  interchan<^e  opinions.  The  roads  were  so 
rough  as  to  be  passable  onl\'  with  rude  carts,  and  carriaj^^es 
Weil'  a  luxuiA'  unknown.  'Die  men  rode  to  church  on 
hor>eback,  with  their  wi\es  sealed  bc-hind  them  on  pillions. 
The  woman  made  sure  of  her  position  Iw  hoKiinL;'  on  to  the 
man  with  her  right  arm.  This  mode  of  tia\el  is  >uppo>e(.l 
not  to  have  been  unpojndar  wilh  tlie  \-oung  lolks. 

Al  a  ver\'  earls'  period,  the  road  U)  the  Iia\',  as  it  was 
called,  — that  is,  to  Plosion,  —  was  by  the  circuitous  route 
through  Chelmslord  and  Billerica,  where  there  was  a  bridge, 
built  by  sev^eral  towns,  —  of  which  (jrott)n  was  one,  —  ami 
sup[)orted  j(jintl\'  b\'  them  for  man\  \  lmis.  In  the  \  e.u" 
1699,  the  towns  of  Groton,  Chelmsford,  and  liillerica  were 
engaged  in  a  contro\'ersv  *  about  the  proportion  of  expense 
wliich  each  one  should  bear  in  building  die  bridge.  ^Fhe 
General  Court  settled  tiie  dispute  by  ordering  this  town  to 
pi\y  twen:\-lour  j-)ounds  and  ten  shillings  as  her  share  in 
full,  wilh  no  luluie  liabilities. 

The  li\es  ol  our  loielalhers  wvvc  one  ceaseless  struggle 
for  existence;  and  there  was  lU)  time  or  oppt)itunity  to  culti- 
\<ite  those  graces  which  we'  now  coir^ider  so  e>seiuial.  Il 
they  were  stern  and  austere,  at  the  same  lime  they  were 
virtuous  and  conscientious.  Religion  wilh  them  was  a  liv- 
ing, ever-present  power;  and  in  that  channel  went  out  all 
tiiose  energii's  which  wilh  us  find  oullet  in  ni  iuy  dillerent 
directions.  The>e  consitlerations  shouhl  moilily  the  opin- 
ions cominonK'  helil  in  rc-g.ird  to  the  Puritan  lathers.  The 
women  then  were  content  wilh  domestic  dulies,  .md  diil  not 
seek  to  take  part  in  pubhc  alV.iirs.     Il  is  womlerlul  that  no 


murmur  has  come  down  to  us  expressive  of  tlic  t\'rannv  of 
man  in  \vithholt]in«r  from  llicm  the  rights  wliieh  are  now 
hjudly  chiimed. 

Alter  Kin(^  PhilijVs  \\'ar»  the  Colonists  were  at  peace  witli 
the  Indians,  but  it  was  a  suspicious  kind  of  peace.'  It  rc- 
(juired  watchini;  and  a  sliow  ol"  strcuL^th  to  kvcp  it  :  there 
was  no  <^^ood-\\ill  between  the  nati\c  race  and  the  white 
intruders. 

Capiain  h'rancis  Nicholscjn,  wrilini^  from  J-Mjston  to  Lon- 
don, Aui^r.  ^^i,  i6S8,  speaks  of  the  fcehni^^  here  at  that 
time.     I  le  saws  :  *  — 

"  Att  ni'^ht  [August  19]  I  came  to  Dmistahlc  (about  30  miles 
from  Iience;  fioin  thence  I  seut  two  lCn<j;hj5h  men  ami  an  Indian 
to  Penecooke  about  sixty  miles  up  the  ri\cr  Nh  rvmeek  ;  tl.i'  nu-n 
told  wc  they  should  be  3  da\es  in  doein;.^  of  it;  soe  next  da\'  I 
\yent  throu'jjh  Groton  and  Lancaster,  \yhere  the  people  wcie  \ery 
nuich  afraid  (bcin<^  ont  t(nyns)  butt  I  told  them  a^  1  did  other 
places,  tliat  they  shouhl  nott  be  soe  uuieh  east  (lo\yii,  for  that  tlu'V 
had  the  happinesse  of  bciiiL^  subjects  of  a  \  ictorious  Kin;^^,  w  ho 
could  protect  them  from  all  their  enemies." 

The  mililar\'  compan\'  of  the  town  was  still  kept  up,  and 
knmvn  as  the  1^'oot  Compan\'  ;  antl,  duriuL;  a  part  ot  the 
}  ear  1689,  was  supported  b\'  some  ca\.ilr\',  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Captain  Jacob  Moore.  James  Parker,  Sen.,  \yas 
appointed  the  Captain  of  it  ;  Jouas  Pi  escolt,  the  Lieutenant  ; 
and  John  Lakin,  the  ICnsign  :  and  lhe>e  appointments  were 
all  contirmed  b\'  the  (iovernor  and  Cuuncil,  at  a  convention 
held  in  ])Oston,  Jid\-  13,  t6S{).|  A  mouth  later  (.Vu^ust  10), 
Captain .  l^irker  was  ordereil  to  supply  Uezekiah  I'sher's 
t;arrisf)n  at  Xononiciacus  with  "three  men  ot'  the  men  sent 
up  thither  or  of  the  'I'own's  people,  lor  \  '  defence  oi  y'  (Har- 
rison bein<^  of  publiijue  concernment."  (n()ton  was  one  of 
the  foin-  towns  that  \yere  desiL;n;itetl,  Au^^ust  20,  as  the 
headtpuirlers  of  the  lorces  detached  lor  the  pul'ilic  sei'\ice 
against  the  common  eueuu' ;  Casco,  New  ichexyiUiick  (iu-r- 
wick),  and  Haverhill  being  the  otheis.     And  we  find,  suon 

*  I  )ocin)iL-nts  rcl.itini;  U)  tlic  Coloiii.il  ^li^toIy  of  ihc  Sl.ilc  ol  New  \'oik, 
II.  5,s»- 

t  Mas.s;a•llU^cll^  Ai\  liivt-s,  Lxxxi.  :.}. 
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aftur,  an  ordcT  to  send  *' to  tlic  head  (^larter  at  Groton  for 
supply  of  the  Garrison  there  one  Th(;usand  weight  of  Dread, 
one  barrcll  of  Sah,  one  barrell  of  ]")o\\der  tlircc  liundred 
weight  of  Sh(jtt,  and  three  hunchLil  lllinl.s.  Six  ijuire  of 
Paper."  lilcven  troojK-rs  were  sent  hither,  Septenii:)er  17, 
under  Cornet  Jolm  Chul^buck,  to  relieve  Corj-)()ral  White, 
wlio  was  succeeded  by  John  Pratt.  The  coinniissaiy  of  the 
post  at  this  time  was  Jonathan  Reniin^^ton ,  who  seems  to 
ha\'e  had  but  little  dut\-  to  peiform.  Shortl\-  afterward,  the 
order  c<ime  trom  the  (joverncjr  and  Council  to  discharL^e 
him,  as  well  as  Captain  Moore  and  his  compan\'  (jf  ca\  ali-\- , * 
Irom  the  public  service. 

"Jn"  Paige  of  (jroten"t  went  in  the  expedition  to  Canada, 
in  the  \  ear  iG^jo,  under  M.ijor  W'.ule  ;  w  as  wounded  in  the 
letl  arm,  antl  did  nut  entireh'  lecoxer  toi"  two  \  eais.  llis 
surgeon's  bill,  amounting  to  foiu"  pounds,  Wds  paid  out  of 
tlie  public  treasurw 

^Phese  facts  show  that  the  earh'  settlers  were  not  leading  a 
lile  of  ]-)eace  at  this  time.  The  orders  and  counter-ortlers  to 
e\'en  the  small  garrison  tell  too  \\ell  that  danger  was  threat- 
ening. 'I'he  inhabitants  had  already  exjierienced  the  cruelty 
of  savatre  warfare,  and  knew  it  to  their  horror.  l\)V  some 
yeai-s  thev  h<id  been  on  the  constant  idert,  and  held  tlu'ir 
lives  in  their  hands.  King  \\'illiam'>  W'.ir  was  now  begun. 
^Phe  second  attack  on  the  town  camt*  in  the  summer  ot  i6(y|, 
and  the  accounts  ot  it  I  preter  to  gi\c'  in  the  words  (»f  Con- 
temporaneous wiiters.  Sometimes  there  are  discrepancies 
in  such  accounts  ;  but,  as  a  w  hole,  thes'  con>litute  the  best 
authorit\'.'' 

Cotton  Mather,  in  his     ^Pign;dia,"  thus  relers  to  it  :  — 

Nor  (lid  the  .Storm  l^o  oN  cr  so  :  Some  Drops  ol  it  fell  upon  the 
Town  ()['  (r /■()/()//,  A  Town  tli.it  l;i\-,  one  would  think,  far  cnoui^h 
oil'  the  I'hiee  where  was  the  last  .Scene  ot"  the   /"/•i/;'<  (/r. 

On  zy.  [ih(;j]  about  break  i>l  Day  d/e/o//  U  lt  some  sur- 

prizing l)lo\vs  fiom  the  Ind'uni  / /a i' r /ut s.  Thev  l>e<:an  theii" 
.Attacks  at  the  House  of  one  Pieutenaiil  I.^ikin,  in  the  (,)ut-skiits 
of  the  VoicH  ;  hut  met  w  ith  a  Iw  pnlsi-  llu  re.  and  l'>^t  mu-        tlu  ir 

*  Ma^s;u  hu^i  tts  Aii  lii\rs,  i.xwi.  .^o,  <hj,  f.;,  71,  7}.  7.^,  81.  13S. 
t  Mast-acluiM-tls  Arrlii\cs,  xwvu.  ().'. 
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Crew.  Xcvcrtheless,  in  otliur  Parts  of  thai  riaiitatioii,  (where  the 
f(0()cl  l*e(jple  had  been  so  tired  out  as  U)  la\-  d(j\\  ii  tlieir  MtHtiu  y 
Watcli)  there  Were  in(»re  than  Twenty  IVisuiii,  Uilletl,  ami  njore 
than  a  Do/en  eaiiied  away.  Mr.  Gcrs/iuin  Jlubart^  the  Minister 
of  the  IMace,  with  part  iA  his  l'\nnily,  was  KeniarUahly  preserved 
from  falliiii;  int-)  their  Ilar.ds,  when  they  made  themselves  the 
Masters  ol'  Iiis  IIohm-;  thonj^li  thev  Took  Two  of  hi>  Chihhen, 
whereof  the  (Jtie  was  Kilkd,  and  the  other  some  time  after  hajijiilv 
Resened  (Jut  of  liis  Captiv  it\  ."     (II(.uU  \  ii.  pa-^e  86.) 

Chai-le\'()i.\-,  a  I'^reiuh  iiiissi, )nar\-  in  C.mathi,  Ljlves  from 
his  own  standpcjint  aiiotheT  vei>i()ii,*  a.s  folhjws  :  — 

The  Ahcnacjui  ehief  was  Taxons,  ahead\'  celebrated  for  many 
cxph^its,  and  commendable  att.ichment  tu  our  inteiests.  This 
l)rave  man,  not  satistietl  w  ilii  what  he  h.id  just  so  \  aliantlv  aeliieved, 
chose  loi  ty  of  his  most  aeti\  e  men,  and,  alti-r  three  da\  s'  march,  bv 
making-  a  lonj^  circuit,  arrived  at  the  fjot  of  a  fort  [at  Groton  )  near 
lioston.  and  attac  ke  d  it  in  bioad  (ki\.  The  ICn^lish  m.ide  a  belter 
(Klence  than  lhe\'  (kid  at  I'eseadoiie  [ Piseat.iijna].  Taxons  ii.id 
two  ot  his  nephews  kdU-d  ids  sidi-.  and  himself  reeei\eii  moie 
than  a  do/en  nmsket-balls  in  his  clothes  ;  but  he  at  last  carried  the 
j)kKa',  and  then  continued  his  ravaj^eb  to  the  very  tloors  of  the 
eapilak" 

'i'bc  loss  of  life  froin  tliis  attack  was  considerablv  greater 
than  when  the  t<»wi"i  was  deslroxc-d  autl  tleserled  in  the  \ear 
1670.  Tliere  were  l\\enl\'-lwo  persons  killed  ami  thirteen 
capUired.  ^klie  sellleinent  was  now  more  sc. iltereil  than  it 
was  then,  and  its  delence  more  ilillicidt.  l'\»r  this  rea^ioii 
more  persons  were  killed  and  taken  prisoners  than  when  the 
jdacc  was  assaulted  ei^bU'en  \  ear>  jM-ev  iousU'.  it  is  said 
that  the  scalj^s  ot  the  iinloi  lun.ite  \  iclims  were  given  to  Count 
(le  1^^'ontenac,  (jowrnor  ol  L'anaila.  Amoni;"  those  killed 
were  W'dliani  Lonole\-,  bis  wife,  anil  lour  or  live  c>l  their 
children  ;  bis  cddest  one,  L\'di.i,  a  daughter  ol  twi'iUN'.  and 
a  son  nanu'd  |obn,  were  taken  prisoners.  Ti.ese  two  ol  bis 
lannU'  i-scaped  the  lni\'  of  the  sa\aL;es  and  were  spared. 
L\  (lia's  name  is  foumi  in  a  list  ol  prisoners  who  wi  re  ludd 
in  L'anada,  .March  5,  1710-11.  Within  a  lew  years  j-^asl,  .1 
( ieneah  laical  1  )icli»uiar\-  of  L'anadian  l.imilies  has  lu-en  jMib- 
lisbed,  Ironi  w  hicb  aildilieiial  tacts  are  ^atbereil  coiicerniiiL; 
•  Ili-^tiuy  til  New  1  i.iiuo.  IV.  Sl)c.i"s  tilition. 
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luT.  This  book  (page  9)  gives  her  name  as  L)'dia  Made- 
K  iiic  L(jni/lev,  and  sa\  s  that  she  was  the  daii«jhter  of  William 
ami  J  )t'li\  t  rance  [Crisp]  Longlc-N',  ol"  (^ii  oion,  w  here  she 
was  b(jrn,  Aj-)ril  12,  1674.  In  another  place  (page  3<>6),  she 
is  spoken  of  as  Sister  St.  Madeleine.  She  was  captured  by 
the  AheiKupiis,  a  tribe  of  huliims  who  inhabited  thi-  territory 
now  included  in  the  State  ol  Maine.  She  was  baptized  into 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  April  2.^,  iCxfi,  and  lived  at  the 
Congregation  of  Notre  Dame,  in  ^b)IUrl•al.  Slie  was  buried, 
July  20,  175^. 

ller  middle   name,  MacU-leine,  \\as  doubtless  given  her 
when  she  joined  the  Roman  Ciiurch.     It  is  possible  that  she 
ma\-  have  li\'ed  lor  a  lime  among  the  Indians,  as  man\' 
the  pi"isoiU'rs  taken  at  the  same  assault  were  held  In'  theni. 

Juhn  Longle\'  was  tweh'e  )  ears  old  when  he  was  captured. 
He  was  cairied  away,  and  remained  with  the  Indians  Inr 
more  than  tour  years,  —  a  pait  (»!'  the  time  being  spent  in 
Canada,  and  the  remainder  in  Maine.  At  length  he  was 
ransomed,  but  he  had  become  so  accustomed  to  sa\  age  lile 
that  he  lelt  it  with  <rreat  reluctance'  ;  and  those  who  brou'dit 
him  away  were  obliged  to  use  loice  to  accomplish  tlu-ir 
purpose.  lie  was  at'tei-ward  a  useful  inhabit;mt  of  the  town, 
holding  many  ollices  of  ti  ust  a!ul  responsibilit\- . ' ' 

It  is  recorded  that  two  children  of  Alexander  Rouse,  a 
near  neighbor  of  William  Longhw,  were  also  killed  in  the 
assault  of  i      \ . 

.•\mong  the  haiglish  captiws  I'c^dei-med  b\'  Mathew  C;ir\', 
from  C^U'bec,  October,  1605,  was  Thomas  Drew,  ol  (irot(»n, 
and  lu;  probabh'  was  taki-n  at  this  same  assault.*  'i'liere 
was  one  "Tamasin  Rouce  of  (Jrotten"  i-ecei\-ed,  Jan.  17, 
1698-9,  on  board  the  Pro\-ince  ( jall\'  "  at  Casco  Ikix'  ;  and  she 
jirohahK'  was  one  of  Ale.vander  Rouse's  f.imily.  She  had, 
tloubtless,  been  a  j")risoner  lor  lour  wars  and  a  hall,  —  the 
sami!  length  of  time  as  )o]hi  Longlev's  captiv  ity.  There  ai  e 
man\'  instances  of  children  w  ho  were  ki  jH  I'M"  a  long  linu'  by 
their  cajitors.  We  can  now  hardl\-  realize  the  bitter  anguish 
fell  l)v  the  j^irents  over  the  loss  ( -f  their  little  darlings.  Ih  ing 
the  case  home,  ami  think  for  .1  moment,  wh.it  your  leelings 

*  ^l.•ls^:lcluls^tts  Ar(.hivcs,  wwill.  .\  .'. 
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would  be,  if  that  curl s'-hcadccl  bov  or  sniilini^  t^irl  was 
snatched  from  )  our  siLjht  at  a  uujnicnt's  notice,  and  carried 
olV  by  the  wild  men  of  the  woods  lor  an  uncertain  late.  'I  he 
kidnappinfT  ot'  one  little  bov  in  a  distant  citv  in  our  times 
has  caused  the  hearts  of  all  the  mothers  in  the  land  to  thrill 
with  horror  as  thev  heard  of  the  atrocious  deed,  and  to  throb 
in  sN'mpaihy  with  the  bereaved  pannHs. 

In  the  }  ear  i6c).\,  an  Act  was  pasM-d  b\'  the  Cieneral  Court, 
which  prohibited  the  desertion  of  irontier  towns  by  the  in- 
habitants, unless  permission  wa^  fu-st  tji  anted  by  the  Ciovernor 
and  Council.  I'here  were  eleven  such  towns,  and  Cjr(jton 
was  one  of  them.  The  law  recjuired  the  inhabitants  of  these 
out-towns,  w  ho  owned  land  or  houses,  to  take  out  a  special 
license,  on  pain  of  forfeitin^^^  their  pi-opert\',  before  the\'  could 
quit  their  homes  and  live  elsewhere.  It  was  thoui^dit  that 
the  interests  of  the  Ci'own  would  be  prejudiced,  and  encour- 
aj^aMnent  given  to  the  cnem\-.  if  an\'  of  these  posts  were 
deserted,  or  were  exposed  by  lessening  their  strength. 
Many  towns  were  threatened  in  the  Indians  about  this  time, 
and  a  few  were  attacked.  It  is  lecorded  that  S(niie  of  the 
settlers  here  left  the  town,  and  there  was  pi-obably  a  nu)\i.*- 
ment  among  the  inhabitants  in  other  places,  to  do  the  same. 
This  fact,  undoubledlv,  occasioned  the  enactment. 

An\'  thing  relating  to  the  bia\'e  men  who  sulVered  in  the 
Indian  wars  is  now  of  interest  to  us,  and  I  olVer  no  aj^ology 
for  gi\'ing  incidents  that  mav  to  some  persons  seem  triv  ial. 

Cotton  Mather  mentions,  in  his  "  Magnalia,"  some  in- 
stances of  "  mortal  wounds  upon  tlu'  ICnglish  not  proving 
mortal,"  and  gi\es  the  case  of  an  inhabitant  ot  this  town, 
who  was  in  the  garrison  at  ICxc-ler,  New  Hampshire,  when 
that  place  was  assaulted,  July  .{,  1690.     He  says  that, — 

It  is  true,  that  one  Si/no/i  S/,>f/r  I'eiiiLT  here  Wtnnvled  with 
Siiot  in  X//n'  several  i)laci-s  la\  for  />,\ri/  (  is  it  was  tiincl)  .inioiig 
the  Dead.  The  Indians  coinin*;  lo  Ship  him,  attempted  with 
Two  se\eral  Blow  s  of  ai\  Hatchet  at  his  AVr/-  to  cut  u\\  //i\uL 
which  Hlows  added  \oii  nia\  l)o  sure,  more  l-noimtnis  Wounds 
unto  tlu)se  Port-lt^lcs  of  Dcatlt^  .it  which  the  I.ifc  of  ihc  Tuor 
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Man  was  nlreacly  runnin<^  out  as  fast  as  it  coulJ.  Heinp^  charged 
liard  by  Lieutenant  JiiiHcroJt  they  left  the  Man  without  Scalping 
him  ;  aiul  the  Jiuglish  now  eoniin«(  tu  Ihiiy  the  DcaJ^  one  of  the 
Si^hhcis  jocrceived  this  poor  Man  to  iLlch  a  (jasp  ;  whereupon  an 
Jrish  Fellow  then  })rcscnt,  advised  'ein  to  <^i\e  iiiui  an(jlhcr  Dab 
with  an  Hatchet,  aiul  so  Hury  him  with  the  rest.  The  JiiigUsh 
detestiui^  this  Barbarous  Advice,  lifted  up  the  Wounded  Man,  and 
])()ured  a  little  l'\iir  Water  into  his  Mouth  at  which  he  Couj»hcd  ; 
then  they  poured  a  iittU-  StroiigWatcr  Awx  it,  at  which  he  opened 
his  Eyes.  The  Iri^Ii  I-'ellow  was  ordered  nciw  to  hale  a  Canoo 
ashore  to  carry  the  Wounded  Men  up  the  River  unto  a  Chirur<(ton  ; 
and  as  Tea^^ue  was  foolishly  j)u]lin^  the  Canoo  ashore  with  the 
Cock  (jf  his  i]nu^  while  he  held  the  Mn/.zlc  in  his  JLutd,  his  (iun 
went  (jH'  and  bioke  his  Ar)n^  whereof  he  remains  a  Cripple  to 
this  Day:  \\\\\.  Situofi  Stone  was  thorou<^lv  Cured,  and  is  at  t//is 
Day  A  very  Lust)'  NLm  ;  and  as  he  was  Horn  with  r\i\>  'fhutnbs 
on  one  Hand,  his  Xei^hboms  have  th(ni;4hl  him  have  at  least  as 
many  Hearts  as  7//n?n/>s!"     (IJook  vii.  pa<;e  y.j.) 

ALiiiy  families  trace  hack  their  line  of  descent  to  this  same 
Simon  Stone,  who  was  so  hard  to  kill,  and  to  whom,  fcjriu- 
nately,  the  finishing  'M3ab  with  an  ILitchel"'  was  not  given. 

Josiah  Parker,  of  Cambridge,  petitions  the  Governor  and 
Cieneral  Coiii't,  May  31,  1699,  setting  forth  the  fact  that  his 
brother,  James  P.irker,  Jr. ,  and  his  wife  were  both  killed, 
and  several  of  their  children  taken  prisoners  b\'  the  hulians, 
in  their  assault  on  the  town,  in  169.}.  One  of  these  children, 
Phinehas  by  nanie,  was  redeemed  alter  luur  years  of  cap- 
tivity at  the  eastward,  by  the  master  of  a  vessel,  who  paid 
six  jiounds  for  hiin.  The  uncle  of  tlu'  bov  repri-senls  in  the 
petition  that  he  himself  had  reimbursed  the  master,  and  now 
wished  that  this  sum  be  allowed  him  from  the  public  Ireasurs', 
which  recjue-st  was  duh'  granted.  This  pour  little  orplian 
bov  was  only  se\'en  \'L'ars  old  whiui  carried  ulf  b\'  *he  sav- 
ages, and  the  j")etiti()n  relates  that  he  was  lame  in  one  of  his 
legs,  brought  on  b\'  the  cruelty  of  his  captors." 

it  was   j^robably  duiing   the  att.ick  ot"  that  ICnoch 

Lawrence  was  wounded.  lie  rej">resented  in  a  petition  *  to  the 
Governor  and  C(nmcil,  that  he  w  as  a  veiy  j^oor  man  by  reason 

•  M.iss.ichusetts  Archives,  LXX.  58,^ 
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of  wounds  in  his  hands  received  durini:  a  fiidit  wiili  the  Inch- 
ans  in  the  funner  war,  which  almost  \\h(jll\-  chsa])led  liim 
from  earnintr  a  hvelihood  for  himself  and  familw  In  conse- 
qiience  of  these  representations,  the  House  of  RcpresL-ntatives 
allowed  him,  October  17,  1702,  exempticjn  from  taxes,  and 
an  annual  pension  of  three  po-unds  dui  iuLj  lih*. 

Go\'ernor  William  Stouj^Hiton  issuetl  a  prcjclamation,*  Jan- 
uary 21,  1695,  and  refers  to  the  "  ti  a^^ncal  oulraj^a-s  and  bar- 
berous  murders"  at  C)\sic-r  Ri\er(nuw  Durhain,  X.  II.)  and 
Groton.  lie  says  that  several  of  the  jM-isoncMs  taken  at  these 
places  "are  now  detained  b\'  the  said  Indians  at  Amaras- 
co^r^in  and  oilier  adjoining  places." 

Cotton  Mather  says  that  one  man  was  killed  here  in "1697, 
and  another,  with  two  childi-en,  carried  into  captivity,  'i'he 
prisoner  was  Stephen  I  hdden,  whu  was  captun  tl,  \\  ilh  his 
two  oldest  sons,  John,  and  Stephen,  Jr.  John  was  relea^etl 
•in  January,  1699,  at  which  time  the  lather  ami  the  other  boy 
\vere  }'et  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  sawiges.  It  was  not 
long,  however,  before  the\-  too  were  freetl  ;  fc^r,  in  the  follow- 
ing June,  the  House  oi  Repiesentatives  \  ()ted  tln'ee  poumls 
and  Iweh'C  shillings  for  the  expenses  that  had  been  incurred 
in  bringing  them  back.'- 

After  these  attacks,  there  was  a  short  respite,  which  con- 
tinued till  1704,  when  the  frontier  towns  were  again  exposeil 
to  savage  wartare  ;  and  this  town  sullered  w  illi  the  olhei"s. 

Samuel  Penhallow,  in  ''A  lIislor\-  of  the  \\'.irs  of  New 
ICngland,"  ]")ublished  in  1726,  thus  refers  to  the  attack  on 
this  place,  in  August,  1704:  — 

The  Iiuliaiis  "afterwards  fell  011  /.ancasft  r,  and  Groton,  wlu'rc 
they  thcl  b(iinc  S])()il,  hut  not  what  ihry  exj)c*:led,  for  that  these 
Towns  wore  seasonably  strcn*;thened.  .  .  . 

And  yet  a  little  while  after  die\-  fell  on  Groatotty  aad  Xasho- 
v  [LaiK  aster],  wliL  ie  ihcv  I^illM  Lic  iit.  J / 'i7<v  [W'iKler]  ant!  sev- 
eral nioie."     (I'-'l-;^'  -  I-) 

A  pail\'  of  Indians,  about  thiil\'  in  nunibei-,  made  their 
appCiirance  in  town,  and  killetl  a  man  on  ihe  night  ol  Oclo- 
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her  25,  1704.  Pursuit  was  at  once  made  for  them,  but  it 
was  unsuccL'Ssful .^"^ 

It  is  not  surprising  tliat  the  inhabitants,  upon  the  renewal 
of  hostilities,  were  oblitred  to  ask  for  help  from  the  General 
Court.  Thev  liad  already  suflered  much  in  lilc  and  property, 
and  were  little  able  l(;  bear  new  burdens.  I'heN'  represented 
to  the  Gox'ernor  that  the\'  had  l)een  ^^readv  i mptn-erished  by 
their  losses  o(  horses  and  callle,  of  corn  and  ha\',  ami  that 
the}'  were  scarcely  able  to  hoKl  out  much  longer  ;  but  the 
crow  ning  cahimii\'  of  all  was  the  illness  ol"  the  minister,  Mr. 
Ilobarl,  which  pre\'ented  him  from  preaching.  ^Flieir  means 
were  so  limited,  that  they  could  not  suppcjrt  him  and  supply 
his  place  bt'sides.,  1'he\'  were  obliged  to  earn  their  living  at 
the  peril  of  their  lives  ;  and  some  were  thinking  of  lea\'ing 
the  town.  ^rhe\'  sjkmU  so  much  time  in  watching  and  guard- 
ing, that  they  seemed  lo  be  soldiers  rather  than  farmers. 
Under  these  discourriging  circumstances,  they  asked  (ov  help, 
and  were  allowed  oul  oi  the  jniblic  treasury  twenty  {-(ounds, 
to  assist  them  in  ]M-i)Curing  another  mlni.ster,  bc-^ides  ten 
pounds  to  be  divided  among  those  who  were  the  greatest 
suderers  in  the  late  attack  upon  them." 

"i'wo  }'ears  later,  another  assault  was  made  on  the  town, 
though  with  little  chunage.     I  again  ([uole  from  Penhallow  : 

[July  21,  1706.]     SeVL-ral  Strokes  were  afieiwaiiU  niailc  on 
Chcb)isf()rd^  Sudbury  and  Grotofi^  where  ihiee  St>ldierj5  a>>  tlu  v 
were  ^oinv(  lo  puhliek  Worship,  weie  wavdaid       a  Small 
who  kill'd  two.  ami  made  the  other  a  Prisoner."     (l*a:4<'  36.) 

A  few  additi(M"ial  part'culai's  of  these  "strokes"  ari!  f)und 
in  the  Revereml  John  Pike'.^  "Journal,"  uutler  this  enti-y  :  * 

jiily  21,  170'').  Sab:  2  souldiei's  slain  iV  oni^  earried  awavhv 
the  eiieinv  at  (Jiotoii.  'Idu'\'  were  all  iu\v-C"ainhriil^M'  (  New  ton] 
men,  w  ere  retni  ned  to  their  Post  hum  one  Bloods  liousc,  who  h.id 
invited  \ to  Dinner.  ' 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Homer,  in  his  "  History  of  Newton,*" 
<dves  the  nami-s  ol  these  men  as  John  M\iick,  Nalhanii'l 
Healy,  and  ICbenezer  Seger,  and  s.iys  they  were  all  three 

♦  Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  .Societv,  iSjs-y^'),  page  \\\. 
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killed  by  the  Indians.  This  statement  is  not  (jiiite  accurate, 
as  John  Mviick  was  alive  after  this  ilate.  Only  two  were 
killed. 

JV-nhallow  gives  several  instances  of  extreme  cruelly  to  the 
prisoners  on  the  part  of  the  savages,  and  mentions  the  follow- 
ing case  of  a  man  w  ho  was  captured  in  this  town  :  — 

"  A  third  was  of  SumKcl  Jitittcrficldy  who  being  sent  to  Groton 
as  a  vSoldier,  was  with  others  attackt,  as  they  were  galherlMg  in  the. 
Harvest  ;  his  bravery  was  seeh,  that  he  Uill'd  one  ajul  wounded  an- 
other, but  being  overpower'd  by  strcn^^lh,  was  forc'd  to  submit  ; 
and  it  hapned  that  the  slain  Indiiui  was  a  Sagatnorc^  anil  of  ^reat 
dexterity  in  War,  which  eaused  matter  of  Lamentation,  and  enrag'd 
them  t(^  such  ilegree  that  they  V(iw'd  the  utmost  re\  cngc  ;  Some 
weie  for  whippiiii;  him  to  Heath;  others  for  luirning  him  alive  ; 
but  dilVering  in  their  Sentiments,  they  submitted  the  Issue  to  the 
Squaiu  Jr/i/ozv,  concludin;^'  she  would  determine  s<jmething  very 
dixvulfnl,  but  wlien  the  matter  was  opened,  ami  the  Fact  consid- 
ered, her  Spirits  were  so  uKKlerale  as  to  make  no  other  reply,  than, 
''^Fortune  JJouarc.  L'pon  which  souu-  were  uneasy  ;  to  whom 
she  {insw'L  Vcd,  //' l)y  killi /I If /ii/n,  you  can  hrinif  nty  Ilusbaftd  to 
life  a^ai)i^  I  beg  you  to  study  iv/uit  Death  you  /'/case;  but  if  not 
let  Jiini  be  my  Seri\i?it ;  wiiich  he  accorilinj^l v  was,  during  his 
Captivity,  and  had  favour  shewn  hiui."     (Pages  ^^S,  -^(^.) 

Butterlleld  rcniain«.'d  a  captive  for  more  than  a  year.  It  is 
not  known  how  he  obtained  his  release.  We  find  his  peti- 
tion,* dated  Ajiril  lo,  1700,  to  the  (General  Couit,  which  sets 
forth  the  fact  that  he  was  an  inhabitant  ol'  Chelmslord,  aiul 
was  sent  by  Captain  Jerathnu-l  Howi-rs  to  (iroton,  to  help 
Colonel  Taylor,  in  August,  170},  when  the  enemy  came 
upon  the  place.  lie  was  ordereil.  with  some  others,  lo  guard 
a  man  at  work  in  the  field,  when  the  Indians  attacked  them, 
killed  one,  ami  cajUured  anotlu  r  besides  himself.  Buttertiidd 
represents,  in  tlu'  jietition,  th.U  he  "  made  all  the  resistance 
possible,  killed  one,  and  knockt  down  two  more  alter  they 
had  st:i/(.'(l  him,  rr)r  which  \()'-  Petitioner  was  cruelly  used 
1)\'  them  alterw  ards  \-  threatened  to  be  burnt,  several  times." 
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lie  says  that  he  "  was  very  well  accoutred  in  all  respects 
when  he  was  taken,  and  then  was  ^lript  ot*  all  and  was  be- 
tween fourteen  and  lifleen  months  a  Captive  expos'd  to  ^reat 
hardships,  and  has  sustained  <^reat  Loss  and  damaL^e."  In 
consideration  of  his  loss  and  service,  he  was  allowed  the  sum 
ot  ten  pounds  out  of  the  public  treasurw 

A  man  was  killed  here,  June  12,  1707.  llis  name  was 
Hrown,  antl  he  is  spoken  of  in  Pike's  "Journal"  as  Mr. 
1  hadstreel's  man. 

In  a  list  of  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  tlu;  l*'rench  and  In- 
dians at  Canada,*  MaiTh  5,  1710-11,  we  find  the  names  of 
"Zech:  Tarb.d,  John  Tai!);!!,  Sarah  Tarh.iL  Matt,  h'arns- 
\N{U"th  [and]  L}ilia  LonLjIey,"  thouj^h  tlu-re  is  nothing  in  the 
record  to  show  when  thev  were  caj-Jturetl.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  L^  clia  Loni^ley,  thev  were  j')r()bahl\'  taken  between 
1704  and  1708.  It  is  known  that  the  two  Tarbell  bows  re- 
mained with  the  Indians  and  bi-came  naturalized,  if  I  may 
use  tlie  exi")ressi()n.  'riu'\-  were  al'lei-ward  made  chiels  at 
Caughnawaga  ami  St.  Reikis,  \  illaL(i-s  in  Canada.  Nearly 
torty  years  at'ter  their  capture,  Cjovi'm* ^r  1  lutcliinson  met 
llicm  in  New  \'ork  Slate,  and  relers  to  them  thus  :  — 

I  saw  at  Albany  two  or  throe  men,  in  llie  vt-ar  17)},  who  c.imc 
in  with  the  Indians  to  traile,  and  wlio  ii.id  heiai  taken  at  Ciroton  in 

tliis,  that  is  called  (^uccn  Ann's  war.     One  of  them    Tarheli, 

was  said  to  he  one  of  the  wealtliie.sl  of  llic  Ca;;n.iwa;^a  tribe.  lie 
made  a  \isit  in  his  Indian  cheNS  and  willi  his  Imlian  eoiiiplexioii 
(tor  by  means  ot'j^oease  and  j)aint^  hnt  little  ditfen-nee  conivi  l)e 
discernedj  to  his  relations  at  Ciroton,  hut  liail  wo  inclination  to 
remain  there."  —  Ilulchinson'b  "llislor)    uf  M.li>^aehubclls,"  11. 

This  is  another  account  :  — 
It  is  related  that,  about  a  century  and  a  iiaU"  apjo,  while  a 
couple  ot"  boys  anil  a  i^irl  were  plavini,^  in  a  bain  .it  ( irolon,  Ma?^ 
sachusetls,  some  Indians  suddenly  appe.ned,  seized  the  boys  aiuf 
lied,  ean  \  in;4  them  to  the  yilla^e  of  Cau^hna wa;;a,  nine  miles 
above  MoiUreal.  They  i^k  w  uj)  wit'a  bulian  hal>it^,  m.mners,  .ind 
lan<^iia<][C,  bein;_j  linally  adopted  as  members  ot*  the  liibe;  and 
marrieil  Intlian  bi  ides  selected  from  the  ilau«;hters  of  the  princip.d 
chicts."  —  "The  (Jalaxy,"  f>r  January,  1S70,  pa;;e  12^. 

*  .Massac  luivcUs  ;\ri  lnvc'>,  l.x\l.'7r»5. 
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The  people  must  have  lived  \n  const. mt  diead  of  the 
Indians  durin;^  most  ol  Qj,»een  Anne's  war.  Sunielimes  an 
oiUlyiiiL;  larnihouse  was  alt.icked  and  burned,  some  of  the 
ininaU'S  killL-il  and  others  carried  away  in  captivity;  some- 
times the  farmer  was  shot  down  wiiile  at  hdxjr  in  the  field, 
or  while  j^^oint^  or  comiuL^.  This  was  the  fate  of  Jolin  Shat- 
tuck  and  his  s(jn,  Juhn,  a  vouul;'  man  about  twenty  N'ears  of 
age,  wlio  were  killed  Mav  S,  1709. 

At  another  time,  the  date  o('  which  is  not  recorded,  the 
house  ol'  Juhn  Sliepley  was  burned,  and  himself  and  all  his 
family  were  massacred,  except  his  Noung  soI^,  John, 
'inhere  ma\'  have  been  some  special  splic  against  liim, 
because  some  _\  ears  before  he  had  killetl  an  Indian;  for 
which  act  he  received  from  the  (iener.d  L'"urt  a  bountv  of 
four  pounds.''  This  bo\',  John,  the  ba\Mges  c.irrieil  away 
with  them  and  held  as  captive  duiing  several  \ears.  lint 
as  is  ofli'u  said,  wheie  there  is  great  loss,  tlu-re  is  some  little 
gain.  The  knowledge  which  he  obt. lined  of  their  l.mguage 
and  cusl  uns  w  hile  a  pri>oner  was  of  much  use  to  him  in 
tleahng  with  them  in  aller-life.  Traililion  relates  that,  w  hen 
lni\  iiig  lurs  and  skins  ol  the  Indians,  he  useil  to  put  his  loot 
in  one  scale  of  the  balance  instead  ol  a  jiouiul  weight.  He 
is  the  dii'ect  ancestor  ol  the  Honor. dile  IClher  Shepley,  l"(,»r- 
nierh'  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supi-etne  Court  of  ihe  Slate  o( 
.Maine,  and  of  General  (ieorge  V.  ShepKw,  now  a  Justice  of 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  I'^irst  Circuit  of  the  I'nited  Stales.  . 

Near  the  end  of  C^ieen  AniU'\s  war,  we  fnul  a  list  of 
eighteen  garrisons  in  liiis  town  conlaining,  in  all,  luty-eight 
families,  or  tlnet'  hundred  and  se\-ent\-eight  souls.  Of 
these,  seventeen  were  soldii-rs  in  the  public  service.'" 

The  mililar)' comp.my  at  this  post,  in  the  summer  of  1 7 24, 
was  made  up  (;f  sohliers  from  dill'erent  tow  ns  in  this  pait  <»f 
the  Sl.ile,  aiul  was  commamled  In  laeulen.ml  J.ibez  I'\iii-- 
banks.  Some  of  tlu-m  were  ilel.uleil  as  giKirds  to  protect 
the  more  exposed  garrisons,  and  (Mhers  were  scouting  in  the 
nei" hboi  hood.  Thev  were  so  scattered  that  the  comm.nul- 
ing  otlicer  found  it  ditlicult  to  drill  tlu-m  as  a  cmnp.niy. 
I'^ortun.Uely,  however,  they  were  not  cng.iged  in  much  ligiit- 
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inc(,  thoiif^li  the  enemy  had  been  lurkini^  in  the  nei^^libor- 
hixul,  ami  threateninfr  the  town.  IVnhalluw,  in  speaking  uf 
the  Imh.ins  at  tliis  lime,  says  that,  — 

'•The  next  cIaiiKi<,'e  thcv  thcl,  wms  ;it  (iri>ti>n,  hiil  were  so 
ch)Scly  pui'^iied,  that  ihev  hit  bc\cial  of  ihcir  TacUs  hchiud." 
(Pai^Ju-.) 

Thirteen  of  J^ieutenant  h'airhanks's  comjianv  belonj^ed 
liere,  and  lepre.^ented  some  ol  the  most  inlhienlial  l.imiHes 
in  the  phiceJ' 

(joxernor  Saltonstall,  of  Connecticut,  writes*  from  New 
T.()nth)n,  under  date  o!"  \\\\\  2  ^,  172. |,  that  the  iViendlv 
luih.ms  ol'  that  nci L,dd)oriioLHl  seem  inchnetl  to  hunt  lor 
scalps  ab(nit  Monadnock  and  the  l.irthei'  side  u\  Diin.stabio 
and  (jrolon.  This  was  owini^  to  an  oiler  made  about  this 
lime  b\'  the  <4()\ernments  of  Massachusi'Us  .mil  W-\v  Hamp- 
shire, (jf  a  bounty  of  a  bundled  poumls  lor  i-\ery  Indian's 
scalp  tluit  should  be  taken  and  sliown  to  the  proper  authori- 
ties. This  expi.'dient  stimulalnl  vohmtrers  to  scour  the 
wilderness  for  the  purpose  ot  hunting,'  Indians,  and  Captain 
John  LoN'ewell,  of  Dunstable,  or«^^ani/ed  a  compaiu',  whicli 
soon  became  famous. 

'J'he  sloi-\'  of  Lox-ewell's  lii^dU  was  for  a  l<»nL,'  time  told  in 
e\i  r\'  household  in  this  nriL^hborhood ,  and  tlu  ii-  is  scarcely 
a  person  who  has  not  lu-ard  from  eai  l\'  intanc\'  the  particu- 
lars of  that  eventful  conllict.  It  was  in  the  sjirini;  of  the 
year  17-5.  that  Captain  Lo\-e\\ell,  with  thirt\-lour  men, 
fou<'hl  a  famous  Indian  chief,  naimd  PauiTUs,  at  the  heatl  of 
about  eights'  savai^es,  near  the  shores  ol  a  pond  in  l\quaw- 
ket.  Of  this  little  Spaitan  band,  sewn  belonLjeil  in  this 
tow  n  ;  and  one  of  th^m,  John  Chamberlain  by  name,  distin- 
L^iished  himself  b\'  killini^  the  Indian  le.idei-.  h  is  lit  that 
a  reference  to  this  ri;4ht  shouhl  be  made,  on  this  occ.isiun, 
lhou;^di  time  does  not  allow  me  to  dwell  ujion  it.^ 

The  town,  now  no  loULjer  on  the  honliers,  was  aijnin 
thi  eatened  w  ith  danger  near  the  eiul  of  Kin«^  (ieorL^'e's  war. 
A  company  of  thirty-two  men,  under  the  command  ul'  Cap- 
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lain  Thomas  Tarbcll,  scoutcil  in  this  vicinity  for  six  days  in 
Jiil\',  i/.j-S,  but  thcv  cli)  lud  iippcar  to  have  discovered  the 
LiK'in)'.  A  lew  thiys  alli  i  u  ai  tl,  another  coinpanv  of  thirty- 
six  nicn  was  st.  nl  i>n  a  biniihir  cxpcchtion,  but  willi  no  better 
success.'''  In  the  rolLs  (jt  these  two  ccjuipanies  we  Ibul  many 
names  llial  have  been  pruminenl  in  the  annals  of  the  town 
Irom  its  ver_\'  be^nnnint^.  Among  tliein  are  the  IVescotts, 
the  Ameses,  the  Jiancrolts,  tlie  Slieplews,  the  r.irkers,  a  sun 
ol  Parson  liradstreet,  and  a  grand>>on  of  I'arson  llobart. 

The  militar)'  service  of  (irolon  men  was  nut  contined  to 
this  neiL;hborh(MKL  D.miel  l'\n  nier,  a  Ciroton  soldier,  was 
taken  pris( Mier,  J uly  i  },  i7.jS,in  a  .skirmish  with  the  Indians, 
near  l'\)rl  Diimmer."  lie  wascaiiic-d  to  C.inaihi  ami  kept 
till  the  fcjlhjwing  October,  when  he  was  allowetl  to  return 
home. 

t  Dummer  was  situated  on  tlie  w  est  bank  of  the  Con- 
neclicuL  Riwr,  in  the  present  tuwn  of  I)rallK-burou;;h,  \'t. 
Two  ol'  its  early  commanders  had  l)i'en  connecteil  with 
Grcjtc^n  b}'  the  ties  ol  kindietl.  Culouel  [osiah  W'illard,  in 
command  ol  the  fori  lor  man\'  years,  w.is  a  i^raridson  ol 
Parson  W'illarc!  ;  and  he  w  .is  >ucceeOed  in  command  by 
Lieutenant  Dudley  Hr.ul.- Ireet,  a  son  ol"  P.ir.-><»n  Ih\ul.street, 
and  a  native  of  this  phice. 

ICbene/i-r  i'drnsw  oi  ih ,  born  in  (Proton,  was  caj^tured  Aul,'. 
30,  1754,  by  the  Si.  h'rancis  Indian.s,  at  Charlestuwn,  NMPf 
He  was  taken  to  Montreal  and  held  a  prisoner  during  three 
years.  I  lis  ransom  wds  paid  in  l!ie  summer  ot  1755.  but 
lie  was  not  tlu-n  .set  at  libeils'.  Mrs.  John.son  anil  her  si.ster, 
Miriam  W'dlard,  were  c.ipturcil  at  ihe  same  time.  They 
weie  both  tlaughlers  of  Moses  W'illard,  who  iiad  formerly 
li\'ed  in  the  south  jkuI  ol  this  town. 

During  the  I'^rench  and  Indian  War,  the  territory  of  Aca- 
dia, or  No\-a  Scoti.i,  fell  under  Ihitish  authority;  and  the 
conijuesl  was  followed  bv  a  tej  i  ible  act  ot  cruellv  ami  \  io- 
lence.  I'he  simple  Acadians,  un.suspirious  ol  the  designs 
of  the  ICnglish  leaders,  were  assembled  in  their  churches,  in 

•  History  of  Eastern  Vcnnont,  pa;jc  50. 

t  A  Narrative  of  ihc  Caplivity  of  Mrs.  Jt)hM"»on,  pp.  Si,  96. 
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obedience  to  military  proclamation,  and  thence,  w  Ithout  beinLJ 
alltjwed  to  reliirn  to  their  h(jmes,  were  ch  i\  en  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet  on  board  ships,  to  be  scattered  over  all  the 
P^n^dish  colonies  in  America.  This  was  dcjne  with  so  little 
rej^ard  to  luiinanily  that,  in  manv  instances,  wi\es  were  sep- 
arated from  husbands,  and  children  from  parents,  never  to 
see  one  another  a^^^ain.  Man\'  an  JO\'ani^^eline  waited  in  \'ain 
e\[)ectati(jn  of  beini^  re-united  U)  her  Gabriel,  thus  torn  awav 
lr()in  her.  Two  ot  these  I'^-ench  families,  ten  persons  in  all, 
weie  sent  to  (jroton,  where  one  of  the  mothei's  died,  not 
man\'  months  at'ter  her  arri\-al,  [U-rh.ips,  from  the  rude  trans- 
plantiuL^.  A  few  \'ears  later,  a  h'rench  tamil\-  —  perhaps 
one  ol  these  two  —  is  mentioned  .is  li\  inLj  here  ;  but  the 
household  had  beccjme  (li\ided,  some  of  the  lillle  children 
bein;^  sent  to  the  neii^hborini;"  towns.  Our  pit\'  lor  these 
unlortunate  j)eo[")le  will  be  slroni^er  when  we  rellect  that  they 
were  miserably  poor,  amun^-  a  race  who  spoke  a  strani^^e 
lan^^uai^e,  followed  other  customs,  and  abomin.iteil  llu-ir 
religion.  Under  these  circnmstanctfs,  their  homesickness 
must  indeed  have  been  bitter;  but  we  ha\e  reason  to  believe 
that  they  were  treated  with  tender  care  hv  the  people  hei-e. 
AV\'  are  i^lad  to  leaim  tVom  the  records  that  they  were  fur- 
nished with  medical  attendance,  and  articles  necessary  for 
their  bcnlil}'  comfort. 

it  was  durini;"  this  war  that  Jacob  Ames  was  shot  by  an 
Indi.in,  on  the  west  sicK'  of'  the  Nashua  Ri\er,  below  the  site 
of  the  paper-mill  latel\-  burned.  lie  was  the  la^i  man  killed 
by  an  Indian  within  the  township.  The  Indian  himself  was 
immediateU^  afterward  shot  by  one  of  Ames's  sons. 

Another  stru^L^le  was  now  impending',  se\erer  than  a!U' 
the  Colonists  had  been  enL,^a'^^ed  in.  Almost  imnu-diately 
after  the  I'^rench  and  Indian  War,  the  odious  Stamp  Act  was 
passed,  which  did  much  to  hasten  [-(ublic  opinion  toward  the 
devolution. 

1  hold  in  m\-  hand  a  stamp  issued  under  the  authority  o( 
this  Act.  On  a  public  occasion,  man\'  years  ai^o.  Mi-.  \]\- 
erett  said,  in  speakiuL;  of  a  similai-  one,  that  "this  bit  of* 
dinij^y  bhu'  paper,  stamped  with  the  two-and-si xpeiu'e  sler- 
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created  the  I'nlled  States  of 'America,  and  cost  Great 
Britain  the  bri<^htest  jewel  in  lier  crown.'' 

Tlie  Stamp  Act  was  followed  b\-  tlie  Boston  Massacre, 
the  Boston  Tea  Party,  and  the  Bo.stcjn  Port  Jiill,  —  all  too 
lainiliar  to  be  jx'irticularized.  These  acts  excited  throui^di- 
(nit  tlie  land  a  deep  leelini^  lor  the  capital  ot  New  J^n^^land. 
Tiie  eyes  of  all  the  colonies  were  now  turned  t(jward  Boston, 
and  she  received  the  heart\-  sx'mj^athy  of  the  whole  couiitrv. 
The  sentiments  of  the  jK-ople  of  this  tuwn  are  slujwn  in  the 
following  letter*  from  the  Town  Clerk  :  — 

''Giu>'io\,  June  zSlh,  177}. 
"  Gkn  ri.iiMK.v,  —  The  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  (irc^ton,  in 
j^cneral,  are  ticcj)ly  atfcctcd  with  a  sense  of  our  publie  cahunitics, 
and  more  especially  the  distresses  of  our  brethren  in  the  Capital 
of  the  Piovince,  as  we  esteem  the  aet  of  blockiu;.,^  up  the  iiaihor 
ol  Boston  replete  with  injustiee  aiul  ei  ueltw  and  cs  itientlv  designed 
t»)  compel  the  inhabitants^  thereof  t(^  sul)mi^sion  ol'  taxes  imposed 
upon  them  witliout  their  consent,  and  threatens  tlie  total  dc-^truc- 
tion  of  the  liberties  (jf  ail  Ihitish  Ameiiea.  We  ardentiv  desire  a 
hap]))'  union  with  (iicat  luilain  and  the  Culonies.  and  shall  ^dadlv 
adopt  ev(.'ry  measure  eonsistent  with  the  ih;_;nit\'  and  salets'  <.>[ 
British  subjects  for  that  puipose. 

In  full  eonlidenee  that  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  Town  (jf  Boston 
will,  in  ^eneial,  exhibit  examj^les  of  patienct-,  foititntle  and  per- 
severance, while'  thev  aie  called  to  endure  this  oppression  for  the 
preservation  of  tiic  liberties  of  their  countr\-,  and  in  token  of  our 
wiilini^ncss  to  allbrd  all  suitable  relief  to  them  in  our  power,  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Tow  n  ha\-e  snbj^eribed,  and  this 
day  sent  forty  bushels  of  ^nain,  jiart  rye  and  pait  Indian  eorn,  to 
he  delivered  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  o\  said  Town  of  Boston, 
n(;t  donbtin*^  bnt  the  same  will  lu'  suitabl\-  ai)plie(l  for  that  ))ur- 
])ose  ;  and  we  eai  nestU-  desire  v<>u  will  use  }onr  utmost  endea\{>r  to 
})revent  and  avoid  all  mobs,  l  iots,  and  tumults,  ami  the  insubiuL^  of 
piivatc  ))ersons  and  property.  Anil  while  the  tarmers  are  checr- 
fullv  resi*^nin;^  part  of  their  substanee  for  your  relief,  we  trust  the 
nu'rehants  \\ill  not  oppirss  them  b\-  raisinLr  uj)on  tlu-  <_;oo(ls  whieh 
they  have  now  on  hand  and  lu-retofore  purehased.  And  may  (It)d 
j:)rosper  every  iindertaUinj^  which  tends  to  the  salvation  of  the 
people. 

*  Massachusetts  Historical  Collections,  Fourth  Scries,  iv.  7,  8. 
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"  Wc  arc,  j^^cntlcmcn,  your  friends  and  fellow-countrymen.  In 

the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Coniniiltee  of  Correspui^dcnce  fur 
the  'i\nvn  of  G  rolon. 

''Oi.iviJt  PuLscoiT,  Clerk. 
''To  m\L  OviiKSKKus  oi'  Tin:  Town  ok  Boston." 

T!ie  reply  *  was  as  follows  :  — 

l>os  I  (<N,  Jul\-  5th,  I  774. 

*'Siit,  —  \'(Jiir  {)hli;_(in<4  letter  directed  to  the  C)\ erj,<-er?»  of  the 
Pool-  of  this  Town,  t(j;^ether  with  a  j^^enerous  present  froni  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Groton,  for  the  relief  of  such 
inhabitants  (jf  this  Town  as  nia\-  be  sullerers  bv  the  Port  Inll,  is 
come  to  hand.  In  behalf  of  the  Conimittef,'  of  thi>  Tt>wn,  ap- 
])oiiilL(l  for  the  reception  of  such  kind  donations,  I  am  now  to 
retmn  to  }(ju  and  the  jest  of  our  benefactors  the  most  sincere 
thanks.  The  L^cnlleuu.-n  mav  be  assureil  their  donations  will  be 
applied  to  tlie  pmpose  they  intend.  ^\'e  are  nmch  obli;4ed  t(j  you 
fur  the  wise  cauticms  «^i\i  n  in  vour  leller  ;  and  we  sh.dl  use  our 
best  endeavors  that  the  iidiabitant.s  of  this  Town  m.iv  endure  their 
snllcrin'^s  with  di^nitN",  that  the  ^dorious  cause  hn'  which  the\-  suf- 
fer may  not  l)e  rcpioached.  We  tiust  that  the  non-consumption 
a<;reement,  which  we  hear  is  making;  j:)roL;ress  in  tiie  country,  will 
]^iit  it  out  of  the  power  of  anv  ol"  the  merchants  to  take  umeason- 
ai)le  advanta;_je  of  raisin;^  the  jniccs  of  their  ^^oods.  \"ou  will, 
howe\er,  remember  th.it  many  heav\-  articles,  such  as  nails,  iK:e., 
will  be  attended  with  c(jMsideral)le  char*_^e  in  ti  ansportin*;  tliem 
from  Salem.  As  the  be.uer  is  in  haste.  I  must  conclude,  \sith 
great  regard  for  your  ("onnniltee  of  Correspondence  ami  the  in- 
habit.mts  of  the  Town  of  (iii^ton. 

.Sir,  \-our  friend  and  lrllow-i-onntr\-man, 

''Signed  bv  order  of  the  Overseeis  of  the  Poor, 

Sam.  P.\irnni)r,i-:. 

"To  TIIK   CoMMITII'.K  OK    11  Ui  ToW  N  OI"  (JuOTON, 

I.N  Massaciiismtts." 

"Tbc  liiiu's  that  tried  nien's  soids  wi'i-e  now  i-apitll\-  apjiioach- 
in<^r  ;  ;iiul  the  l  inbls  ot  the  Colonies  w  ere  the  uppermost  sub- 
ject in  the  inimis  ot  most  pi-ople.  (Jiolon  sNinpalbi/ed 
waimK'  with  this  lei'lin^,  and  preparetl  to  ilo  lu  r  part  in  ibe 
struggle.     A  consiilmable  number  ol    her   inhabitants  bad 

*  Miis^.Tclnisclls  Ilistoi  ieal  ColU-i  linns,  l"(,in  lli  Sci  ie^,  iv.  <j.  lo. 
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received  llieir  militarv  sclioolint:  in  the  Frt-ncli  war,  as  ihcir 
lathers  helore  thcin  IkuI  received  theirs  in  the  Indian  war. 
vSuch  persons  chd  not  now  enter  upon  camp  life  as  inexperi- 
enced {jv  unthsciphned  scdtheis.  'i'he  town  had  men  willinj^ 
to  ser\e  and  able  to  coniniaiul.  Within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  this  \  ery  spot  the  man  \n  as  born,  w  lio  commanded  ihe 
American  loiccs  on  Ihinkcr  Ilill;  aiul,  as  lonrj  as  llie  slorv 
ut'  tliat  battle  is  t(jKl,  tlie  name  iA'  Prescotl  will  be  I'amiliar.* 
iV  lori-  the  bej^innin;^  ol*  actual  Injstilities,  two  comjianies 
()(  minule-inen  had  been  or^anizetl  in  this  place;  and,  at  the 
desire  ol  the  otlicers.  the  Rcwieml  Samui-1  \\\'b.>>ter,  (jl'Tem- 
ple,  N.  11.,  preached  a  sernujn,  l'\*biuarv  2i,  1775.  ^''-'•'"'^ 
them,  which  was  afterward  piinted.  It  is  there  stated  thai  a 
hiiL^e  majority  of  llu-  town  liad  eiiL^aL^i  il  to  hohl  themselves, 
aj_;reeably  to  the  plan  of  the  Pi(j\  inci.il  Council,  in  prrimpt 
readiness  U>  act  in  the  service  oi  their  country.  The  sermon 
is  sin^adai  U'  nu'a;j;i"e  in  jxiiliculars  which  would  interest  us 
at  this  time,  and  is  math'  up  lari^rU-  ot  theol(»gical  opinion, 
perhaps  as  vahiAble  now  as  then,  though  not  so  hiLjhIy 
l)rized. 

TIk-  Re\  erend  Samui-l  Dana  was  the  minister  of  the  town 
at  this  jH-rioil,  ami,  uiiloilunau  l \-  lor  him,  he  was  too  mucli 
in  s\  uipalh\- with  the  Crow  11  in  the  i^'reat  sti  ui^i^le  now  j^oini^ 
on  for  human  riL,dits.  Mr.  l)ana  ma\'  not  h.ive  been  a  Tory  ; 
but  he  dill  not  espouse  the  cause  of  ihi-  Revolution.  The  state 
(jf  public  feeliuL,^  was  such  that  e\er\  boily  was  tlistrusted  who 
was  not  on  lluj  siih'  ot   jiolilical  hbntx'.     The  jienple  said, 

lie  who  is  not  lor  us  is  a'Miusl  us  ;  "  and  the  conliilence  of 
his  dock  was  con\erted  into  tlistru>t.  It  wa^^easy  to  see^hal 
his  intlucnce  was  ^ouf  ;  and  al  most  e\  i'i  \' minister  in  New 
ICngl.md  who  held  similar  opinions  shared  the  sa»ne  late. 
It  was  important  that  the  public  te.u  her  and  preacher  shouKl 
be  in  s\  nipatlu'  w  ilh  the  popular  miiul  (tu  the  prominent  politi- 
cal questions.  This  w  as  a  perioil  of  j^reat  e\  ents  ;  and  no 
man  coidil  stand  ai^ainst  their  crushing  ftu  ce.     It  was  evitlent 

•  On  the  night  of  M;iv  -'I.  1775.  the  countcrKiu'"  \\\c  c.iinp  in  Cni«hriJ;{C 
\v;is     t'opiH  rcll,"  :wul  iho  paroU  .  ••  (jn)i()n."     1  hi*  u.!"*  undoiibtctlljr  in  loni- 

pliiiKiit  t«»  C()h>ncl  I'li'scotl. 
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that  his  usefulness  was  eiuled  ;  and  the  rehalions  between 
hini  and  liis  jKirish  were  sc\'ered  without  the  intervention  of 
a  reL^uhir  ecch-siastical  council. 

Mr.  Dana  was  a  conscientious  man  ;  and  it  w  as  his  mis- 
I'orlune  ratliL-r  than  his  lauU,  that  he  was  not  uKjre  happih' 
situated  in  rej^^ard  to  his  people.  It  is  hut  justice  l<>  his 
memory  to  sa\'  that,  after  Hurj^^oyne's  suirentk-r,  in  the  \'ear 
1/77'  Dana  lelt  that  the  colonial  cause  was  the  winniuL^ 
one;  while  helore  this  e\ent  he  lhou;4ht  that  the  want  of  suc- 
cess on  the  [KMl  ot  the  Colonists  wouhl  result  in  their  Ljreater 
misery.  lie  then  became  satisfied  that  the  j^ower  of  the 
country  was  sufhcient  to  sustain  the  De-claralion  ol  hulepeii- 
dence  ;  and  he  was  ever  alter  the  uniform  supporter  ol"  all 
measures  lookinir  to  its  acknowledL^nient  b\'  the  enemw  It 
is  a  lillle  remarka])le  that  .  Dana,  who  had  such  a  Tors- 
bias  that  he  was  ohli^^ed  to  lea\-e  the  mini>lr\-  in  Grolon, 
shouKl  ha\'e  been  a  candidate  in  17S2  for  the  con\'enlion  to 
toi  ui  a  constitution  lor  Xew  Hampshire,  "  as  a  so\-ereiL;n  .iiul 
indi-pendent  b()d\-  politic." 

Alter  his  dismissal  iVom  the  pai'ish,  he  olliciated  during; 
jH'rhaps  a  year  and  a  hall,  in  lySr)  and  1781,  as  tiie  mini>ti-r 
of  a  Pre>b\  terian  societs',  which  had  a  short  e\i>tence'  in  this 
town .  ^rhi^  was  owini;-  chiell v  to  some  ol  his  old  pari.-hioners, 
w  ho  were  dissatisfied  with  Dr.  Chaplin,  his  succe>sor.  While 
lixiuL;-  here,  .Mr.  Dana  was  appointetl  executoi-  ol  the  will  ol 
John  liulhle\',  K.^q.,  an  attorne\'-at-law  in  this  to  \n.  Tliis 
pf)siti()n  brouL,dit  him  in  contact  with  a  libi  aiy,  w  hich  he  used 
in  stuch'inL;  law,  though,  at  this  time,  with  no  professional 
c\'e  to  business.  In  the  \ear  177^;,  Thomas  Coleman,  whi) 
succeedi'd  Mr.  Ihdklex'  as  a  la\\\er,  had  his  residence  aiKl 
otlice  in  Mr.  Dana's  house;  and  this  ciicumst.i nee  helped 
him  in  ^ainin-.^  his  new  pro!es>ion.  lie  was  ,idmilled  t')  t!ie 
bar  in  17S1,  and  bei^an  practice  at  Amher.st,  .\ .  II.  lie 
soon  attained  hiLjh  lank  in  his  m-w  calhuL;,  and  recei\ed 
main'  marks  of  kindness  and  confulence  Irom  his  neiLjhbors 
and  lellow-cili/ens.  I  le  w.is  otVei  ed  the  appointment  to  a 
judgeship  of  the  lufei  ior  Court  of  L'ommon  Tleas  :  but  he  de- 
clined it.     He  afterward  accepted  the  ollici'  ol  Jud^e  ol  Pio- 
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bate,  which  lie  kept  only  tor  a  sliort  time.  His  success  as 
an  advocate  belore  a  jury  was  marked  ;  aiul  this  was  due  in 
part  to  his  lluency  of  speecli  and  clearness  of  expression, 
re.sullinL;  iVom  liis  pulpit  experience. 

lie  died,  April  2,  179S,  at  Amherst,  ami  was  buried  witli 
masonic  honoi  s,  wlien  the  I  [< uiorable 'I'imothv  Hi'^elow,  of 
Groton,  delivered  a  luneral  euloi^y,  wliicli  is  in  print.  His 
name  is  perpetuated  in  this  town  bv  the  Dana  School. 

Din  iuL;  sirvei  al  il.i\  s  brlore  llu-  liatlle  of  Le\in;^ton,  a  hos- 
tile inclu  sion  by  the  JCuLjlish  sohliei  s  slationeil  in  Hoslon  w.is 
expeclctl  by  the-  jxilriols.  Its  aim  was  the  destruction  ot* 
stores  collected  toi-  the  use  ot"  the  j^rovincial  cause;  aiul.  on 
this  account,  e\  er\'  movement  ot  the  Hritish  troops  was  chjsely 
watched.  At  this  time,  the  Committees  ot'  Saletv  and  ot* 
Siij')plies  voted  that  some  ot' the  stores  slunihl  be  kept  at  (iro- 
ton  ;  ami,  it  their  plan  hail  been  tullv  cairieil  out,  it  is  amoiiLj 
the  j-)ossibilities  ot'  the  war  that  another  battle  mii^ht  ha\  e  been 
touL^hl  in  Middlesex  count\',  and  (iruton  ha\e  been  the  >cene 
()1  the  aelii'n.  Ihit  opi-n  hostilities  bcLjan  so  soon  alterwartl, 
th.il  no  time  was  L;iven  to  make  the  removal  ot'  the  stores. 
It  was  ortleretl  b\-  these  Cuminillees,  ;\pi  :l  17,  that  the  lour 
six-pounders  be  transported  Iroin  Con-  onl  to  (irolon,  and 
{Hit  under  the  care  ot  Colonid  Prescott.  On  the  next  day,  it 
was  v(;ti  cl  that  all  the  ainmunilion  should  be  deposited  in 
nine  dilVerent  towns  ot"  the  pruvince,  ot  which  (iroton  was 
one,  ami  that  one-halt  Ot  ihe  musket  c.nlriih^es  be  removed 
t'rom  Stow  to  Ciroton.  It  was  also  \  ()ti-d  that  two  medicinal 
chests  shouhl  be  kept  at  dillerv-nt  places  in  the  town,  ami 
that  eleve  n  hundred  tents  be  deposileil  in  equal  (piantities  in 
Ciroton  ami  six  other  towns.* 

In  the  summer  ot"  1777,  the  Council  ot"  ;ihe  State  reom- 
mended  to  the  Hoard  ot"  War  that  the  mai^a/.ine  t  ii"  tbis  town 
should  be  eidari^eil  suiru  ienlU'  to  hold  tive  hujulred  barn-Is  ot 
powder.  This  i  ec<  )mmenilation  w.is  c.n  1  ieii  out  within  .1 
lew  da\  s  ;  and  a  corporal  ami  toui'  jn  ivali  s  wi-re  delaileil  to 

•  Journals  oftlie  Coniinillcc  of  S.ilVt y  aiul  ol"  iUc  Commiltcc  of  Supplict 
of  ilic  Ti ovincial  CoMi.'ic^R  ol' .Ma^».u  lui^t-UN.  I77r»775.  p.»i;c»  5iO-5iS. 
t  .Massachusotls  Arclnvcs,  (.  i.wni.  J71,  2(jo,  <^^<). 
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<^uard  it.  A  caution  was  j^nvcn  "that  no  ju-rson  be  inlistod 
into  said  Guard  that  is  not  known  U)  be  attaclicil  to  tlie  AniL-ri- 
can  Cause."  l^alcr  in  the  autumn,  the  detail  was  increased 
to  a  sergeant  and  nine  privates. 

Two  \  ears  allerward,  some  <^dass  was  wanted  lor  this  very 
buihhn*^,  and  lor  the  sclioul-liouse,  as  the  windows  were 
nuich  broken.  The  sehjctmen  of  the  t(;wn  couhl  (obtain 
the  ^lass  only  through  the  Boai'd  of  War  ;  and  Uj  this 
end  the)'  petitioned  tlie  Board  lor  lea\'e  to  bu\'  it."  'I'he  re- 
tjuest  w  as  dul)'  granted  ;  and  I  mention  this  lri\  ial  fact  to 
show  one  of  the  little  privati(jns  C(;mmon  in  those  days. 

It  is  said  in  the  note-book  of  the  l<.everentl  Dr.  Jc-renn*  liel- 
knap,  of  lioston,  that  a  nej^no  belonL;inL;-  to  this  town  shot 
iMajcjr  l^itcairn  throui^di  the  heail,  wliile  he  was  ralh  ini;  the 
dispersed  lirilish  troops,  at  the  Battle  of  1  Uinker  Ilill.t  It  is 
known  that  Piteairn  was  killed  b\'  a  ne^ro,  but  this  is,  jkm-- 
haps,  the  first  time  that  he  has  e\'er  been  connected  on  good 
authority  with  Groton. 

^fhe  record  ol  this  town  during  the  Re\-olution  was  a 
highly  honorable  one.  I  ler  scjldiers  achiexcd  distinction  in 
the  field,  and  many  of  them  in  after  life  filled  positions  of 
trust  and  resj^onsibilitw 

In  the  year  1776,  an  Act  was  passed  removing  the  Novem- 
ber term  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Irom  Charlestown  to  (iioton.  It 
may  be  conjectured  that  the  change  was  owing  to  the  dis- 
turbances of  the  war.  Two  years  lati-r,  b\-  another  Act, 
this  Xovem])er  term  was  tr<i!islei"i"ed  lo  Cambridge,  to  take 
the  place  of  the  term,  w  hich  in  turn  w  a^  bi  ought  to 

Cxroton,  where  it  remained  till  ij^y.  It  is  \  er\'  likel\-  that 
the  sessi(jns  of  the  Court  were  held  in  this  \  er\i' building. 
The  Court  was  silting  in  this  tow  n  during  the  famous  d;\rk 
day  of  May,  17^0. 

Joseph  Dennie,  the  poet,  was  rusticati-d  iVom  ci'llcgc  in  his 
senior  year,  and  placed  uiuler  the  care  t»f  Dr.  i.'liai'ilin ,  tlie 
minister  of  this  t(A\n.     Dennie  u-ed  to  sa\  that  lu'  w  as  sent 

*  Massachusetts  An  hives,  ei.wv.  '>i7. 

t  l*rocccdings  ol  the  Massacliusctls  Historical  Socicf  v,  i^75-7^>.  P-igc  93. 


1  \y.Li) 


48 

away  from  Cam!)rlili;L*  to  let  liis  class  catch  up  with  him  in 
lliL'ir  studies.  Alter  lie  hail  l)eeii  here  a  sh«jrt  lime,  l»c  writes  . 
to  a  classmate,  umU-r  date  ut'  Feb.  2  \,  1700,  ^iviiiij  his  im- 
pressions ot"  tile  jilace.  He  saws:  "A  better,  mure  royal, 
social  chil)  ot  Lads  Ciinnut  be  Inuiul  in  Americ.i,  coUei^c 
excepted,  than  at  (iroton." 

DuriiiL;  a  part  of  the  lirst  half  oi  the  jiresent  cenlurv, 
Gruton  had  one  characteristic  feature  that  it  no  lon;(er  pos- 
sesses. It  was  a  raihatiui^  centre  for  cliirc-renl  lines  of  sla«(e- 
coaches,  until  this  mode  of  travel  was  superseded  by  the 
swiller  one  of  the  railwa\'.  A  whole  i^eneralion  h.is  passed 
awa\'  since  the  ohl  coaclics  were  wont  to  be  seen  in  these 
stieets.  They  were  (hawn  usuall\'  b\'  four  horses,  ami  in 
bad  i^oiuL;-  by  six.  Here  a  chanj^e  of  coaches,  horses,  and 
tlri\'ers  was  made. 

Tlie  slaL^fe-dri\'er  of  former  times  beloni^ed  to  a  class  of 
men  thai  ha\e  enlireU-  disapjieared  fi'om  this  communilv. 
1  lis  jiosilion  was  (>ine  of  coiisiilerable  resp. lUsibilitN'.  This 
important  personaj^e  was  well  known  aloni;  his  route,  and 
his  opinions  were  always  (juoteil  with  respi-ct.  1  can  easily 
recall,  as  man\'  ol  xou  can,  the  lamiliar  t.ice  ol  Mr.  Corey, 
w  ho  dro"'e  tlie  accommodation  stai^e  to  lio.ston  for  so  many 
\-eais.  lie  was  a  cariMul  and  skillul  diiver,  and  a  man  of 
most  obh^ini;  disposition.  He  WDuld  ^^o  out  of  his  way  lo 
bear  a  message  or  lea\  e  a  new  spajn  r  ;  but  his  specialty  was 
lo  look  alter  women  and  chihlren  committed  to  his  cl)ari;e, 
1  recall,  too,  with  pleasui'e,  Horace  (ieor«(e,  another  driver, 
popular  w  ilh  all  the  boys,  because  in  sleiL;hini^-lime  he  would 
let  us  ride  on  the  rack  behind,  and  would  even  slacken  ihc 
speed  of  his  horses  so  as  to  alK»w  ns  to  catch  hoUl  of  llie 
straps.  ; 

In  the  WAV  iSc):.  it  is  advertised  that  the  Ciroton  stajjo 
would  set  oil"  fioin  1.  \'  S.  W'hei  lock's,  No.  .^7  Marlbor(»' 
(now  a  part  of  \\'.ishinL,M<>n  )  Strei  t,  Hoston,  every  Wednes- 
dav  at  .\  o'clock  in  the  morninL,S  and  arrive  at  Ciroton  at  3 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  that  it  wduld  leave  (iroion 
evi  i  v  .Mondav  at  .\  o'clock  in  the  mornini^.  and  arrive  in 
lioston  at  0  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.     It  seems  Irom  this  that 
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it  took  thrt'L*  hours  longer  to  make  the  trip  down  to  Boston 
llian  up  lo  Gr(jl"»n.  In  the  succeeding  vcar,  a  semi-weekly 
hue  is  nieulicjueil,  anil  Dearborn  I'^ncrson  was  tlie  driver. 
About  this  liiue  he  ojiened  the  ta\ein,  at  the  corner  of  Main 
auil  IMcasaut  Streets,  long  since  gi\  cn  uji  as  an  inn,  and  sub- 
sec|uentl\'  burned.  There  were  then  two  other  taverns  in  the 
{)hice,  —  the  one  kept  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  continued  as  a  tavern 
till  tliis  time  ;  the  other  kept  by  Jcj-)hfh.ah  Richardson,  on 
the  piesent  site  of  the  Ikiptist  church.  About  the  \ear 
1S07,  there  w.is  a  tri-weekly  line  ol*  stages  to  Hoslon,  and 
as  eiirly  as  1820  a  daily  line,  which  Connected  with  others 
exlLiuiing  iuto  Xcw  I  hunpshire  aiul  X'ci  nioul.  Soon  alter 
this  there  were  at  times  two  lines  to  Boston,  runninix  in 
opp(j>i!ion  to  each  other,  —  (^ne  known  .is  tlu'  I'nion  and 
Accommodation  Line,  and  the  other  as  the  Telegraj^h  and 
lJ)es}:)atch.  l>esides  these,  there  was  tiie  accommodation 
stage-coach  that  went  three  times  a  week,  and  tv.)ok  passen- 
j-ers  at  a  dolhir  each. 

In  the  \-ear  George  Fhnt  had  a  line  to  X.ishua,  and 

John  Iloh  had  one  to  Fitchburg.  'i'hey  advertise  "that  no 
jxiins  shall  be  spared  U)  accommodate  those  who  shall  favor 
them  with  their  custom,  ami  all  business  intrusted  to  their 
can-  will  be  l'ailhliill\-  attended  to." 

^'here  w  as  also  at  this  time  a  Coach  i-unning  to  Lowell, 
and  another  to  Worcester. 

Some  ol  \-ou  w  ill  remember  the  scenes  of  life  anil  activity 
that  w  I  re  to  be  witnessed  in  the  village  on  the  ari  ival  and 
tlepai  ture  of  the  stages.  Some  I'l'  \  on  w  ill  remi  tnber.  loo, 
the  loud  snap  (»rthe  whip  which  gave  incre.ised  speetl  lo  the 
horses,  as  thev  d.ishetl  up  in  ap.jtroved  style  to  the  slopping- 
j)lace,  when-  tlu'  loungers  wi-ri-  collecteil  to  si  c  the  travellers 
and  listi  u  to  the  gossij-)  whicli  lell  from  iheir  lij\s.  There 
were  no  teh  graphs  then,  and  bul  few  railroatls  in  the  country. 
Tlie  papers  ilid  not  gather  the  news  so  eagerly  nor  spreail  it 
abroail  so  jirompllv  as  the)-  do  now,  and  items  of  intelligence 
were  carrieil  largeh'  b\-  woid  ot  mouth.  lUil  those  days 
ha\e  long  since  j-iassi  il.  'i'here  are  persons  in  this  audience 
that  h.i\e  reacheil  years  e>f  maturity,  who  have  no  recollection 
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of  them  ;  but  such  is  the  rapid  llij^'lit  of  litnc  that,  to  some  of 
us,  the}'  scLMTi  vcrv  uear. 

Grolun  was  siUKiicd  on  one  of  llic  main  tliorouj^hfarcs 
leading  Irom  liostun  to  the  iKJithcrn  couiiii  v,  cumprisin;;  an 
import. mt  part  of  New  Hampshire  ami  \'ei  inunt,  and  cxlcnd- 
inif  into  Canada.  1 1  w  as  lr.iver>ed  b\-  a  «M  eal  number  of 
\va<^ous,  (h  aw  n  by  four  or  .^ix  liorses,  carr\  in;^  to  llie  city 
tile  various  pruchicls  of  tlie  country,  such  as  j^rain,  pork, 
butter,  cheese,  cl^l^s,  veni>on,  iiiiles  ;  and  relurniu;;  with 
^^oods  Inund  in  the  city,  such  as  mohisses,  suj^ar,  New-Ki^j^- 
iand  rum,  collee,  tea,  nails,  iruii,  cloths,  anil  the  innumerable 
articles  lound  in  tlie  countrs*  st(jres,  lu  be  ilislributetl  amon;^ 
the  towns  above  hen*.  In  some  seas<jns,  ii  wds  no  uncommon 
siiiht  to  see  in  one  tla\'  ihirtv  such  wagons. 

We  are  now  in  our  history  passin;^  llnou^^li  a  period  of 
centennial  anni\'ersaries,  ami  we  >hall  d  >  well  to  stUiU'  care- 
fully their  lesson.  Thi'N'  are  ajipeaiiuLj  unto  us  at  dilVerent 
times  and  in  dillerent  jWaces.  Their  |>i(>prr  observ.mce  will 
kintUe  anew  the  patriotic  fires  ol'  tlu-  Re\uluti< )n ,  and  brinj^ 
out  all  over  the  land  a  common  devdtion  to  the  Republic. 

^rime  rolls  on  rajiidU',  and  a  cenlurv  is  s<»un  C(»mpleted. 
There  are  manv  in  this  audience  who  will  see  those  that  will 
be  li\  inj4'  a  hundri  il  \  ears  hence.  To  look  ahead,  a  cenlmy 
appears  to  be  a  loni;  jKM'iod  ;  but,  {>>  look  back  to  the  extent 
of  (jnr's  memor\',  it  see-ms  a  slioi  t  one.  The  \  ears  lly  on 
wings,  anil  chanL;e  is  a  law  of  Nature.  I  can  recall  now  but- 
two  families  in  the  \  ill.iL;e,  that  ai  i-  r:\  iii;^'  in  the  same  houses 
which  tluw  occufMed  in  m\'  b>)yhood  ;  and  those  two  are  Mr. 
Dix's  and  Mr.  IM  inchard's.  A  familiar  sii;ht  at  that  time  was 
the  \'eneiable  f  )rm  of  Mr.  Dutlci-,  whose  char. icier  was  well 
.shown  in  bis  benij^niant  lace.  I  lis  accurate  "Hi.slory"  w  ill  be 
an  abiiliuL,^  monum<-nt  to  his  nu-inorv,  and  his  name  will  In* 
cherished  .is  h'U;^^  as  the  town  has  a  political  existence.  At 
that  time  tlu'  Common  was  llu*  jdaN  ^round  ot  the  boys,  —  it 
h.ul  not  then  been  fenci'il  in.  anil  there  was  but  a  siiij^le  row 
of  elms  alon<:  the  main  street.  Of  the  bovs  lb. it  plaved 
there,  manv  .n  e  dead,  others  h.ive  left  the  tow  n,  and  only  a 
few  remain.     And  the  same  can  be  s.ud  (»f  the  sch(X)l-^irls. 
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The  lines  are  fallen  unto  us  in  pleasant  places,  and  we  all 
have  much  to  he  thankful  lor.  What  a  coiUrast  between  our 
ami  lliat  ol"  (uir  fathei-s  I  'riic\'  liatl  to  slru<^Ljle  with  many 
hardships.  Tlicir  lilc  was  one  of  >lrrn,  unreiniltin}^  toil, 
surr(>uiuled  b\'  cares  aiul  anxieties.  TheN'  had  to  subdue  the 
\\  ilcK  Tuess,  w  hile  exposed  to  the  assaults  of  a  lui  kini^  savaj^e 
loe.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  now  enjoy  much  <»l'  the  material 
results  (j\  the  ir  labor.  We  have  but  to  cast  (»ur  eyes  about 
us,  and  see  the  comfortable  homes  antl  fertile  fields.  They 
lett  us  the  means  of  r(."li^nt)us  iusti  ucti( )n ,  a  system  of  public 
sciiools,  and  an  attachment  lor  the  government  which  they 
labored  so  luu-d  in  foundini^.  All  tlu'se  thev  j>laced  in  our 
kei'pin;^-,  and  il  rests  with  us  to  jireser\e  tliem  intact  f(jr  the 
geneialions  to  come.  Tiie  dutv  with  us  n(jw  is  to  see  lliat 
the  Republic  shall  receive  no  harm  ;  to  see  that  no  moral 
deca\' — the  sure  i')iecursor  of  plnsical  iK-ca\  —  shall  saj) 
the  struclui'e  wliich  the\'  reared.  Our  aim  should  be  to 
lea\'e  to  our  chiklren  an  example  as  noble  as  the  one  that 
w  as  left  to  us. 
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•     I.  —  V.\(]K  l6. 

Tlie  Iliiinble  Rc(jucst  of  Joseph  l\irkL'i"  to  the  Ilonourcd  (/()\-- 
eiiioMliL'  Iloiiouril  ina^i.stiatcs  cleputyes,  llmnhly  Kc(|iicsts  in 
bc'halfo  (jf  the  townc  of  (jiawtoii  that  the  letter  (jl<.  may  hcc  Re- 
corclt^Ml  as  the  brand  mark  helon'^iiijj;  to  the  to\vne  1  bein<(  chosen 
Couuslible  this  y(.>ar  niai^e  boKlc  to  pieseiit  this,  to  the  lloiiouieil 
Court  it  beiii;^  hut  niy  (hit\',  in  tlie  townes  bL-hahu  thus  Hopeiut^ 
the  Honored  Ccjurt  w  ill  ;_;rant  my  recpiest  1  rest  Nor  Humble  ser- 
\ant 

JOSKI'H  PArtKI.R 

Boston:  31"'  may:  PjOG 

In  answer  to  this  motion  the  Deputies  approve  of  y'  letter  (jR 
to  be  y"  brantl  marke  of  <^roaten 

W'li  i.iAM  ToKitKv  Cleric 

Ye  Hono'"'  ma^^ists  consentiui^  hereto 

Consented  hy  the  uKe^ists  ICdw  :  Kaw'son  Secret'' 

[Massachusetts  Arcliivcs,  i.  21.] 


2.  —  17. 

To  tJtc  Constable  of  Groatoi 

These.  Rccjuire  yo"  in  his  Mai"  '  name,  to  sumono  iS:  require 
John  l*a^c  such  othe''  of  \'  tonne  \'  went  up  to  Ini|uire  fur  \  'ir 
catle.  at  Pemieook  pi  esently  on  the  de.ith  of  the .  lCn;.;Iishman  mur- 
thured  b\  \'  1  ndians  there  l.itclv  in  a  tliunken  htt.  as  is  s.ivd 
others  y'  yo"  know  to  make  their  Al")pe.lranee^  betoif  (  imci  .dl 
[Court]  now  sitting;  in  i>oslon  on  27'''  Insi.m'.  at  ei^^iil  of  v*"  cloekc 
in  the  mornini;  to  ;^ive  in  their  evidiMiees  in  y"  Case  relalin;^  to  y* 
sd  murthe'  i\:  )"  occasion  thereot  by  sellin;^  stroti;_j  liijuo"  ^:  by 


^  J' 

wliorn  as  they  know  or  have  licaid  inakiii;^  )(»'  icf.iru  of  this  war- 
rant to  the  Secretary  at  or  before  y'  lime  hereof  yu"  are  nut  to 
faile  thited  in  liobton  the  15"'  of  Octobc'  166S. 

I'dw  Kawson  Score' 

Hy  the  Coin' 

[ICndorsed] 

These   thre  men  nanilv  John    I^a^'e  Thomas  an  Ro!*aril 

Taihall  Juni'  \:  Jobe[ih  Hlood  are .  Snm maneed  Parish 
U)   apeai'    at   the    (ienerall    Conit    accordin*^    to    the  premises: 

by  niee 

Ma  i  I II IAS  I'aunswou  rii 

Constable  of  (i  raw  ton. 

To  the  Constable  G  raw  ten 

[M;ibhacliu>ctt^  Archives,  xxx.  15  v  I 

T\]ii  words  "an  Robarcl  l\irisb  "  apj-)car  in  the  oriL^inal  as 
oivL-n  above.  They  were  cvidciul\-  put  in  alter  ibc  ducu- 
ineiU  was  written. 

The  Deposition  of  Danil  W'aldron  bcin:^'  calle»l  to  Speak  wliat  I 
know  alxnit  the  Death  of  'I'homas  DdxiM>n  who  was  killed  by  an 
bulian  as  tliey  sav  :  my  selfe  with  manv  others  was  sent  up  bv  my 
fatluM'  to  see  the  corps  and  eiupiiie  into  hi>>  <leath  wIumi  we  came 
tiieie  we  found  the  man  dead  and  an  Indian  l\in^  deail  by  him 
and  examinin<4  the  Indians  how  he  came  b\  his  death  thev  saiil  the 
Indian  that  lay  dead  bv  him  killed  him  with  his  knite  :  and  en«|uir- 
ii>t/  fuithcr  why  he  killed  him  the  bulians  told  ns  ihcy  askcti  him 
and  he  j^MVe  tlieni  no  answt;r  but  bid  them  shoott  him  :  and  fiutlu  r 
Lininirinj4  whether  the  Indian  were  Drmdx  they  answered  that  l>c 
was  not  Drunk  and  after  this  we  saw  him  l»nried  presently  ami  wc 
relunu'd  home  the  next  Day 

This  was  takei\  upon  oath  :  this  jorjof  \*:  S  :  j  fiio  ir>6S  before 

us 

Si\n)\  W  ii  i.Min 
W"  IIaiiu»km: 

[MasNachusett>  Archive^,  xxx.  i^y  ] 

W'vv  wh.ose  nami  s  air  hereunto  snbscrilu'd  D<»e  testifvc  that  in 
or  aboule  v'  Month  of  lune  last  past  j,'«»ein;^  to  I\  nn\ci>oke  to  en- 
(|uire  after  Cattle  vf  were  lost,  riileinj^  to  y*  lUnl  at  the  sa\tl  iVnni- 

i  kf,  meetiu;^'  w    some  of  the  Imlians  bclon^^in^  thcrelt)  lf)UI  iis, 

y' an  ICn'^lishman  was  Killed  by  an  Indian,  and  that  all  our  1-n;;- 
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lislimans  Laws  tlicy  had  Killed  the  Iiulinn,  wcc  farther  cnquircing^ 
ol  ihcni  how  and  whether  the  Indians  were  ihnnke  when  the  Kn*^- 
li^liinan  was  Killed   and  thev  answered  all   Indi.ms  were  then 
(li  uiiU  or  else  they  had  noe  Kihl  En;^lislinian  ;  And  farther  wee 
ideiice  Tohaunto  a  Sagamore  l)einfj  afravtl  that  s\  ee  had  broiij^hl 
Liquors  to  sell  desired  I'.s  if  wee  had  any,  that  woe  would  p«jwer  it 
on  the  <;round  for  it  would  niaUe  y"  Imlians  all  one  Divill,  Ami 
farther  wee  nieelin*.,'  w"'  Thtinias  l*avne,  wIkj  t<»KI  us  he  was  Cap' 
\\'ahlern's  serv',  ;i-,Kin<j^  him  whether  the  Intlians  were  drunUe  wlu-n 
the  Ln^lishm  in  wa-.  Killed,  ami  he  answered  not  ilriniU,  and  after 
1.11  tlu  !  discours""  wth  v""  s'  Pa\  n"  he  sa\  {l  that  \'  prsun  that  was  Kille«l 
\\  .^^  l\  tL  r  Collins  man  and  f.irlher  sayd  That  if  the  Killing  of  the 
M.in  did  Ui)l  ])re\ent  it  his  the  sa\d  I'.iyn's  M.istei-  Cap'  W'aldern* 
and  Peter  Collin  did  intend  to  send  C.iipenters  to  huihl  iher*  and 
aUo  to  ha\e  L^ionnd  hroaUe  npp  to  he  improved,  an*!  wee  further 
allirme  that  wee  saw  a   Riindlett  which  w  ouKl  hold  at  least  six 
(jallons  in  the  Truekin^  llou>e  near  the  savd  llorl  ;  alter  well  wee 
ineetein;^-  \s  li  the  Indi.in^  then  thei  "  ami  telliu'^  them  y*  'I'hoinas 
I'.is  ii'  told  us  that  t!ie\'  weii-  not  drunk  when 'i'he  I'^n^lishman  was 
iMlled  the  Imlians  then  sa\  '  v'   I'a\ ii"  muc'.i  Lyetl,  for  wee  had 
Dixer^  (^larlN  of  Li([Uors  the  same  ilav  th.it  the  s.iyd  Ln«.^lishman 
was  Killed  upon  and  one  of  the  I ndians  Couiaumled  his  S(|ua;4h  to 
wa^li  a  l>!adder,  \sherein  the  Indian  sayd  there  was  a  (^uart  of 
Licjuors  and  \see  tloe  adiudi^a'  it  to  he  as  mueh  ;  or  u^ini;  woitls  to 
the  s.ime  etleet 

Ociol/  27"'  166S  Koiiii  I'auhis 

TiioM.xs  rAKn.M.i. 
Swornc  in  Court,  27,  octohe'  \C)hS,:  Jom  i'M  ULOfi) 

ICdw  :  l'.\wso\  Seeref 
[^I;lSbacllU^cll^  Arcln\cb,  XXX.  i(>i  .\ 


3.  —  r.\«;i-.  :o. 

]Ii>)icrd  Gr)/tlrinrn  the  lioui  r  d'-  C ottficcU 

This  afternoon,  wc  had  aeordinjje  to  your  t^rder,  discourse  with 
Capt  llincUsman,  in  reference  to  his  actin;^s  in  his  wave  as  to  the 
eomisions  he  reed  from  you,  he  is  to  lake:  So  men  frome  oiiic 
(I  lli^on^,  that  is  all  we  haue  or  mor,  w»' :  stand  in  need  of  inoic 
hut  we  d.iie  not  he  so  hold,  our  eorne,  th.il  lillill  we  haue,  is  time 
it  weare  i;.itheri'd,  hut  if  our  scouts  he  taken  olf  heer  is  liltill  he 
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p^ntlicrcd,  many  will  he  hardiv  kept  with  vs,  hut  will  rune  awavc 
fi<jnie  all  (nir  townes.  you  hapilv  uiav  lliiMlvc  wc  are  ahavd,  we 
will  not  host  thcralxiut,  hut  wc  dare  save,  <nir  lines  are  not  dear 
unto  vs,  in  any  way  that  (jotl  shall  call  vs  to,  our  lhouj;lils  are  lliat 
it  is  not  acK  isahlc  to  niarc!i  vp  lo  pcnicooke,  \\  her  ihcr  are  many 
Indians  at  the  i)'sent.  \et  uianv  ahr(jad  ahout  .ill  our  towns  as 
apears  daylv,  hnit  ouv  p^enl  lhi>u;4hts  are,  tli.it  it  uii-^ht  he  for 
p'.^ent  saftie  lor  the  coiuitiy,  that  a  (iarison  wear  settled  oucr  Mer- 
riniakc  Riuor  :d)Out  donst  thic,  that  ther  nia\e  he  entlercoi  se  l)e- 
tweeiie  our  li'wns  iV  th.il  (  i.iri><)ii,  \\ c  haiie  apo\ntled  Capl  l*aKr 
t\:  left  irmckesinen  who  will  n  lalU-  things  to  ^ine  you  reall  li;;hl, 
nuieh  I'urther  then  is  meet  now  li»  do  or  then  time  will  pmill,  we 
are  not  willinj^e  to  tiiihlc  V"U  anv  I'lulher,  hut  rest  your  hunU-)le 
servants 

GKO.\Tt>N'  this  25'!'  7  :  75. 

Simon  \Vii.i..\iu>, 
Sai.o.m  Ai>amj.s 
Jamks  Pakki.u  : 
jAMr;s  Kii>i)i:u 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  i.xvii.  265.] 


.^._l>Ar.I.;  2}. 
To  the  llono'.'  Council  convened  at  r.^^lMU  Au;;"  17"'  1676. 
The  hnmhle  Petition  of  John  Mnise 

Shcwetli.  That  yo'  jx  lition'  heinj;  an  Iidiahitant  ot*  Oroton  ;  linlh 
t()*4ether  (with  many  others)  heen  deprived  of  his  ICstate  hy  the 
calaniit\'  of  llie  w.iii-;  and  Inmseire  eaiiied  away  captive  hy  the 
ICnemv  ;  and  ahout  live  i)ounds  in  niony  laide  ilown  hyM' John 
Iluhhard  of  Boston  lor  his  ransome,  and  undei stantlin;;  that  there 
hath  heen  some  Stock  raised  hv  a  c<»nti  ihution  towards  the  ransom- 
ing of  the  captives,  ^'o'  petition'  iloth  humhly  pray  thai  hec  may 
he  e  considereil  in  the  tlistrihution  of  the  s'  Stock,  and  ihnt  M' 
Iluhhard  niav  he  iiimhuised  thereout  ;  hee  havin;_j  not  of  his  own 
wherew  ilh  to  pav  him.  and  yo'  pelitionr'  shall  for  ever  lhankfidly 
acknowled'^e  yo'  Ilono"  tlavo'  therein  and  for  evi-r  pr.iyer. 

'i'his  petition  is  (ii.mted  17  Aui^ust  i(>76: 

per  Consiliu    II  R  S. 

[Nhiss.K  liusctts  ,\rehivcs.  i.xix.  .}S.j 
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5._I>a(;t.:  24. 

The  followinfr  account  of  ihc  hurniiiL,^  of  tlic  town  is  by 
the  Kcverciul  W'ilhani  Huhhard,  ami  is  f<aiiul  in  his  "  N.irra- 
tivL*,"  jMintccl  in  lO'J'J.  It  is  the  fullest  contemporaneous 
account  printed. 

SlAirr/^  2.  They  assaulted  CirutoJi:  tht*  next  day  o\'cr  ni;^ht 
^^ajor  W'illaiul  with  seventy  IIoiso  came  iiilcj  the  Ttnvn  ;  foily 
Foot  also  came  up  t(j  their  rtdicf  from  \\  'atcrto~viu  Init  the  Indians 
were  all  lied,  hayinij  tirst  hurned  all  the  Houses  in  the  Town,  .save 
lour  that  were  (Jarisoned,  the  Meeti ii;_(-hou^e  hein;^  the  sec<jnd 
house  they  fned,  Soou  after  Capt.  Sill  was  sent  with  a  small 
i*arty  of  Drai^oons  of  S  Files  to  fetch  (jiVthe  Inhabitants  of  Grotoii^ 
and  what  \va^  Irft  froui  the  spoyle  of  the  enemy,  ha\  in<4  under  his 
conduct  about  sixty  Cai'ts,  heini^  in  deptli  from  frout  to  reel"  abo\c 
two  mile:  when  a  parly  of  liulians  l\iu;^  in  am'ou^^h,  at  a  j)lace  of 
eminent  adyantaLjc,  llred  upon  the  front  and  mortally  wounded  two 
of  the  vaunt  Carriers,  who  dyed  hotli  the  next  nii^ht,  and  mii^ht 
(liad  (jod  pt'fmiUt'd)  ha\'e  done  emiiuail  dauniL^^e  to  the  whole 
i}od\,  it  heiuL,^  a  full  hour  bef)re  the  whole  J)ody  could  be  drawne 
up,  which  \s  as  done  with  care  au^l  Courai^c  :  but  the  Indiana  at'ter 
a  few  more  sliot  made,  with.out  tloiu;^  hai  ui,  retired,  and  made  no 
fui  thei"  assault  upon  thieui,  beiu^  the  same  l*ait\'  (jf  Iiidia)is  which 
the  da\-  before  had  burued  some  [)art  of  C/icl ni s ford .  Soon  after 
this  \'illa<;"0  was  deserted  anil  destroyed  by  the  enemy  :  yet  was  it 
a  special  providence,  that  thouj^h  the  Carts  were  i^nartknl  with  so 
sleiidei-  a  Convoy,  yet  there  was  not  any  c )nsiileral)le  lo>>s  sus- 
tained. 

The  !>u!'pri/,all  of  (h-(do!i  was  alter  thi^  maimer. 

On  ^farcll^  1.  The  Indians  came  in  the  ni^ht  and  rilled  ei^^ht  or 
nine  houses  and  carried  away  .souie  cattle,  auil  alarmed  the  '{'own. 

On  March^  g.  About  ten  in  the  mornini;  a  ))arcel  of  J):diaus 
(havin'4  two  daycs  lurked  in  the  town,  and  taken  possession  of 
thne  out-houses  and  feasted  themselves  with  corn,  divers  swine 
and  poultr\-  which  they  there  seized)  laid  an  ambush  f»r  two  Carts, 
which  went  from  their  j^arison  to  fetch  in  some  ha\-,  attended  with 
lour  uien,  two  of  w  hich  espying  the  eui  inv.  made  a  dillicnlt  escape, 
the  other  two  wiae  set  upon,  and  one  of  them  slain,  stript  naked, 
his  body  mauLjled,  and  diaj^i^ed  into  the  hi^h-wav,  and  laid  on  his 
back  in  a  most  shamefull  manner:  the  otiier  taKcn  C.ipti\e;  and 
after  sentenced  t(j  death,  but  liie  enemy  not  ci)ncurinL;  in  the  man- 
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ner  of  it,  execution  was  defcrret],  and  lie  by  the  providence  of  God 
e^^eal)L•d  by  a  bold  attempt  the  nij^ht  bclore  he  was  dcbij^ncd  t(^ 
shuij^liter,  and  (led  to  the  (Kiri^un  at  J.a)tcasU  >\  tlie  cattle  in  both 
t(nvnb  wouniled,  anel  live  of  theni  slain  outi  ij^ht. 

Marc/i^  13.  Was  the  day  when  the  enemy  came  in  a  full  body, 
by  there  own  account  .joo.  and  th(ni<^dit  by  the  liduibitants  to  be 
not  many  fewer.  The  town  was  at  this  time  (ha\in<;^  been  i)ut 
intcj  a  fri'^ht  by  the  sad  Catastrophe  of  J .a)ica^t c r  the  next  bc^rtler- 
iuL^  town)  gatheretl  into  live  (iarisons,  f(nir  of  which  weie  so  near 
t(;'4i,'ther,  as  to  be  able  to  command  from  one  to  the  (^ther,  between 
which  Were  tlie  cattle  belon;4inL(  to  th(j.se  Families  driven  into  pas- 
tui'es,  which  afterward  prcned  their  preservation  ;  the  (jther  was 
near  a  mile  distant  from  the  rest. 

This  morning  the  hidians  (ha\  in;^  in  the  nij^ht  placed  them- 
sehes  in  several  j^arts  of  the  town)  made  t!ieir  Onset;  which 
be<^an  near  the  four  Garisons  ;  for  a  body  of  tiiem  havin<;  placed 
themselves  in  Ambuscado,  behind  a  hill,  near  one  of  the  Garisons, 
two  of  them  made  disco\'ery  (jf  themselves,  as  il"  they  had  stootl 
upon  discoveiy.  At  this  lime  di\ers  of  the  jicople,  n(jthiii^"  sus- 
pectin<4  any  such  mattei",  (for  liie  day  befne,  many  had  been  upon 
disci-jvery  many  miles,  and  f)und  n(j  signs  of  an  li^nenu'  being  S(j 
near)  were  attending  their  c;ccasions,  some  foildei  ing  liieir  cattle, 
some  milking  theii"  Cows,  (;f  wlunn  the  lCnem\-  might  easily  ha\e 
made  a  seizure,  but  God  prevented  ;  they  ha\  ing  another  design 
in  hand,  as  soon  after  appeared  :  These  two  Indians  weie  at  length 
es[)\'i:d,  and  the  iVlarm  gi\  en  ;  whereupon  the  most  ot  the  men  in 
the  next  (iarison,  and  some  also  of  the  second  (which  was  about 
eight  or  nine  })ole  tlistanl)  drew  out  <md  went  to  surj)ri/'.e  these  two 
Indians^  who  kept  their  station  till  our  men  rcviched  the  brow  of 
the  hill,  then  arose  the  ambush  and  discharged  a  \  ollev  upon  them, 
which  caused  a  disorderly  letreat,  or  rather  a  rout,  in  which  one 
was  slain,  and  three  others  wounded  :  mean  while  another  ambush 
liad  risen,  and  come  iip()n  the  back  side  of  the  Garison  so  deserted 
of  men,  and  pulled  down  the  l*ali/.adoes  :  The  Souldierv  in  this 
rout,  retreated  not  to  their  own,  but  passed  bv  to  the  next  (  Jarison, 
the  women  and  children  mean  while  exposed  to  ha/ard,  but  bv  the 
gooilncss  of  (jO(.l  made  a  safi?  esca])e  to  the  other  lortified  house 
without  an\'  harm,  lea\  ing  their  substance  to  the  eui-ms',  who  made 
a  jn  ey  of  il,  and  spent  the  residue  of  the  ila\'  in  remo\  ing  the  I'orn 
and  houshold-stnlf  (in  which  loss  five  Familyes  were  impover- 
ished) and  liring  upon  the  other  ( iarison  :  here  also  they  took  some 
Cattle.     No  sooner  was  the  signal  given  1)\  the  fu  st  \i)lley  ot"  shot, 
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but  iinniciliately  in  several  parts  of  the  town  at  once,  did  the 
sinoakc^  arise,  they  firiiv^^  the  hoii-^es. 

In  the  afternoon  they  used  a  stratageni  n(Jt  unhke  the  otlier,  to 
have  surprised  tlie  sin^^le  Garison,  init  Cjod  preventecL  An  oKl 
Jiulian  il'aii  litJiaii  passed  aloni;  the  strc-et  with  a  hhick  sheep  on 
his  l)aek,  with  a  slow  pace,  as  one  decrepit  :  Tliev  made  several 
shut  at  him,  but  missed  him,  at  which  several  issued  out  to  have 
taken  him  alive,  but  the  Watchman  seasonably  espying  an  ambush 
bcliind  the  lioiise,  gave  the  signal,  whereb)'  they  were  prevented. 

'J'he  night  following  the  enemy  lodged  in  the  tuwii,  some  of 
them  in  the  (jarison  they  had  surprized,  but  tiie  l>ody  of  them  in 
an  adjacent  valley,  where  thev  made  themselves  merry  after  their 
savage  mannei'.  The  next  morning  thev  g;ive  two  v>\-  three  \ oV 
leyes  at  Ca[)t.  J\irkcrs  Garison,  so  maiched  olT,  fearing  as  was 
thought  that  supplv  might  be  nigh  at  hund.  This  assault  of  theirs 
was  managed  with  their  wonted  subllctv',  and  barberous  ci"uelt\-  : 
foi"  thev  stri])t  the  bod\-  of  him  whom  thev  had  slain  in  tlie  lirst 
oiisL't,  and  then  entling  oil"  his  head,  li\e<l  it  upon  a  jjoK,'  looking 
towards  his  own  hnul.  The  corpse  of  tin;  man  slain  the  week 
before,  they  dug  up  out  (jf  his  gra\  e,  the\-  cut  oil"  Ids  head  and  one 
leg,  and  set  them  upon  poles,  ami  stri[)t  olV  his  winding  sheet.  A 
Infant  which  they  found  dead  in  the  house  fust  sur[)rist'd,  they  cut 
in  i)ieces,  whicli  aflerward  thev  east  to  the  swine.  'J'hero  were 
alxnil  forty  dwelhng  houses  burnt  at  that  time,  besides  other  build- 
ings. This  desolation  was  followrd  w  ith  the  breaking  up  ot  the 
t(nvu,  and  scattering  of  the  I idiabitants,  and  remosal  of  the  Can- 
lUestick,  after  il  liad  been  there  seated  about  twcKe  vears. 

Concerning  the  surpri/ing  of  Cjr(>t->)t^  .\farcli  13.  There  was 
not  any  thing  nnicii  more  material,  then  what  i>  already  men- 
tioned, save  only  the  insolenc)'  of  yuliii  MmhiCi)  oi'  c/u-  lycii  jfo/t/i^ 
the  chief  Caj)tain  of  the  Indians  in  that  design:  who  having  by  a 
sudden  suipri/.al  early  in  the  morning  ^ei/ed  upon  a  (jarison  Ikmisc 
in  one  end  of  the  Town,  enntinued  in  it,  j)lundering  w  hat  w  as  there 
iead\'  at  liand,  all  that  da\'  ;  and  at  night  did  vc  i\-  lamiliarlv  in 
appearanc-e,  call  out  to  C'apt.  /\i/it  r  that  was  lod-ed  in  .motlu-r 
(jarison  house,  and  entertaineil  a  great  deal  of  I  )isei  .m  ^e  with  him, 
whom  he  called  his  o/</  JVi'ij^///>o// r :  dilating  up^n  the  eause  ol  the 
W.ir,  and  putting  an  end  to  it  bv  a  friendiv  peace  :  \  et  oft  mixing 
bitter  vSnrcasmes,  with  several  blasphem«nis  scf>lVs  and  taunts  at 
their  pra\ing  and  worshipping  (nnl  in  the  mei-ting  house,  whieh 
he  deridingl\'  said  he  had  burned.  .Among  other  things  whieh  he 
boastingly  uttered  that  night  :  he  said  he  bui  nt  .1A  <///,  A/  ( though 
il  be>  not  kiKAvn  whither  he  was  there  pei  son.dl  v  pi  esent  01  no) 
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Lancaster^  aiul  that  now  lie  would  1>iirn  that  Town  of  Groton^ 
and  tlie  next  time  he  wouhl  Innii  Cln  l)>i>jurd^  Concord^  W  atcr- 
tn'cn^  Ca inbrid<:[c^  C'harlstu-vn ^  I^t>\bur\\  Hustini^  addhi;^  at  hist 
in  tlieir  Dialect,  Wliat  Mc  zci//^  Mc  do:  not  much  unhke  the 
prond  Assyria)t  (if  his  power  iiad  l>cen  eijiial  t(j  his  pride)  some- 
time threatned  a'^ainst  ycrusalon^  hut  was  h\-  the  remarkahhj 
providence  of  (jod,  so  etJindouniled  within  a  few  months  after,  that 
he  was  hereft  of  his  four  hunched  and  four.secjre  (of  wliieh  he  now 
boasted)  and  oidv  with  a  few  moic  Iha^'ado/io's  like  himself, 
Sa^antorc  Sam,  old  '"/ct/iro^  and  the  Siri;\i/i/ort'  of  ."^/lolmoo-  were 
taken  l)y  the  iCuj^lish.  and  was  seen  (not  loir_^^  hi-fore  the  wiitin;^ 
of  this)  marchin;^  towai'ds  the  Gallows  (thr(ju;_;li  Helton  Streets, 
whicii  h(.'  thiL-ateneil  to  hurn  at  his  ph-asui'e)  with  an  Halter  ahout 
his  neck,  with  which  hi.'  was  hanj^ed  at  tiie  Towns  end,  .Si-f^/c///- 
In-r  2'^).  in  this  present  )'ear  1676.  So  let  tJiiiic  HiicDiics  pcrisJi 
O  I.o>-d^  and  such  contempt  he  poured  on  all  them  that  open  their 
mouthes  to  hlasphenie  thy  hol\'  Name. 

Things  looki.'d  with  a  pritty  sad  face  ahout  those  parts  at  this 
time;  \et  tJiouo-!i  the  I\/<^'/itcoi(S  fa//  .scvc;/  t i dics^  Ut  not  tJuir 
Jiiicmii  S  ri'}oyci\  for  t/ic.  Rii^Ji Icons  sJiall  /v.m'  again,  but  t/u  /r 
zviclcd  lion  ICS  s/iatl  fall  into  ?>iisr//icf  and  rise  no  niorc.  It 
was  eh1);u<4  water  with  \cic-Iinolainl  at  this  time,  and  a  while 
after;  hut  (Jod  shall  tmn  the  stieam  hefoi'e  it  he  lon;^,  and  hrinL( 
down  their  ICnemies  to  liciv  the  dust  hefc^re  them. 

After  this  April  17.  Captain  Sill,  hein-.;-  appointed  to  ki>e{)  (Jai  i- 
son  at  Giudoii,  some  Indians  comin;^  to  hunt  f')r  Swine,  three 
Indians  drew  near  the  (iarison  houst',  supposiuL^  it  to  ha\'e  been 
deserted,  wcM'e  two  of  them  slain  one  sin;_;le  shot  made  h\'  the 
Caj^tains  own  hands,  and  the  third  hy  another  shot  made  from  the 
(iarison.    [I*ages  7--7^-] 


6.  —  Pa(;i:  lC^. 

The  humhle  p(?tition  and  reipiest  <>t"  tiie  i^reatest  numher  of  the 
fcjrmcr  inhabitants  of  y"  d'owne  of  (iroton 

llumbl\-  shewelh  to  the  Houtueil  (ienerall  ('(MUt  settiuL,^  in  Bos- 
ton :  as  followcth  vi/  : 

W'e  who  have  been  <^reat  Sullerers.  bv  \ "  hand  of  (hxl,  in  the 
hite  wars  hv  om'  heathenish  eiu  inses.  as  is  well  knowne  to  all  :  iVc 
bv  which  we  have  bin  enfi)icd,to  the  before  eninnes;  t(^  our 
^reat  i^iiMNons  losso,  vS:  tiouble.  l?v  v"  Ljood  h;nul  of  (lod  to  us, 
have  had  so  nuich  repre.ive,  iVi  resj)itt,as  we  have  many  of  ns,  had 
y"  liberty  ».*v:  opperlunity,  to  returne  to  the  places,  though  not  y" 
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houses  (jf  our  former  abode.  Aud  now  heiuLj  under  A:  cxereised 
with  many  and  great  chllicultyes  ;  Apprela-ndiuL;  it  our  chity,  to 
ad(h"esse  ourselves  ;  not  onely  to  our  hea\  enly  falhcr  ;  hut  earthly 
fathers  also,  in  this  time  oi'  neeil  :  do  humbly  be;^:^  our  ease  may 
be  M  iicnisly  eonsitlered,  tS:  \vei<^hed,  A:  that  some  ilirection,  and 
rckife  ma)  be  alluardeil  unto  us. 

Some  of  us  \'  Inhabitants  have  ventured  :  our  lives  some  while 
since  to  returne  a<4aine,  and  many  others  have  followeil  us,  whose 
welcome  company  is  rejo\cin<^  unto  us.  W-it  our  povcrtN',  i\:  tlie 
uonrcbidence  oi'  otheis,  doth  oceation  us  great  »S:  una\cii(.!ablc 
tr(jul>lc.  We  have  (through  Gods  goodnesse,  t\:  blessing  our  en- 
deavours, A:  atlemj)l>)  procured  obtcined  the  ministry  of  y" 
word  amouiig  us  ;  i\;  have  bin  at  ^ome  considerable  charge  about  it. 
And  are  willing  (if  i'jod  please)  to  kee[),  iV  maintaine,  it  amongst 
Us.  IhiU  there  is  some  tli^couragements,  upon  smulrey  accounts. 
W'e  lia\  e  had  ses  ei  all  tow  ne  meetings  to  consult  the  gocnl,  A:  wel- 
fare of  the  t(jwne  i\:  place  iV  how  things  mav  be  caried  on,  as  to 
di-fraing  publi(j  charges,  And  il  hath  bin,  voated  in  our  meetings 
(our  visible  estate  l)eing  small)  [o  lav  it  on  n'  lands,  \  '  so  an  equal- 
ity in  some  respect  niight  be  reached  unto.  This  is  by  \"'  most 
judged  to  be  the  present  best  vea  \  '  onelv  present  possiiile  wav  for 
us  to  proceed  in.  which  we  desiie  your  honoured  sehes  to  putt  v'' 
countenance  ol  authoritv  uj:)on.  .As  also  That  our  late  dredfuU 
sull'ering  mines,  and  imposerishments  mav  bv  Noui-  lujuourecl 
selves  be  so  fare  minded  vN:  consitlered,  that  we  may  k)r  the  present 
(till  we  a  little  rectn'er  ourselves)  be  releised  fiom  Countrey 
charges.  \\'c  would  be  rightly  understood,  as  to  owv  first  rcfpiest 
That  the  wa\'  by  lands  aceomodatic)ns  for  the  lev\  ing  towne  charges 
may  be  stated  butt  for  present  few  vears,  till  (lod  bv  his  provi- 
dence may  alter  our  capacitv  cS:  condition  :  Thus  cra\  ing  pdone  for 
this  our  boldnesse  That  successe  t\:  a  blessing;  maN'  .Attend  vou  in 
all  vour  allaires  ;  That  ( iod  will  accomplish  his  promises  t\:  built 
y'  wast  places,  sett  up  his  house  ordinances  whence  the)'  ha\c 
been  removed  delight  to  build,  i\:  plant  us  againe  cv:  not  to  jiull  us 
downe  iv:  pluck  us  up  I'hat  we  ma\  \ett  see  'J'his  our  Jerusalem  a 
({uielt  habitation  Tims  pia\eth  your  humble  .V  unworthy  petition- 
ers : 

Att  A  towne  meeting  at  (iiolon  J.VMi.s  rAUKi-R 

Mav  2(j"'  lo^c;  Ther  led  <\:  Noated  Select  man 

b)  the  iidiabitanls  :  And  clarUe  in  y'' 

name  of  y'  rest. 

I  Massachusetts  Archives, 
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III  answ'  to  tliis  Pet"  It  is.  ortlcied  l)y  this  Court  y'  for  3  :  ycarcs 
next  comeiiif^  in  all  Icvvcs  iiiacle  for  y'  benefit  of  y*"  s''  place  cS:  y' 
niaintenance  of  (jods  ordinances  there,  those  y'  have  lands  there  ik. 
arc  nut  re.^sid'  npon  y"  place  shall  pav  rales  U)V  y'  Lands  tlurr  as 
those  do  y'  are  ressid'  ant!  y'  the  lidiahitants  there  rcssid'  be  abated 
one  sini^le  rate  })'  ann.  to  y*^^  country  [or  ye  like  times  The  niag- 
is''  have  }XL-5t  this  their  bredircii  the  deputies  hereto  consenting 

Ei)\v"  Kawson  Secrc* 

29"'  May  ir.jc^. 

The  (kpiils  Consent  hereto  pi'o\i(l(;d  llial  the  cattle  upon  the 
place  be  l\  able  to  pa\'  lates  aUo  w'''  retl'er'i-nce  to  the  consent  of 
o'  lion"''  niaL;istrs  hereto 

W'li.i.iAM  ToKUiiv  Cleric. 
30"'  May  1679     ConscMited  to  by  tin;  niaL;i>.\' 

I  '^Dw  "  Kawson  Secret. 

[Massnchusellh  Arcliivcs,  lxix.  229.] 


7.  —  Vac.i:  2S. 

Josiali  Parlvcr  of  Croton  testif\es  thai  he  is  very  well  acfjuaintod 
\v"'  y''  Indian  now  in  piison  naineel  [acnb  Xonanlinooah  that  he 
Can  sa\-(;f  his  certain  knowlech^^e  v'  he  hath  seen  him  e\  ei  \'  month 
since  y'  last  Indian  warr  bci^an,  except  it  was  w  lien  he  y""  said 
Jacob  was  in  }•''  Countrey  ser\  ice  under  \"  Couianil  of  Capl''  Xoah 
Wiswall  in  y"  years  l>i;j;hty  nine  Xiiiet\-  :  allso  if  lie  be  recjnireil 
he  Can  produce  sevcrall  y'  Can  testif\-  \'  same  llee  further  saith 
that  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  knc)W  an  Indian  he  is  a  friend  to  the 
lCnL;lish  i\:  hath  manifested  the  same  both  in  word  an  Action  iS: 
whereas  severall  of  \ Iidiabilants  of  (iroton  hax  e-  been  out  in  \" 
woods  on  huntim^  the\'  ha\  e  taken  lliis  sai  !  jacob  \\ ';'  ihem  who  in 
y''  ni;_^ht  hatli  showne  his  ("are  moie  than  an\-ot"them  in  his  watch- 
fullness  ;  e\pies>in;4  himselfe  to  ihem  lhal  il  did  Concoaie  him  so 
to  do,  for  if  llu'V  were  Sm  prised  by  \"  enemv  Indians  hi,'  should  be 
worse  dealt  w".'  then  the  IIn«j;lish  ;  also  many  other  Instances  mi'^ht 
be  mentioned. 

losiAii  I*ai;ki'.r 

(iHOTON  Dectnhr.  S"'.  1^91 
The  testimonevs  of  Josiah   Parker  aL,^ed.  ;^<> :  years:   and  of 
Jf)seph  Parker  aLjed  .|0  years:  Thomas  'i'arball  a-^ed.  25  :  years  or 
thereabouts;  testify  conearnini,'  jacob  Indein  now  in  |)i  ison  ;  that 
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the  two  winters  last  past  y*  s'' Jacob  lias  bin  ^iiicraly  in  our  townc 
with  his  ianiL'lv  ICxcL'[)t  when  he  was  out  a  huutiui;  and  tliL-n  the 
s''  J(jbeph  Parker  or  s'  Tarball  were  out  with  him  or  som  other 
In^lcsh  men  who  have  <;ecvcn  sd  Jacob  a  <^oocl  coment  as  to  his 
care  and  wachtulnes  as  io  y"  enemy  boath  b\-  iiiL;lit  and  da\'  and 
l)y  the  bcbt  in(juiery  that  we  can  maUe  s'' Jacob  ha^  never  bin  out  a 
hunting  above  once  witlunit  hom  En'_,dish  ■  Comj)anev  with  him  iS: 
then  he  was  not  ^^on  al><)\e  a  tortnii^ht  aiul  that  was  about  two 
\  cai  s  sence  ;  the  which  it  c  alcd  too  am  icl!)'  tou  testify  upon  oath 
pr  me 

JosiAH  Pakkkr 

Groton  Dccmbr.  8"'.  iC,(ji 
Concarninp^  the  man  tliat  has  accused  the  Indeins  in  prison  he  is 
a  man  litell  to  be  credetetl  t"ur  on  the:  da\'  of  lhi-5  Instent  at 
Evening':  Lef  Howeres  and  :  I,  at  Mr.  Sumci.s'i-^  at  charlcbtowne 
discorsini^  him  namlv  Abraham  M illcr  al»out  \'  s'  huleans  :  and, 
ti'liuL^  him  tiiat  he  was  mi.stakcn  tor  liies  lutlrans  ware  not  at  Can- 
edy  at  that  time  when  he  chai-^^ed  ihem  ;  s'  Milk  r  bd  Zoundes  that 
it  e\  er  he  saw  them  Indens  a^ain  (Jiit  of  prison  he  would  kill  them  : 
antl  bein<^  a  litell  cautioned  to  be  bober  minded  he  brcjki-  out  with 
an  oath  that  if  he  ware  but  out  ol'  \e  ct)untrev  himselle  ;  he  wishe<l 
the  Indeans  would  kiujck  out  y''  braines  of  e\ery  por-^on  in  Xewe 
]'2n^land.  This  was  spocl;  before  Mr.  Sumers  hk-,  wife  and  se\- 
erall  (nithers  ;  y'  s''  [)or.son  beini^  asked  whether  lie  was  not  in  a 
pashion  some  time  after  he  Kepbctl  no  he  ware  of  y'  same  mind 
still  that  if  he  was  out  of  y"  ct)uutrey  he  did  not  care  if  all  the  Rest 
ware  knocked  their  braines  out  —  t(;  which  if  caletl  to  am  redv  too 
testify  upt)n  oath.     l*r  me 

l.^hl^^^^;Klui>ctl•^  Arc  hives,  x\\. 


8.  —  Pa  CI'.  29. 
Jer,  .Sweyne  writes  from     I>erwick  att  Salmon  k^ills  Octol/  iv 

that  it  is  supposed  v'  small  party  ot"  Indians  may  be  in  y*"  chcs- 
nut  cuntry  beyond  (iioaton." 

l^pon  infoiiiialion  thi'ie  is  but  little  work  for  a  C't^Tdssary  at 
(irotonthe  Ke[u  e^cntaliv  cs  do  a- rec-  <V  older  that  the  Coiaissary 
there;  be  discharged  from  said  Iniploynr: 
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Ordered  by  the  Representatives  Tliat  Capt""  Jaccob  Moore  w"* 
bis  CoinjKiny  at  (hidon  be  forth  \v"'  drawiic  (jIT  and  dibchar<^ed  dc- 
sircln<^  the  Hon"'  the  Gov''      Councill  CuiiMcut 

Novenib' ;  6:  i^^^Sf;:  EuKNiiziiu  Pkout  Clerk 

Consent'  tf)  by  the  Gov' 
iV  Councill 

Is*  Ai)i)iNG-ro\  Sec^^^ 

[Massacliiisetts  Arcliivcs,  xxxv.  56,  71,  73. J 

Six  sohhcrs  were  i)()>ted  in  tliis  town,  untler  TIk )ni:ih  Ilinehinan, 
Nov.  17,  1692.  Two  arlditltMial  men  were  alloweil,  August,  169^, 
when  there  were  ten  soldiers  in  town,  and  t'cjur  troopers  to  scout. 
There  were  eight  men  posted  here  ibr  Dellenec  of  y"  Fron- 
tiers," June  10,  l6(;S. 

[Mab^aclulsctts  Archives,  Lxx.  1S4,  2('»i,  3S0.] 


9.  —  Paci:  20. 
Tlie  following  reference  to  the  assault  on  the  town  in  1694 
is  louiul  in  the  rej'tort,  made  October  26,  bv  M.  Champigny 
to  tlic  .Minister  Punu  hailrain.  The  original  dncunient  is  in 
the  Archi\'es  of  the  Marine  antl  C(d(»iiies  at  J*aris  ;  and  I 
am  indebted  to  Mr.  Francis  Parkman,  the  tlistinguishcd  his- 
torian, lor  the  co[n'  ot  it. 

'i'liese  Indiana  did  not  stop  there;  four  |~)arties  of  them  have 
since  been  delaciieil,  who  have  been  within  half  a  da\'s  )ourney  of 
I^oston  [/.i'.,  at  (iroton],  where  the\-  ha\e  killrd  or  captuieil  more 
than  sixty  i)ersons,  ravaged  antl  pillageil  e\ery  thing  they  found', 
which  has  thrown  all  the  |:)eople  into  .such  eonslernation  that  they 
are  lea\  ing  the  o[)en  countr\  to  seek  lehige  in  the  towns. 

A  "J<elation"  of  an  expedition  b\'  X'illieii  also  mentions 
the  assaidt.  A  C(^p\'  of  the  jiaper  is  tomul  in  the  State  Ar- 
chives, in  the  \()binu'  marked,  "  nocunients  collected  in 
b'rance,"  251.  The  writer  gi\'es  the  dale  of  the  attack 
as  Jid\' 30,  w  hich  is  three  da\  s  later  than  is  usually  assigned. 
I  le  says  :  — 

On  the  j;o,  the  Indians  of  tin-  renobse(<t,  not  having  taken  as 
ma^iy  [)risoners  and  as  much  bo(>t\  as  those  ol  the  Kennebec, 
because  they  had  not  found  enough  to  employ  ihembelves  ;  at  the 
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s(jlicit;ition  of  Villicii  and  Taxoiis,  their  chief,  sonie  fifty  of  tliein 
(IclachL-d  tlicnisclvos  to  follow  this  last  person,  who  was  i)ic|uetl  at 
the  little  that  had  been  done.  They  were  j(jinetl  h\  some  of  the 
hiaserst  wairiors  of  the  Kennebec,  to  <(o  on  a  war  party  abo\'e 
Hobtc^n  to  bleak  heads  by  surjjribc  {casscr  Jcs  tctcs  a  la  surprise)^ 
alter  tlividin^  themselves  int(j  several  sc^nads  of  fonr  or  live  each, 
which  cannot  fail  of  produciiv^  a  good  ellect. 

Having  crossed  ^Terrimack,  on  the  27th  of  Jnly  [i<J94]  they  fell 
upon  Groton,  about  40  miles  tVom  Boston.  They  were  rej)ulsed  at 
Lakin's  gariison  house,  but  fell  upcjn  (jthcr  houses,  where  the  peo- 
ple were  olf  their  guard,  ami  killed  and  cariied  away  from  the 
vicinity  about  fortv  i:)ersons.  To\u-.'s  two  nephews  were  killed  by 
his  ^>ide,  and  \\(\  had  a  d(jzen  bullet»  through  his  bl.iuket.  according 
to  dial  le\ olx,  who  add.^,  tiiat  he  carried  the  fji  t  (u'  garrison  and 
then  Weill  to  make  spoil  at  the  gates  of  no.-iton  ;  in  bolli  \\  hich 
facts  the  I'^rench  account  is  erroneous. 

[1  liitchin.'jon'b  "  llibtory  of  Mubbachusctts,"  11.  S2  ] 

10.  —  Pagh  31 . 
The  DEPOSITION  of  Ioiin  Lonolev,  Yeoman. 

)ohii  Longlcv,  of  Groton,  oj  about  fifty-Jour  1  cars  of  Ai^^c^ 
testifies  and  saith^  TJiat  Jic  was  taken  Captive  i>y  t/ic  Jndiatis  at 
Groton,  ///  july  161^4,  and  lived  in  Captivity  n'it/t  theni  7)iorc 
than  four  Tears;  a)id  the  tu\)  last  7 ears  and  an  half  at  Pcnob- 
scott,  as  Servant  to  Mailokawando  <>/  .s(?/</  Penobscott  ;  anil  he 
was  alzuays  accounted  irs  Chief,  (jr  one  oj  the  chief  Sache/ns  or 
Captains  aniung  the  Indians  there:  And  /  have  often  seen  the 
lndia)is  sittinf^  in  Council^  where  he  always  sat  as  Chief';  and 
vnce  in  particular  I  observed  a  Present  was  niade  him  of  a  con- 
siderable Number  of'  Skins  of  considerable  \  alue^  as  a)i  Ac- 
knowledgment of  his  S/( periority. 

John  Lunoli;v. 

Miildlesex  ss.  Groton,  July  2\\\\.  i;^^. 

DiiACON'  fohn  Longley  abo\e  named  personallv  appiMring 
made,  Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  above  written  Testimony 

/ief'ore  n:e  Pi  njamin  Pur.seor,  fit  slice  of  Peace. 

\t\  Defence  of  the  Title  of  llic  hue  John  LL  Vciclt,  V.-(\.,  \'c.,  by  Samuel 
Waldo,  of  lioston,  1736,  page  27  ] 
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11.  —  Page  33. 

'J  I1C  Petition  of  Josiah  Parker  (>\  C:nnl)ri(li(C'  luimbly  slicwcth 
Tiiat  w  licrca-s  in  tht'  \c  ar  i''^';^  [  i  6<;.}  ?]  the  Indian  cncniv  made 
an  a^^aiill  upon  the  Tow  ii  ut  (iiuli^n  iiiwliiLli  amuii«(  (>lhers  James 
Taikei  |uii'  Hi  other  U)  \  (/  InimMc  was  l^illcd  witli  ills  Wife, 

.se\eral  ui  his  Cliildri  ii  aUo  wi  ic  then  cairyed  a\va\'  Captive,  (jne 
of  which  named  Phinehas  Parker  .somcthin'^  less  then  a  year  a^o 
was  (by  a  Master  of  a  X'cssell  bchjiij^ini^  to  Ipswich)  redeemed 
from  the  Indians  at  \'  ICastward  ;  w  hich  said  Master  has  heen  le- 
imhursed  hy  v(/  Pet".'  w  ''  is  t'>  the  \'ahie  of  ahout  six  ponnds  in 
]Mone)'. 

'I'he  earnest  recpiesl  of  no!"  humhK'  Pel".''  to  xn'  l^xcellency  A:  to 
this  Il(m'."  Court  i.s  tlial  \  i)U  wtndd  ph  ase  to  consider  him  cS:  that 
alKjwance  ma\'  he  made  him  out  ot"  t!ic  j)uhhc!v  Trea^nrN'  f(jr  what 
he  has  (h>-hurst.  .AUo  lie  (Ksires  hum!<l\-  that  ycui  Wiudd  please 
somelliiiiL;-  to  consider  the  said  Pinuehas  who  is  a  jjoor  Orphan 
now  ahout  twcKe  }eais  (dd  and  is  likewise  lame  of  one  oi  his 
Le<(L(s  occasioiu'd  \'  criielt\'  of  \ SaK  a^es  and  it  is  x  ery  (jnes- 
tionahle  whethei-  e\ er  he  will  he  cuicd.  has  little  or  nothin<4  left 
him  of  his  [Withers  estate  for  his  suppoit  If  therefore  what  has 
lu  i  e  hi  en  su t^^^'-'^ted  hy  \  (/  hund)le  Pet".'  mas'  he  accorilin^Iy  con- 
sidered c\:  granted,  it  will  greatly  (^hlige  him.  as  in  dut\-  lionnd, 

}  l\  er  U)  Pra\  \c 

JosiAii  Pai;ki:k 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  i.xx.  foi.J 

In  answer  to  thib  petition,  datc-d  Ma\-  31,  i6c;q,  it  was 
\'()tetl,  three  days  attcrward,  that  six  puunds  ul"  nioncv  be 
allowed  out  ot  the  public  treasurw 

12.  —  Pa(;i:  34. 

To  Th(>  Honored  X  great  Assembly  n(»w  settin',^  in  Poston  The 
humble  petition  and  Pequest  df  .Stephen  Ilolden  of  ( irolon 

1  loiiored  .S"  It  lia\  ing  pleaded  the  Almighty  Coil  to  order  it  that 
myscdfe  my  two  biggest  sons  tho  small  weie  taken  captives  by 
the  Indian  encm\rs  iVom  onr  towne  ol"  (Jroton  and  being  witii  tiic 
l^stcriu-  enemy  my  2  sons  about  one  N  ear  tt  n  moneth  wlieii 
tho  it  was  m\  portion  to  i>scape  with  m\  life  ihn)  (Joils  mercv'  be- 
yonnd  what  I  did  expect  oi'  look  for  i\:  I  think  fared  luttei-  than 
sonui  other  laiglish  }ctt  gicit  hardship  and  ili llii-ultyes  I  nntler- 


67 

went.  l)iit  hein'^  very  (lesiious  with  one  of  my  sons  that  was  there 
U)  L;iU  huiiH.'  If  it  ini^ht  he  foie  tlic  ICir^li^h  \c>^clls  came  I  was 
iiL'cessitalL-il  to  ^^iN'e  m\'  j)ri^misc  to  m\  Iiuliaii  Pihilcs  whom  1  .>at- 
i>^f\ecl  alt  Kicliinaiis  Uhmd  hy  En<^li6li  that  I  hori\Avecl  of  there 
thrc  pomul  S:  twelve  sITiUiii^s  If  I  mi;^ht  have  )'  l)oKlnesse  I 
wouKl  hiiml)lv  crave  That  It  miL^ht  he  pa\il  out  of  Puhhcj  stock 
I  shouKl  taUc  it  thaiikfuhv  alt  your  hands  Thus  with  inv  thauk- 
lulhiessc  to  (jotl  tliat  l;oth  mvseHe  it  hoth  my  chiUireii  he  hath 
<^raciousIv  returned  to  our  home  ai^aiue  commeiul  \<nu'  lu>noms 
and  r(jnci'rmcnts  into  hands  v.^  wishini^  y'  Prc-scnce  c\:  hcnidic- 
tion  of  .so\er;nne  God  I  take  Leave  c\:  subscrihc  m\ sche  ycnir 
humhlc  scr\-.int  i\:  supphant 

vSrEl'HKN  II(JLDi:X 

(jKOTON  M;iy  27"'  1699 

It  was  voted,  June  6,  1609,  by  the  Genei\il  Court,  that  the 
petiliouer  be  aUowed  the  sum  lie  asked  for. 

Am()UL(  tlie  names  of  the  captix'es  receix'ed  on  board  the 
"i*ro\'iiice  (j.dl\',"  [an.  17,  169S-9,  at  Casco  J)a\-,  were 
''John  llouldini;"  of  Grotteii  "  and  "d'amasin  l^ouee  of  (jrc^t- 
teii/'  It  is  reeoi'ded,  a  week  later,  that  "  Sle\'en  IK)uhlinL,'' 
of  Grotten  "  and Steven  Iloulding  Junr  of  ditto"  are  ''\et 
in  the  Indian  hands." 

[Ma>b:iclui>5Ctts  Arclii\-es,  Lxx.  39S,  399,  .}Ood 

13.  — 35. 

On  1/ V(/>'/r.w?'(;' V  ni'^ht  [( )clob(.'r  j^]  an  I^ivj^lish  man  was  kill'd 

in  llie  Woods  at  Grotoit  by  tiu'  Indians  which  wrre  altcr\\.n\Is 

cU-scrvcd  in  ihe  ni^ht  b\'  the   Li«j:ht  (A  tluii"  Fii(\s,  b\"  a  Pcison 
-  ■         .->        .  .-^  f  . 

TiM\ailin'4  froui  Gruloii  to  Lancaster ^  and  jucf^c*!  ihcy  mi;4hl  be 
about  d'hiity  in  number;  pm'suit  was  made  alter  ihem,  but  n(jne 
could  be  tound. 

[  "  Tlu-  IJo^ton  News- Letter,"  (October  30,  ijoj,  No.  :8.] 

—  ♦ — - 

d\)  his  I'xcellenev  Jo^c^ph  1  ~)ndl('\-  l  '.-,|  (  ';ipl  CJeneral  and  Go\  eriT 
in  ( 'licit' yn  an<l  o\ei  hei  MajestM  l*r>>\  iiu-e  of  the'  Massachusetts 
l?ay  iVc.  and  to  the  Ilo'''  the  C'omu  il  ami  lvei)resent.iti ves  of  s'' 
Province. 
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Wcc  the  iiiliabitants  of  the  Towne  of  Groton  cannot  hut  with  all 
thaukruliK'ss  ackiio\vlL'tl<^e  the  ^reat  Caic  that  liis  Ilx'cv  and  Gov- 
C'l  iun'  hath  taken  tor  ouv  Presc.  i \  ation  and  dclVn^c  in  tlicsc  times 
of  chnii^cr.  Notwilhstatuhnj^  all  which,  wee  have  hin  hv  our 
]Cneniy  extreaiiily  impovei  islied  not  hcinj^  cai)al)le  ol  making;  those 
improvements  wliich  are  necessary  for  our  suhsistance,  but  our 
Outlands  ujDon  which  wee  ha\e  a  C(>'nsi(lt.ral )le  dependaiice  l\e 
ne;4lcete(l  ;  and  nian\'  of  us  are  reiiiiced  to  the  Last  necessity  ;  Our 
Stocks  are  hke  to  Sullcr  much  in  the  Winter;  and  aie  in  <^reat 
fears  that  wee  liave  mett  w'!'  Consideiahle  losses  in  them  already 
from  llie  ICiicui\'  and  wc(.'  are  now  at  Lxtrcam  Char^^e  in  the  Set- 
tling of  our  Minister;  So  that  wee  are  greatly  reduced  and  impov- 
erished ; 

Wee  would  therefore  luunl)l\'  intreat  that  our  Lan<^uishinf(  Cir- 
cumstances u)ay  he  taken  into  Nour  Consideraticju  ;  and  that  our 
pioportion  of  the  i*ul)li(jue  tax  ma\'  this  \ear  he  remitted  to  us  ; 
and  wee  hope  that  not  only  <>nr  present  alHicted  Slate  hut  our 
fuluie  dutyfull  depoitment  will  he  Such  as  may  testitle  for  us,  and 
atlord  yo'  hon"  Satisfaction  in  so  notable  an  instance  of  Charity, 
and  Compassion 

Jonas  Pkicscott 
[oNAriiAN  Lawui:nck 
In'.'  l\\i{Ni:swoKrii 

Sam'  1*ai;ki-.r    )  , 

/  Select 
AAl  II.  \\  oons  V 

ICoirr.   UDHHiNs  ) 
In  behalf  of  the  Towne  of  Groton  ; 
[Massachusetts  Aichivcs,  cxili. 

his  exalancv  [oseph  Dutly  escjuir  captain  i^^enarall  eomander 
in  in  and  oner  hur  maiestii-s  prouines  of  the  masiacheusits  bay  in 
new  Iiij^land  and  to  the  honorable  e(Mnisil  anil  raprasantitiles  in 
tjcnarall  ef)urt  asand>le(l  at  boston  this  instant  Oesember  I7'^|- 

'Idle  huinl>le  |)atition  of  tlic  Inhabitants  of  town  ot  j^'rotou  in 
tlie  count)'  of  mieilsax  in  the  prouians  af  )r(.  sd  humbley  shcweth 

I  That  wharas  by  the  all  desposin;^  hand  of  (Jod  w  ho  oidei  s  all 
thin;_;s  iu  inlinit  wi•^d()m  it  is  owv  j)i)iti(iu  to  \\\\c  In  such  a  pait  of 
the  land  whieh  by  resou  of  the  enem\-  Is  lucom  uarv  dan;^ras  as 
b\-  wofull  exsperiants  we  ha\e  filt  both  l"<>rniail\  and  of  late  to  our 
j^rat  I'amid;^  discoi  id^mant  and  spashalv  tins  last  yere  hauiiu^ 
lost  so  many  [)arsons  soni  killed  soin  captiiiateii  aiul  som  ramoucd 
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and  allso  much  corn  &  cattcll  and  horses  t't  hay  wliarby  wee  ar 
^rally  I m j)(nic'rrished  and  hroii<^ht  uai"\'  low  iV  in  a  uary  pore  ca- 
pasil)  to  siihisi^t  any  longer  As  the  baiciii  ht  ruf  can  iiitoini  ytjur 
lionors 

2  And  more  then  all  this  onr  paster  mr  hohard  is  X:  hath  l)cen 
lor  aboiic  a  )cre  uncap. dile  of  dL-.ssj)ansin^  the  oidinances  of  (Jod 
auK^ngst  vs  we  hau(,'  ailuised  with  the  Kauraiit  I'^lders  of  our 
nayborinj^  chinches  and  tlia\'  aduise  to  h\  arc  another  niinistL-r  and 
to  s.ipoii  mr  hohaid  and  to  make  our  adias  to  xonr  honouis  we 
hane  hut  lilel  iait  to  pay  our  dcus  w  ith  Ix-in^  pore  and  few  In 
nunil)r  atliar  to  town  ov  cuntrc\  tS:  we  hc-in^  a  liantcre  t(jwn  iS: 
lyahle  to  dan<^or  there  being  no  saftv  in  goin<^  out  n(;r  cominj^  in 
but  for  a  long  time  we  haue  got  our  brad  with  the  paid  of  our 
lines  t\:  allso  broght  nerv  h^w  1)\-  so  grat  a  charg  of  lulding  gar- 
is(;ns  t\:  fortef\  cations  1)\'  oi'iliir  of  athorety  A:  thar  is  saui  al  of  our 
InliahitaiUs  ramoncd  out  ol"  lo\yn  ».\:  others  ar  prouiding  to  rcmouc. 
axcaj)t  son)thing  be  don  for  our  Incoridgmenl  for  wc  aie  so  few 
Si  so  por  that  we  caiujt  pay  two  ministers  nathar  ar  we  wiling  to 
line  without  an\-  wc  spand  so  much  time  in  \yaching  and  ward- 
ing thai  we  can  doe  but  litel  els  iS:  ti  uly  we  haue  lined  alhnost  i 
yers  more  like  soulders  then  other  wise  iv:  acca[)t  soui^  honais  can 
hud  out  som  hater  way  for  our  saft\'  and  support  we  cannot  uphoKl 
as  a  town  ather  hy  remitting  our  tax  or  tow  alo\y  pay  for  huildmg 
the  sauarall  forts  alowed  and  ordred  b\'  athorit\-  ov  alls  to  alow  the 
one  half  of  our  o\yn  Inhabitants  to  be  under  pay  or  to  giant  lil)- 
erty  fcjr  our  reuuife  Into  oiu-  naiburing  to\yns  to  tak  cor  U)V  oursalfs 
all  \yhich  if  your  honors  shall  so  meet  to  grant  }ou  w  ill  hereby 
gratly  incoritlg  yom*  humble  pateceners  to  conllect  with  the  many 
trnblcs  we  ar  ensadent  unto 

wharfore  Nour  luunhle  pationars  humbl\-  pra\s  ^•our  axcahmcv 
tK:  this  honaretl  court  to  tak  this  mater  into  \our  seal  i  s  ct>iisedra- 
tion  and  giant  releef  acorilingiy  and  xour  pationai>  shall  as  in  duty 
bound  loreur  pray 

by  order  of  the  town  ol"  groton 

Jonas  riuiscorr 
Jami.s  Xi;tiing 
losi.i'H  Laki:n' 

\       SaMCI  I.  rAlCKl-U 

Jan7  2*^  1701  Kead. 

In  the  IIousi-  of  Kcprescntatiyes. 

Jan'^  3  :  170} 

In  Answer  to  the  Petition  on  the  other  side 
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Resolved  That  there  be  alhjwcd,  and  Paid  out  of  the  piil)lick 
Treasury,  the  sum  of  Tsventv  1*olmu1s,  to  the  r(j\s  n  of  Grotton  to 
l\!nc()uraL;c  ».\:  Assist  theiii  in  Pi  ocuriu'^  another  M  i ni^ter,  to  help 
them  under  the  i)resent  Ui!5al)ilily  of  their  Pa^toni-  AP.  Iluhhard, 
iS:  Ten  Pounds  more  be  allowed  A:  Paid  out  ot"  the  publiek  Tieas- 
ur\-,  to  Jonatlian  'l'ynt(  ICsrp  t.^  M'.  Nathan'  Hill,  to  be  by  them  pro- 
j)(ntionably  distributetl  to  such  (;f  the  s'l  J'own,  as  in  the  [udi^ment 
ha\e  been  {greatest  sulVerers,  in  the  lale  oulra;^es  made  upon  them 
by  the  I'^iemy     Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Jam:  Con\i:hsi:  Speaker 

In  Council. 

Read  and  concurr'd. 

Js'.  rox  Secry 

4".' January.  1704. 

[Massaclujbclt-s  Archives,  lxxi.  107,  icxSd 


i5._Pa(.k  38. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Hudlev  P>c]'  Cap'  (jcneral  and  CJov- 
erno'.  in  Chie(  in  i^:  o\er  lu  i'  Maj"."  Pro\  inees  of  the  Massaehusetls- 
l)a\-  X:"  in  New  I~n;^land  To  the  Hon'',''  her  Maj''''*  Council  ins"* 
Pro\  iueeand  T(j  the  Hon''!'  the  I  Icnisi"  of  Keprcsentatives  now  con- 
vened in  (jcneral  A.-^sembU-  within  «\.  for  saiil  Pro\ince 

(Xtob,^  25';'  I  704 

The  Humble  Petition  of  John  Shepley  of  Groton  Shcweth 
That  when  ^bijor  Tax  lor  was  at  (iroton,  having  drawn  olf  most 
of  his  men  from  the  place  an^l  marched  [0  Col.  T\ n<^s  )(/  Peti- 
tiotu;r  and  rhiitecn  men  more  beini^  some  reapin;^  and  \'  rest 
W^irdin;^  in  a  Hield  at  (iroton  afores'.'  the  Indians  to  the  innidier  of 
about  tw(Mit\'  came  upou  them  wluai  nu"  Petitioner  and  the  rest 
belook  thcm.seKes  to  their  Aims,  and  three  others  beiir^  aloui^ 
with  Pel  itionei',  the  Indian  ran  lound  the  ilk  Id  met  them  vS: 
the  s'.'  Indians  made  se\eral  shott  at  the  I^u^liMh,  but  amoni^st  the 
lest  one  lust\'  stout  Indian  with  a  hollanil  shirt  on  lan  about  S  or 
10  Kodd  side  by  side  with  xo'.  Petitioner  the  other  \  men  in 
his  Compan\-,  abcnit  10  Rodil  to  the  riLjht  hand  of  them  when  he 
fired  ui)on  us,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  liied  no'  Petitioner  fired  beinn^ 
loaded  with  a  slu'^;^  i\:  another  of  the  C'«»mpanv  at  the  s.nne  time 
lired  a  Pullet  at  him  wheriupiHi  the  s'  Indian  tell  down  and  cixd 
out;  ^ho^e'  now  ol  our  fust  Compaiu  kiUM  01  eaiiwd  away, 
Aflerwaids  ye  s''  Iiulian  was  U)und  dead  A:  a  slui^i;  iV  Pullet  in  his 
IJotly  his  Scalp  being  sent  up  to  his  Exeelleiiey  by  Major  Taylor. 
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Vo'  Petitioner  tlicrcfoie  luiinl)lv  prass  yo'  Excellency  iK:  lion"  to 
take  the  premises  into  yo[  Consiclei^atioiis  aiul  he  nia\-  he  al- 
h)\vei.l  hiich  Kiic()ura;4ein.'  tor  his  service  hciein  as  the  Law 
allows  or  as  to  yo'  Excellency  «S:  llontj'.'  in  yo'  Wiseloms  bhall 
seem  meet. 

and  yu'  Petitioner  shall  i)ray  Sc" 

joiix  SiiiirLMV. 

Oetob'  26"'  170}. 
Jn  Council, 
Head  and  sent  down. 

On  the  hack  of  the  j-iclilion  is  wriUcn  :  — 

In  the  House  ot'  Kepresentatives 
Octo[  27  :  I  70.)  Head  and 

l\es(;lved  Th.tl  the  sum  of  fuur  Pomuls  he  aihjwed  and  Paid  out 
of  the  ijuhlick  Treasury  U)  tiie  Petiticn'.'  and  the  like  Sum  of  four 
PuuncN  to  J^amuel  Hultei  field,  w  ho  tiiis  Ihjusc  is  lutoi  in'.'  ilid 
as^i^t  in  the  killiu<^  ot'  the  Indian  menli(jned  in  the  Pi/titiiHi,  and 
that  no  other  or  fmther  sum  he  allowed  tor  the  killinj^'  of  the  s:' 
Indian 

Jam.'  Con\'i:ksi-:  Speaker 

Sent  up  for  CV)ncurrcnce 

in  Council. 
Die  pdict. 

Keatl  and  CoiuuriM 

I>'  Addixgton  Secrv. 
[ICndorsed]  John  She})ley's  Petition  Octo'  170}. 

[Masisachubclts  Archi\os,  x.w.  ^fjG,  yj'J.] 


"Ill  a  List  of  r'rontier  (larrisons  Rcxii'wi'd  bv  Order  of 
Ills  lOxcelK-ncN'  the  ( joxernour.  In  \o\einl)'  1711,"  the  fol- 
low iiiL^  stati.slics  are  !'i\  en  of  (iroton  :  — 

No  Ciaiisons 

1  SerjJ  (iillson 

2  Dracou  Whittney 
^  Lieu'  Lawiance 
.)  Cap'  Pri'sci'tt 
5  Samuel  Parker 


l';iinil\s      Inh:u)it'      Soiihliers  Souls 


■1            8  - 

I  I   

4              S  I  .}r 

8  o  j; 


] 
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No 

Garisons 

Familjs 

InlKihil* 

Souldiers 

Souls 

6 

M'  liradstrect 

I 

I 

3 

10 

>-> 

/ 

lliibhards 

I  2 

0 

32 

S 

Lakiiis 

7' 

9 

I 

3" 

9 

ions'-'  Shipple 

6 

/ 

30 

lO 

ShacKlock 

5 

6 

2 

26 

1 1 

Corp"  Taiboll 

4 

6 

2 

-3 

I  2 

IIolclinf,rs 

3 

2 

1 2 

13 

ICnsf  Farnswoith 

3 

4 

I 

18 

I  1 

l-'ilbiick 

/ 

s 

Stones 

2 

3 

0 

1  2 

16 

Chamberlain 

I 

4 

17 

Cap'  Mill 

I 

I 

I 

6 

18 

Farnswcjrlh 

2 

2 

I 

S 

5S 

93 

n 

37^ 
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17.  — Page  39. 

The  following  Groton  men  are  borne  on  the  rolls  of  Lieutenant 
l'\iirbanks's  eoni})any,  June  18,  1734:  — 


IMiinias  I'arl^cr,  Scrj' 

Nov. 

"5 

to  Jan.  I  2 

•1 

1 3 

4 

Jon"  Shipley,  vSent" 

10 

4 

I  [ 

5 

jor  Blood 

n 

i> 

June  13 

15 

10 

Ja?  Shaduck 

11 

?^  ^1 

15 

10 

vSaniuel  Serepter 

n 

n  11 

15 

10 

W'"'  Law  ranee 

M  11 

15 

10 

Josiah  IkuuIcii 

Jan. 

13 

10 

iS 

6 

Jacob  Ames 

-5 

'  >  11 

14 

s 

6 

Isaac  \V(jods 

I  1 

8 

6 

Jabon  W  illiams 

I-} 

8 

6 

Nath'  Lawrance 

1} 

8 

r, 

Jon"  Shepley,  Scrj' 

Jan. 

13 

i| 

1 1 

Tho*  Chamberlin 

Nov. 

-9 

'1 

10 

Mich'  Cillson 

p  1  i  1 

2S 

3 

7 

I 

[Massachusetts  Archives,  xci.  i-}.J 
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iS.  —  rA(;K  .|0. 

A  List  of  the  Xames  of  the  men  that  Scouted  In  the  woods  In 
Jul\  hi.^l.  iukIlt  the  CoiTiand  of  Cap'  Tho'  TailiL-ll  of  (jroton 
the  Xunil)cr  of  Days  the  ware  In  s'  Service 

\Vc  Set  out  )■;  7  Day  *S:  :  Keturnetl  y'.'  13"/  Except  Jacob  Anies 

who  was  I'aken  sick      1  Returned  back  yf  2;*  Day 
Groton  Oct'  2  I I  "j^S 

attest  Tiio;  Lawhkn'CK  Clcr. 


Liu  Eleazer  Green 
Ensii^hn  Steplien  IIoKlen 
vSar^a'  John  l';i;4e 
vSerg  Simon  Pearce 
Samuel  Shattuck  Jun^ 
James  Shallucl; 
IClea/er  'i\irlu'll 
Jonathan  1  lohion 
Khas  J^Uett 
Same'.'  Kemp  yun"; 
J(jna'.  .SliatUicl;  fun" 
John  Gilson  ]u\V 
Joseph  Patterson 
I'imothy  Mores 
Neh'?  Jewett 
Edm'.'  Bancroft 


Isaac  IIoMcii 
riloll  jciah^  Powers 
J.-hn  Shaltuck 
iMoses  \\'(jods 
Tho:  Lakin 
jolni  Kcemp 
Jona:'  SarteU 
Moses  Blood 
I  K'nrev  Farw  i  ll 
Xalh'.'  Smith 
|oiKi'.  Lawrence 
IK.iiry  J  efts 
.Varon  Wcjotls 
Jacob  Ames 
IMea/er  (ireen  Jnn': 
(ohn  Paikcr  [iiii'' 


also  by  the  authority  a  forsd  on  the  :S  of  Julv  I  mai-eluul  in  to  The 
wilderness  in  ([uest  o{  the  hhiem\'  with  'J'lie  iniMi  whose  Xames 
are  hear  after  written  and  Returned  the  i<)  I)a\  :  autl  we  found 
our  Selves  both  prevision  and  amanision  both  'i'imes. 


John  Bulkely 
J.imes  Preseott 
John  ( J  ilson 
Dudle\'  Ibadstreet 
Jeremiah  Shattuck 
William  Nutting 
Tho"  Lawrance 
Isaac  (ireen 
Jos.  Sheeple 
Tho"  Woods 


Jonas  Parker 

Ivubi'U  Woods 

b  Jiiallian  1  -awrauce 
jeremiah  1  lobai  t 
Isaac  I  .ak  in   I  un' 

Joseph  Bennett 

Joseph  Chandler 
Isaac  Patch  jun' 
b»hn  Nuttin-  Inn' 

Jonathan  Pres».ol 

10 


Joseph  Parker 
Nallianiel  Parker 
W'l  Pennett 
Natliaiiiel  vShattiick 
E/ekiel  Nutting 
Joseph  Gilsoii 
Isaac  Gilson 
James  Pisk 
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Daniel  Pollard 
Ebenczcr  Lakin 
Peter  Parker 
vSani"  Bowers 
Tiio'  Chaniheriiii 
Ebeiiezer  Phuxl 
Nathaniel  I  )a\  is  Jun' 
Jusiah  Sai  tell  clerk 

Tho  Tarhell  Cap' 


[Mabsacluisctts  Archives,  xcii.  156.] 


i\iisci^:llaneous. 


To  tJic  RiL^Jit  Honorable  tJic  Gov  r.  and  Couficil  sit{i?ig 
in  I)  OS  ton. 

The  Petition  of  Daniell  Addams,  Ilunihly  slicweth,  that  your 
Petitioner's  went  out  as  a  voluntear,  upon  the  Scout,  from  Concord 
in  company  with  some  of  Concord  and  some  of  Lancaster:  and 
they  comiuL^  to  Grauton  your  petitioners  there  killed  an  Indian,  and 
hath  received  no  wac^es  from  the  Country  for  any  service  that  he 
hath  done  :  notwithstandin!^  he  hath  heen  out  upon  the  same  aec't 
se\  crall  times  hotii  the  Last  sumer  and  the  Last  w  inter,  and  is  now 
<^oin!^  (Hit  aL,Mine  under  th(.'  Command  of  Leil't.  Curtis. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humhlv  recjuests  the  favor  of  your 
Honors  io  consider  the  premises  and  to  ij^rant  him  an  order  to  the 
'I'reasurer  for  his  satisfaction  accorilin^  as  the  Law  allows  in  tiiat 
case — so  shall  he  he  ever  enj^ai^ed  to  pra\',  Aic. 

Daxii:ll  Addams. 

'Idle  above  petition  is  marked  on  the  back  "21  April, 
1676." 

Alse  Woods  a[;ed  forlv\ears  testiheth  autl  saith  that  at  (Jrooton 
upon  the  day  that  the  most  of  the  town  was  burnt  hy  Indians:  she 
heard  severall  say,  that  Daniell  Adams  had  killed  an  Imlian  :  and 
she  went  pi'csenlly  into  Mr.  W'illards  (Jarrit  and  saw  two  Lulians 
stand  over  a  dead  Indian,  about  halfe  an  houi",  and  then  the\'  car- 
ried him  away,  and  further  saith  not. 

Tlu'  mark  O  of  Ai.si;  Woods. 

Att  Groton  the  14th  of  m;irch  1676. 
There  was  D.miell  Adams,  wiioe  w:is  vary  helpefull  t'^  the  townc 
of  (iroton  witli  som  others  Lankstar  and  the  said  Paiiirll  adams 
ilid  kill  one  Indan  att  Mi.  WiUards  <^ar:ison. 

Witness  buiN  Cadvf,  and 

S  .\  \|  \  ■  I  .  I    W'l  iQDS. 

we  whoc  see  him  fall  to  the  i^round  and  not  ri^e  .ii;aine. 
As  witness  Nickcolass  C-\dvi:. 


76 


vSamucll  Woodes  of  Grotten  af^ed  about  forty  years  of  age  witnis 
that  lie  saw  tooe  iiidens  standing;  upon  Captine  parker's  ilaud  at 
grotten  and  danill  adams  sliot  at  thain,  and  one  (jf  thcni  tallc  duune 
and  the  other  ran  away. 

17  day  of  2,  month  1676,  the  mark  n  of  vSamukl  Woodls. 

Groton  Herald,"  April  24,  1830.) 


GucnoN  Octob''  15"'  1694 

To  the  Honored  Gcncrall  C'nirt : 

The  luinible  petition  and  earnest  request  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Groton  lunnbly  sheweth  ;  That  wliercas  we  tlie  present  survivers 
of  thisTowne  do  understand  that  ourselves  either  without  invoice, 
or  accordiuL,'"  to  some  former  or  accorilini;  to  \-our  honours  pleas- 
ures are  willed  cSc  domed  lor  a  late  oi"  Levy,  a  eonsiderable  some 
of  moneys  amounting  to  50"";  we  theretore  bein;^  feelingly  appre- 
hensive of  our  utler  incapacit}',  in  present  circumstances  without 
apjKirent  u'long  to  us;  to  pav  said  sum  humbl\-  make  bold  under 
(jod  to  addresse  this  honored  great  generall  Ccnut.  with  both  our 
humble  petition  and  a  discovery  of  our  condition  :  our  petion  is 
that  we  may  If  it  l)e  your  honourable  pleasure  to  remitt  us  our  as- 
sessment and  not  putt  us  u\)~>  further  ine\  itable  streights  cS:  Miserves, 
This  we  humbly  petion,  and  that  we  may  not  be  thought  unjustly 
to  withdraw  y''  shoulder  from  i)uling  onv  strength  A:  hvlp  to  Sup- 
})ort  and  cary  on  the  government  ol"  theirs  our  Majestxes,  in  this 
})art  of  their  dominion,  and  be  unwilliuL,^  to  beai-  our  j)art  with  the 
rest  of  their  ]Majestyes  Subjects  on  this  New  I-2nglanil  shoar  as  we 
have  eonstantly  «S:  proportionablv  heitherto  done  and  as  arguments 
and  Reason  to  prevail  in  this  ease.  we  make  bold  to  spreatl  our 
conditio  before  your  honored  selves  :  not  to  run  back  verv  fur 

I  It  pleased  God  the  disposer  of  all  men  <\:  humane  allairs  to 
place  us  upon  }'  outward  bordei's  of  y'  inhabited  land  on  this  side 
y'  counti'v-  which  bv  some  is  alledged  as  an  argument  against  us, 
yett  lett  Reason  butt  speak  i\:  the  union  ami  comnnmion  not  onclv 
of  naturall,  but  Christian  Societves  have  its  argument  and  it  will 
tell  us  of  bearing  one  another's  burtlens,  and  ol"  that  Smpathetick 
proj)eity  that  is  a  natuiall  bodv  A:  rationallv  ought  to  l)e  both  in 
ey\ ill  politick  also  :  and  thert  f)r(>  whatevi  r  our  alledged  pi  ivi- 
ledges  are,  or  have  bin,  we  ou-^ht  not  to  be  (irudged  thein,  for 
iutleetl  oiu'  out  edge  iV  l)istant  Rising  hath  bin  in  these  times  of 
late  awluU  dealing  our  hurt      damage  both  as  to  psons  A:  estates 
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beyound  parrelell  with  any  inwanl  Townes,  as  plalne  Sc  undcnial)le 
J<.C'ason  iS:  ari^iiinent  is  ready  to  be  <^iven. 

2  The  pi(n  itlciice  of  y''  wise  God,  chd  order  it  That  very  <^riev- 
ous  trcnible.^oine  and  nKH'tall  sicknesse,  was  amouiiLj^t  us  the  hist 
year  by  wh  we  were  n(jt  (jnely  leasoncd  consitleroijly  in  our  nuni- 
Ijei.s,  l)Ut  deminished  in  our  estates  It  bein<^  so  <^enerall  That  (Mie 
eouhl  not  help  y*-'  otlier  by  w'h  threat  charge  oC  Duct's  came  upo 
us,  l(;she  of)''  Seasonable  Lab'jur  (jf  our  inhabitants,  lo  the  indani- 
agin<^  the  estates  of  y"^^  most,  unrecovered  by  many  to  this  day. 

3  we  mi'^ht  add  our  constant  (in  these  late  times)  standin^^  upon 
our  <^uard,  and  consideral 'le  char<^e,  of  buildin;_^  i\:  repairin;_^  forts, 
for  our  owne  and  the  C()untr\es  safty,  i\:  seeui  iiii^  their  majestves 
subjects,  b(jth  here,  and  in  the  inmost  places. 

I  This  years  soar  and  aw  lull  troubles  1)\-  \''  late  deaths  captivi- 
t\'es  and  con-icquent  mesL-ryes,  w  herehy  we  lost  se\erall  able  \'alu- 
Ibe  psons,  \yh(jse  estates  are  either,  much  lessened,  or  remo\ed 
by  others,  out  c;ur  reach:  beside  by  ineyitahlc  lo^-e  of  c(jrne.  It  is 
Judi^ed  by  many  of  oui-  To\yne  that  a  third  jjait  at  lest  of  ouv 
Indian  coiaie,  is  whoK'  lost;  and  now  of  lati-  j).^ons  ha\e  bin  hm- 
died  much  in  their  corne,  iV  ha\'  har\'est,  beside  the  hand  c;f  (;od 
u])on  our  hu.^ljandry,  as  to  r\e  much  blasted,  not  halfe  a  usuall 
crop  and  by  early  frost,  Indian  coi'iic  much  hurl,  »\:  damnilVed,  that 
seyerall  familycs  will  be  at  a  losse  for  coiiie.  not  hayin<^  for  h;dte 
y^'  year  through  :  Thus  Leayi!iL(  our  petion  i\:  condition  to  \-our 
honours  serious  consideiation  liopini^  nou  ma\'  see,  reason  t(j  in- 
dul<(e  us  in  that  matter  pra\  int;  to  (b)d  who  setts  amouuL^  y''  ;^od 
in  dliect,  <\:  j^reside,  and  hlesse,  \()Ui"  psons  iV  consultations  to  con- 
clude iV  determine  \yhat  ma\-  \ni  i\)V  \''  piesenl  hiture  weal  A: 
j)r(;sperity,  of  these  plantation,  we  rest  i\:  remaine  Nanu  s  in  all  duly 
tV  siT\  ice. 

James  Pari<cr  Sen':    William  Laken    Sen".  Select  men   in  the 
n;une  of  y''  Select  men  by  y'  Noatcif  y'  Towne  of  (iroton. 
[M:i>-iacluisclls  Aicliivc^,  cxiii.  89.] 

Ujjon  readiiv_^  this  Petition  of  tlu^  Inhabitants  of  (iroton  Sittin;^ 
foith  their  L^reat  distress  and  impo\eiishm'  by  reason  of  the  deso- 
latious  made  upon  them  \)y  the  hhiemy  l*ra\  in;_,^  to  be  leased  and 
ahateil  of  their  proportion  io  the  last  puMick  Tax  or  Assessm' 
am(nmtin<^  to  tlu;  sum  of  I'^ifty  pounds. 

\'oled, 

'I'hat  the  said  Town  be  abated  one  halfe  of  the  aforcs'  Suiii  of 
Filty  pounds,  anil  that  M    Treasurer  Do  vSuspcnd  the  cailinj^  for 
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the  other  halfe  until  the  Fifteenth  day  of  December  next.  The 
Assessor'  fcjithwith  U)  proportion  the  same  upon  their  Iiihahitants 
and  to  conunit  the  Lihl  thereof  unto  their  Con-^lables.,  that  so  they 
may  he  collectin;^. 

Octob''  2^'  :  Past  in  tlie  allirmatl\e  by  the  Ionise  of  Repre- 

sentatives and  sent  up  to  his  and  C\juncil  lor  Consent 

Nr;in;.MiAii  Jkwj-.t  speaker 

Vot'!  a  conciu'rence  in  Council,  che  })dict. 

Is'  Addixgton  Secry. 

[I'ndorsed] 

\'ote  for  abatement  to  (Jroton.  Oct'  i6()j. 
[Masbucluisctts  Archives,  exui.  97. J 


Governor  William  Slou^liton  w  rites  from  Boston,  Scptt-m- 
bcr  5,  iO;5,  to  Captain  James  Con\ajrsc,  that 

I  order  That  at  \'our  next  pa>sin<j^  over  Menimack  willi  \(nu* 
CompauN'  tow  ards  Dunstable  \:c  That  \  on  ad\  i'ie  with  Maj'.  I  lench- 
man  and  M'  b'u"  Tin;^  conceniin;^  the  j")Oj5tinLC  N'o'  men  in  the  sev- 
cial  I'lDutiers  ot"  Dunstable,  Hih  iea  Chelmsford  (Moton,  Lancaster 
and  Marlhoro  lor  the  better  inforc'ein'  <W"  llie  (jarrisoiis  there 
maintaiiiin<^  a  i^ood  brisk  Scout  loi-  the  dise(Aer\'  of  thi'  laiemv  to 
])ie\ent  their  anno\  in;_;;  of  those  Towns  durin;_;  the  Harvest  Sea- 
son." 

In  accordance  with  this  order,  eii^lit  men  were  jiosted  at 
Groton.  Soon  allerward,  nine  were  posted  here,  ol  which 
8e\'en  were  inhabitants  ol  the  town. 

Captain  James  Converse  writes  from 

"  WooUOLKNE  (7':""  V':  7"'  lG</)) 

"  Mav  it  pk>as  Nour  1  Ion'! 

"  Tile  sill  iseriber  r(xai\ ini:^  a  letter  fiom  \our  lion'  of  n llist 
Courant,  and  theaein,  a  Coiiiaiul  to  wait  up'Mi  your  lion'  \':ne\t 
(lav  in  ord'  tt;  reet'ive  some  fmthei-  1  nstrnctittns,  lefen  ini;  to  a 
b  an  iic\'  to  ( i  I oaton,  to  speak  w  itii  )iiu'  X'olunteers  ..\:c  :  I  was  also 
oiik  ii  d  to  lake  Cap'  l^ow  eis  b'  C"r(»>b\-  witli  me  to  (iroaton,  but 
1  heaiin;_;  theii'  scouts  had  (kiseovered  suiuh\'  tracks  ot  the  I'.nemv, 
I  supo^(•d  those  men  mii^ht  be  in  v  W'.xnU  with  their  scouts,  and 
so  it  [)rovcd,  for  this  le^on  I  t«'ok  with  me  C.ip"  Tho*  Bancroft  of 
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Redding,  and  only  one  soldier  with  vs,  we  came  to  Groaton  on 
fiyilay  niornin<^  (the  time  y'  I  was  onh  red  U)  be  there)  where  I 
mctt  with  M'  Daniel  Fitch  tS:  his  second  and  y'  rest  <)(  their  \'ol- 
untL'crs  all  Init  two  or  3  Indians,  y'  left  them  (by  force)  in  v*"  morn- 
inL(,  j)rcten{lin<4  to  rcturne  hom."  .... 

[M;i>>:ichuscttb  Archives,  i.i.  .)4,  6S.] 


To  the  Honored  Luten".'  (jovern'  the  Honored  Councill  and  Re- 
prcsi.ntili\  L'S  In  the  Conrt  Ahsemblcd  :  The  humble  petition  of  the 
towne  of  Groton  by  orderly-  warnin<(  mett  upon  octob'  the  4"'  1697 
then  voatin^^  (alter  Serious  discomse  upon  the  present  limes  A: 
aw  full  circum.slances  of  them  and  (jur  j_pticular  immerL(ene\  s )  our 
dislike  ot  the  i:)iesent  hc\p  'j^VAwicd  to  us  as  we  are  L^rieved  att  \'' 
manai^emenl  i\:  oversi*^ht  of  it  :  A:  voatin;^^  that  cdpV  James  Parker 
and  l:^nsi<^ne John  Farnsworth  should  be  our  A<^ents  to  present  and 
promote  this  petition  of  ours  by  such  discourse  as  miL;hl  be  need- 
i'uil  in  our  behalfe  att  the  Court.  Honored  Sirs:  W'e  being  in 
some  measure  necessitated  (by  the  constancy  and  Long  continuance 
of  the  righteous  hand  of  Almighty  God  upon  us)  to  kncnv  more 
experimentally  the  troubles  concomitant  and  conseciuent  of  bloody 
cVi  cruell  warr,  Then  by  vSympathy  it  can  be  possibly  knowne  by 
others;  And  that  by  Reason  our  stages  tS:  dwellings  happene  to  be 
upon  y*-'  very  dint,  brinck  cV  in  y''  mouth  of  more  unavoidable  dilli- 
cultycs,  fears  dangers  »S:  death  by  the  cruell  sword  of  the  wilder- 
ness(,',  then  many  others  are  or  can  be,  Tlierefore  as  we  apprehend 
the  case  to  stand  with  us,  being  diminished  in  our  numbers,  and 
greatly  impoverished  in  our  out  wards,  desirous  as  w  e  hope  in  meas- 
ure we  have  done  to  be  conslanlK'  putting  up  our  [)elilions  to  the  Lord 
of  hosts  and  (iod  of  armyes  to  atVoid  us  conduct  Asskstance  everv 
way  so  we  would  not  wanting  to  cry  to  A:  humblv  call  upon  (un- 
closes &  Aaron  to  give  u^  adx  ise  ivi  to  exlt  iul  their  lu'lping  hand 
who  if  any  are,  we  are  in  the  wildeiiies^e  wluie  \'  i^Seorpions  and 
subtle  Finnv  Serpents  mortall\-  wounding  and  killing  of  us  as  \-our 
Honor*^  Selves  hear  by  lvum(;ur  upon  Uumoiu,  but  we  not  onely 
hear  butt  feel  see  iSc  \voelully  i-xpiM  ience  the  same.  Honored  Siis 
we  desire  with  all  gratitude'  and  tliankfulhu  sse  to  acknowledge  your 
fatherly  care  of  us  hitherto,  Butt  yett  we  for  our  parts  1 1"  st  ill  we  nmst 
abide  in  the  h'roul.  WT*  b(\g  If  it  may  seem  good  in  your  eyes  that 
we  may  be  Iveleascd  fiom  countrey  chaiges  to  his  Majesty  or  in 
plaine  words  coimtiev  Kates  i\:  that  we  may  be  plea>ured  with 
scjinc  sutable  proportion  of  souKliers  not  ot'  ourse  lves  \\hi«.ii  if  wi- 
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may  ])e  worthy  once  more  to  ohtainc  we  have  a<4rced  not  to  sell  them 
away  for  meu  of  ourselves  as  we  wicked!)'  diil.  The  way  of  a 
chaiif^able  scout  we  thought  mie^ht  do  us  a  kiiuhiessc,  wliich  if  it 
liad  bin  with  <(ood  insi)ection  inanaj^'cuient  atlondetl  It  might 
have  done  It  hath  appearetl  to  us  uujre  \va\cb  than  one  that  fitting 
y'  Money  hath  bin  moie  aimed  at  the  carefull  ordering,  or  doing 
the  worUe  to  earn  it  hath  bin  ;  wc  beg  that  If  for  this  Autumnal  t^' 
winter  season  you  may  soe  meet  to  onler  y^'  chargable  scout  that  it 
may  be  no  lesse  the  12  :  ^  that  it  it  may  be  j)ua  \\\U)  a  caiehiller  iS: 
hoiiester  hand  then  it  hath  bin  both  lur  the  j)lace  A:  l)enirit  of  this 
poor  Towue  we  are  able  if  called  thereto  to  Alledge  suOicient 
Ar;4uin"'  that  if  we  ha\e  the  same  or  other  souldiers  It  is  a  thing 
re(juisite  that  some  othei'  pson  might  Inhj:)eet  them 

Thus  craving  pdone  for  (jur  boldnesse  wishing  y"  Loi'd  to  be  vour 
president  in  all  publike  matters  that  maybe  before  you  we  humbly 
subscribe  our  selves  yours  in  all  obedience  tS:  loy  alty 

Sl.M(JX  Ston'l 
'J'liOMAS  TAuin:Li. 
Saml'I'L  Parker 
Ei.ii./AR  Pakkkr 
Oct".  15'"  1697.    Read  Constable  of  Groton 

[Endorsed]  Oct.  97 

\''oted  In  \''  house  of  Kepresentatives 
In  answer  to  sd  petition.  Tliat  tliey  are  ICa^ed  in  ttiis  Last  tax  as 
they  desired:  ^  as  to  y''  Scout  y'  tlR\-  juiig  it  needfull  \'  Six  of 
their  owne  Souldiers  be  Imployed  da\  ly  :  tS:  y'  y'  comand'  in  cheif 
put  in  a  sutable  ;)Son  to  Inspect  \''  sanu^ 

vSent  up  lor  Concurrence 

TowN'si-xn  Speaker 

[Massacluisctts  Archives,  lxx.  360,  361.]. 


Select 
men 


For  an  account  of  a  Court  Marli.il,  held  at  (ii'oton,  Vvh- 
niary  16,  1706-7,  see  "The  New  b^ngland  lli>torical  and 
( jcncalogical  KcL^istcr,"  x.  2  }^^-^.  The  original  is  in  the 
iMassacluLsctts  Arcbi\-cs,  li.  15.;, 


on  a  lectcr  day.  Groton  July.  9.  1707 

IMav  it  plesr  your  l^xcelencv  I  have  Read  your  ICxcelencves 
order  to  v'  Inhabitants  and  die  law  against  deserting  the  fiontiers, 
1  could  do  it  no  s(jonei"  for  seveial  of  tlu-  inhabitants  ware  gon  to 
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plaiiifield  and  l<.L'turncd  yesterday,  only  two  stayd  beliind  ;  S'  one 
ot"  iIk^sc  that  desij^ne  to  Keniuve  is  the  Barer  tS:  a  selectman  and 
lives  on  the  outsid  the  Towne.  I  thou;^ht  i^ocnl  to  send  him,  w  ho 
can  aquaint  yonr  Excelenccy  who  is  Removed  iS:  whu  are  medi- 
tating the  same. 

Cap'  lUdkely  Sc  h  his  men  are  ^on  to  Lancaster  and  the  other 
halfe  here,  antl  do  ICxpect  a  l^elece  thay  beinj^  men  of  concidrable 
hu^handrey  ;  \"  must  (jf  them,  all  \"  peo[)le  that  will  \V(jrke  in  Com- 
j)ane)s  h;i\c  ;;ards  iu  C<)\er  them  to  their  Content,  if  youv  ICxcel- 
encey  Plese  I  shoidil  very  j^lad  uf  a  Helie  ;  1  am  \  (>ur 

Exeelences  most  Ilnmhle 

Servent  JosiAii  Pauker 


J'^xcclencey  The 

Gouvoner  att 
Roxbnry 
On  Her  Maj"  Service 

[Massacluisetts  Archives,  cxiii.  41S.I 


those  that  are  either  actually  removM,  or  nu'ditaliuL;  of  it.  Our  Peo- 
ple are  reduc'd  to  that  de;j;iec  that  thev  lin^l  themselves  imable  to 
subsist  any  lonj^"!  W'oidtl  [)rav}'onr  Exi'y  either  to  '^rant  Libertv  for 
their  Hemose  or  that  they  may  be  reduc'd  here  iiUiielv  to  a  (Harri- 
son (of  the  Towne  militia)  for  the  pr''  servinj^  the  frc»ntiers  ;  wee 
thankfully  acknowledi^e  y(jur  I'^xeves  i^reat  Care  of  us  hitherto,  and 
wouKl  pray  the  Conliiniance  of  }  ()ur  Rt't;ard>.,  Nvithout  \\  hich  wee 
are  an  umlon  j)eople     Wee  take  leave  t(j  .sub>ci"ibe 


T.)  Hi.. 


(may  it  })lt'a>e  vo'  lCx('\  ) 

^'i)ur  ICxeys  most  obeiT  Ser\  ': 

JosLiMi  Lakin 


Town  claick 


[MassaeluiscUs  Arcluvc^,  cxni.  ] 


John  Stun 
JoiKithan  Pa;4 
Nathanill  Woods 
Danill  lawranc 


GuoTfiN  Julv  ye  9  day  170 
Joseph  Paiaham 
Samuill  Havi. 
I  )anill  Cadein 
John  Cadein 
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John  lioarc 
Saimiill  Faiiisworth 
]o.scj)h  Bcjidoii 
Josiah  \\  lietiiL'V 
Corc'iialliis  W'hitncv 
Josej)!!  lawianc 

VA)L-\\Q7.QY  Xlltlillg 

of  persoiib  gon 


Jf)!iii  .Shattiick 
Nathaiiill  Parker 
IJcniiniu  Lakiii 
J(jnatlian  boidon 
foliii  luicliin 
Zacliariah  Lawranc 
Edman  (Miainbcilin 
John  Hall 
SamiicU  Shattiick 
Zcnubbubl  Kaiiip 
Zachaiiah  Sartwall 
John  (Jilson 
Abraham  lakiii 
Josiah  lakin 
Joseph  Lakin 
William  Lakiii 
William  S!)attiick 
John  Farnsworth 

of  the  persons  that  are  a  consedrini^  of  ^-oini:^ 


Jos,:,.,,  Lak.n  Ip^,^^^ 

(>IIN'  rARNWomji  > 
I  i>  I  men 

JONATIIAX   l>OIDOX  ) 
[Massachusetts  Archives,  cxiii.  4:0.} 


Jos  i:  PI  I  Laki.n 

'l\)\vn  elarck 
lor  (Jrcjton 


Lancasti:r,  July  r.'  17:4. 

May  it  please  yonr  Ilononr, 

T  rccieved  \ouv  Letter  the  Last  ni^^ht  in  the  evctiin^:^,  and  not 
before  tho'  I  suppose  I  mii^ht  have  had  it  sooner  had  the  hearer 
])leased,  "^'our  Honour  is  pleased  in  your  Letter  to  i^ive  me  my 
choice  of  A  Lieutenants  Post  in  (iroton  ov  Turkry  HilU  or  .\  Ser- 
jeants at  Lancaster.  I  am  sensible  that  Serjeants  Lay  in  Town 
would  be  as  Lrolitable  as  to  keep  constantl)-  abioad,  but  yet  upnw 
Some  Considerations  I  choose  to  Abide  in  ihe  I*osl  I  am,  and  to 
j^o  to  (Jiotou.  I  return  \)]y  thanks  to  your  Huunm  fur  the  choice 
you  have  ;4i\en  me.  I  would  lufnui  \'Uir  Honour  that  on  ^L)n- 
(lay  Last  I  sent  A  S(M)ut  to  Uutland  who  R(  turned  N  i  sterday  and 
^asi'  me  an  Aceount  that  In  (lie  \v;iy  tlie\'  »li^eo\(  red  the  tracks  of 
four  or  live  Indians  beariui;  towards  W'ochoosetl  who  tlu-y  ludi^ed 
ii;ul  bei  n  '^oiie  z  oi'  d.i\  s.  estei  da\-  I'.ii  t  ot  (irotou  men  tS:  I'.nt 
ol  this  Town  went  out  tor  the  week  to  rau'-i-  abusi-  the  d  owns  to 
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see  wliat  Discovery  tliey  could  make,  and  I  am  my  self  this  Day 
j^oin^'  (nit  with  what  men  I  can  Uaise  to  sec  what  I  can  discover. 
I  desire  the  l'a\(jur  of  \()ur  Ilunoin-,  'I'hat  ih.e  ;>(;iiKliers  n<j\v  under 
my  Commaiul  in  Lancaster  and  Groton  mi-hl  ha\e  the  Liljcrt}'  of 
ahitiinj^  with  me  or  of  hcini;  Dismist.  It"  it  he  yoyiv  Iluiunirs 
Pleasure  tu  let  ICdward  Ilarlwell  w\]o  hath  heen  a  SL-rjeant  umier 
me  Abiilc  btill  in  that  i*ost  in  tiiis  Town  1  should  take  it  as  a  fa- 
vour. I  stand  ready  to  attend  }our  Honours  Orders  cSc  Commands 
and  am  S' 

Your  Ilumhle  Servant 

jAIiLZ  FaIHHANKS. 
GliOTON,  July  20''.'  17-4- 

May  it  please  your  Honour 

I  have  attended  your  orders  in  i)ostinL;  the  men  at  the  Towns  of 
Groton  Lancaster  <K:  Tuikey  hill  — }:)reci!5eK'  e.\cei)t  at  Turkey 
Hill  there  is  hut  eleven  men  Cap'  v'^teveiis  ha\ ini^  ntjt  as  vet  .'-ent 
so  many  as  ordereil  »N:  I  have  Taken  my  al  (irotcm  \\  heie  1 

improve  the  Souldiers  in  the  best  manner  I  ean  a;;reeable  to  your 
orders,  Si  have  ortlered  them  to  Lod^^e  in  some  of  )  most  I"^\j:)osed 
(jaiiisons  as  often  as  may  he,  but  1  Ihul  it  im[:)f)S>>ible  to  lmpi-(,)\c 
So  Small  a  number  of  men  So  as  to  answer  \ XeCL  Ssities  (jf  the 
people  liei'e  whobc  ciicumstances  are  So \erry  Ditlieult  i\:  Dibtiess- 
in<^  that  1  am  ncjt  able  fullv  to  Represent  to  N  our  Honour. 

the  poor  people  arc  many  ot'  them  (jbliL,n-d  to  Iveep  their  own 
Ciarriscms  and  part  of  llu  in  lniplo\'ed  as  (iuards  wliile  others  are 
at  their  Labour  whost'  w  hole  'I'inie  would  be  full  Little  enou<;h  to 
\)C  expended  in  j^ettin;^  bn'ad  for  liieir  families.  M\'own  (Jarrisoii 
at  Lancastc-r  is  very  much  expensed  v\:  with  Humble  Submission  I 
think  lu'quiics  Lroteclion  as  much  as  an\'  in  that  I\)\\n.  there- 
fore I  IIumbK'  pray  N'our  Honoui'  would  \)c  pleasc-d  to  L,Nve  me 
L(M\'(>  to  post  a  SouKlier  theic  1  )urt.Mn;_:;  m\'  absence  in  the  ser\ice 
of  the  pro\  ince  1  lH';^\our  Honours  I'ardon  lor  L;i\ ini^  i\u^ 
Trouble  ;  ami  as  Leave  to  Subscribe  my  Selfc 

^'(HU'  most  Obedient  Humble  Serv' 

]aV.\./.  I'^AIUIIANKS 

(Massacliusctl.s  .Xrchives,  i.n.  9,  iS.] 

l*\)r  some  brief  "  Journals,"  i^ept  in  this  neiL,diborhooil  bv  Lieu- 
tenant h'airbani^s,  during;  the  years  17-.^  and  i/-},  see  }sLissachu- 
setls  Arthi\es,  xxxviii.  A  p^-S  j- 


Colonel  Tyng  writes,  July  23,  172-],  fioin  Diiiist;iblc,  to  Lieu- 
teiinnt-*^ovcnK)r  William  1  )unniK.'r,  that  lie  has  sent  ten  uicii  (;f 
hi>  coinpanv  to  (ji"(jton,  a'_;i\'eal '1\'  to  (H  ilci  s. 

lie  J^oes  hiinsell"  '*  to  dispose  the  10  men  there." 

[Miibbachusctts  Archives,  i.ii.  22. \ 


Sir, 

The  Enemy  beinp^  drawn  olTi^  the  Season  of  Dan<^er  pretty 
well  over,  You  must  forthwith  see  that  the  Soldiers  in  the  Frontiers 
he  reduced  to  the  loliowiuL,''  Xunihers  ;  \'i/,  Twentv  live  Men  at 
Dunslahle  iV  Draeul,  Ten  at  Turke\'  liilU.  Fourteen  at  Gi(Jton, 
Fourteen  at  Lancastei  ,  Twentv  liv(.'  at  Kullaud  i\:  ten  at  Hrookfield, 
.V  'I'hat  all  the  Rest  ot"  the  Si  Idiers  in  the  Counties  of  M idtllesex 
I'^ssex  Ineludin<j^  L'  Ihentnals  Scouts  he  f(>»rthwil!i  tlislianded  :  j\nd 
the  se\eral  cjllirers  arc  required  to  put  these  Orders  in  ]:^\ecution 
accordingly. 
[To]  Com..  Tyng. 

Oct.  JO,  1725. 
[  i%hissachusetts  Archives,  lwii.  26^] 


Mav  it  Please  vour  Ilonoui' 

I  had  Desired  Lieu'  Lawrence  t(^  oi'dcM'  a  Scout  to  Pequagc  bc- 
fori,'  1  Ivec''  \  our  Honours  Letter  which  he  had  I  )one  from 
thence  to  Xoithheld  tlio  none  was  IMaci'ii  at  lV([U.i^e  but  in  as 
much  as  Pequa^e  Does  not  appear  moie  l.xposetl  lo  the  ICnemv  if 
so  much  as  several  other  Places  be  tween  \'.  rixeis  merim.ick  and 
Connctticut  that  are  within  this  Pid\  ince  autl  I  apprehending^  \  ()ur 
honour  mi;_;ht  uoi  be  so  well  accpLdnled  with  the  curcomstances  of 
these  l^ontier.s  I  Did  not  ordi  i'  \ "  Lieu'  to  Place  but  ti  n  men  at 
Pecpiaj^c  for  if  filtei'U  had  been  si.nt  there  othi'r  places  must 
have  been  left  so  naked  that  no  ScoutiuLj  C'oidd  lia\e  been  Done 
which  I  am  sencable  wa.s  v*"  Courts  l)isi;_,Mu.'  but  if  what  1  ha\c 
(ordered  Should  not  be  a<(reeable  I  shovdil  be  (.»lad  to  know  vour 
Honours  mind.  I  iind  it  is  Dillicull  to  s.itislle  the  Pcoj^lc  with  so 
few  men  in  .so  lowj;  a  l''ioulier  but  shall  take  V-  best  Caie  I  can  so 
far  as  1  am  concei  n  '  to  (.>  ordri  s  tnr  1C\ ci  \' thi  ul,^  to  be  Done  that 
\<n\v  Honour  Shall  think  best  but  it"  Possible  I  tiuidx  best  to  keep 
out  all  \ '.'  new  Plantations  in  this  Ihovince  but   1    am  afi  aid  that 
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thirty  men  is  not  sufficient.  So  with  Great  Regard,  I  remain  your 
llcjuoins  most  Humble  and  (jbcdient  Servant  to  Command. 

William  Lawkanxe 

To  y'  Hon!:^"  Spencer  Phips  Escf." 
Gkoton  July  y".  29:  1755 
[Massachusetts  Archives,  liv.  521.] 


Representatives  to  tJie  General  Court. 

The  following  names  are  not  found,  accordintr  to  Butler's 
"Ilislor}',"  in  tlie  town  records,  and  the  authority  lor  the 

names  is  gi\'en  with  each  one:  — 

16S3.  Captain  James  Parker,  "  Massachusetts  Records,"  w  .}2i. 
\^  170S.  *  Mr.  John  l'\irns\v(jrth,     Weekly  News-Letter,"  Ma v  3  i . 
"1714.  Mr.  John  l^irnsworth,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1 7"'"'"  """J^I  r.  Thomas  'I'arhell,  '         ,,  ,,  May  30. 

1717.  Mr.  John  Shej)ley,  ,,  ,,  June  3. 

1718.  Captain  John  Shipley,  ,,  ,,  J^"ie  2. 
1711;.  Captain  John  Shipley,  Xeal's Hist,  of  X.  E.,"  IL  377. 
1732.  t  Nathaniel  Sartel,  Escp,  ''Weekly  Rehearsal,"  June  I2. 
17. t  Mr.  John  Longley,  ''Weekly  News-Letter,"  June  5. 
1743.  William  Lawrence,  Esq.,  ,,               ,,                May  30. 
1750.  {probably  not  represented)^                               June  4. 

There  are  several  tunes  —  at  least  five  —  called  Groton^ 
to  be  fountl  in  some  ol"  the  old  singini^-books.  'I'hey  ditler 
in  music  and  in  words,  and  are  i;'enercdl\'  of  ditlerent  metres, 
"^riie  earliest  that  I  ha\'e  been  able  to  find  is  one,  in  connnon 
metre,  in  Jacob  KimbalTs  "  Rur.d  I  I ai  nu^n \- published  in 
1793,  at  lh)st()n.  In  Laws's  ''Harmonic  Companion" 
(  IMiiladelphia,  copyri^dited  i''^07)  is  a  lonj^-metre  tur-e  of 
this  name.  In  ''The  Choir"  (Boston,  1S33),  by  Lowell 
Mason,  another  one,  in  jiarticular  metre,  is  L^iven  ;  and  in 
the '' ^Llssaclnlsetts  Collection  of  Bsahnotly (Boston,  1840), 


*  "Tliosc  that  have  this  mark  (*)  arc  now  ones, 
t  Not  incinbLis  tim  ing;  the  preceding  }ear. 


{ 

I 
i 


86 


by  George  J.  Webb,  is  still  another,  in  long  metre.  A  sing- 
ing-book, entitled  "  Indian  Melodies,"  was  published  in  New 
York,  in  1845,  \vhich  contains  a  tune  called  (iruiuii.  The 
compiler  of  the  work  was  Thomas  Co[nmuck,  an  Indian, 
and  he  claims  that  all  the  tunes  in  it,  as  well  as  the  names, 
are  Indian.  '^Fhis  is  a  mistake,  certainly  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  this  name,  —  unless,  perchance,  it  ma)-  liLive  been  adopted 
iVom  the  English. 


>  v.] 
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